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COUNTESS DE VALOIS DE LA MOTTE; | 1 l 
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JUSTIFICATION OF HER CONDUCT, AND AN EXPLANA-= © — + 


TION OF THE INTRIGUES AND ARTIFICES USED 
AGAINST HER BY HER ENEMIES, RELATIVE ro 


THE DIAMOND NECKLACE; 


41s O 


THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN 
E HE QUEEN . AND THE nn DE ROHAN 


AND CONCLUDING WITH 

AN ADDRESS TO THE KING OF FRANCE, 

SUPPLICATING A RE-INVESTIGATION OF THAT 
APPARENTLY MYSTERIOUS BUSINESS. 
TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH, WRITTEN BY HERSELF, 
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PREFATORY ADDRESS, 


0 thoſe who know the worth and conſcious dig- 
L nity of Virtue, the following Memoirs containing 
the vindication of injured Innocence, will require no apo- 
logy; ſince all of that deſcription, will yz the neceſſity 
of their publication. | 


Is there that Monſter of Virtue exiſting, who can point 
the finger of ſcorn at foibles, which I candidly confeſs to 
be my lot, in common with my fellow creatures ; foibles 
which have perhaps been the primary and unfortunate 
means of rendering me the dupe to crafty policy and de- 
ſigning artifice. TRE DriamonD NzckLact, which Was 
thefatal ſpring of all my misfortunes, the ſource of all my 
miſeries, has afforded matter of public ſpeculation to 


almoſt every rank of perſons, in almoſt every kingdom 


in Europe. 


A: = What 


dark ea, c reports = been — 
what infinite pains have been beſtowed, to make innocence 


pitude under the maſk of purity. 


Too fatally have the artifices of powerful guilt hitherto 


prevailed, too ſucceſsfully has chicanery and deception 
influenced the general opinion of mankind ; and too long 
have they united to ſlander and ſtigmatize with wits a 


the name of the Counts e/s de Valois de la Marte.» I ty 


. pF 1.7 W 8 
5 . 


Many circumſtances, which I have made Wen ina 
previous publication, have concurred to delay the ap- 


pearance of theſe Memoirs. The time is at length arriv- 
ed, when I ſhall endeavour to vindicate my injured fame. 


* 


— 


Seated, as I am, in that hwy: kingdom, hide | 


Liberty ſtretches forth her hand to the diſtreſſed, and 


affords a welcome aſylum from the vindictive terrors of 


oppreſſive tyranny, I now proceed to remove the veil 


| which has ſo long obſcured this myſterious tranſaction, | 


— þ WG PI is 


and expoſe to public view, Characters, whoſe crimes 


receive additional force from their elevated fituation. | 


In proſecuting this intention, I ſhall 
« Nething extenuate, nor ſet dorun aught : in malice,” N 
. 
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neceſſarily driven to Ir; 


of the law of retaliat 1 
the minds of the candid and CIO 0 5 


— — | Wong 1 was * 


WW} 
Reſcuing — 155 umme 3 if I a am 
; to light the views of thoſe, who | 
would have deſtroyed me; without chiming the privilege | 
lation; I ſhall ſurely Ran eee 5 7 


* Aatter pit that pant 50 my own aner 3 
tion, theſeMemoirs will not prove unentertaining. The 


Moral and Philoſophic Reader, will therein find freſh 


room for reflexion, and obſervation, on the depravity of 


| human nature; the Courtly and P olitical Reader wil} : | 
probably find a ſatisfaction in developing the myſterious 


intrigues which were in agitation, at the period of the 
tranſactions; and the Curſory Reader will, I hope, be 


amply gratified, in finding thoſe n ee 


W have probably much excited eurioſit pelt c £2. 


From. " mind long 4 to 1 ; every literary 


defect will be excuſed. To addreſs myſelf to che Public 
is not a matter of choice, but of neceſſity.” If I: have 


given vent to my feelings, where the ſting of injury moſt 
ſeverely affected me, let it it be remembered, that 1 
have ſeverely ſuffered, chat I am ſtill ſa marting under my 


griefs that I am a woman !---If I ſpeak forcibly,” it is 


not premeditated diction, but the language of the heart. 
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Impreſſed 
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II oaths A e 
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pledge myſelf for the veracity of my aſſertions 


14 
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ances impartially be 
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either acquitted with honour, or conden 
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| with Humiliations, ove 
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IST 1, —obI painful wt miſt 1 
reſume that pen, which twenty times has fallen 


from my unwilling hand ?----Muft 1 fuppreſs thoſe re- 


morſeful agitations of a mind, which yet full of the one 
loved images I am about to wound, ſtartles at the fata- 
lity that compels me to it? I muſt; the convullive 
pangy, the agonies which 1 experience at the idea, yield 
at this inſtant to the imperious claims of wounded ho- 
nour, to the keen inſpirations of ſad deſpair, for the pre- 


ſervation of a fame; more outrageouſly injured by my 


 filence, than it can have been by 7 OR guilt, and 


the barbarous puniſhment inflicted it. 

I am anxious to proclaim, wherein 1 have beat 
faulty, becauſe having ventured on the word bonour ; 1 
expect, even in the receſs of ſolitude; the attacks of ma- 


lignity ;----let the acknowledgement of bring fang, 


ſoften the rigour of thoſe who would carp at the claim 


of Bonour. Alas! drenched 3 loaded 


L r 
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ming; 1 mall not cy a vain diſplay * 1 what +: 
| challenge of banour is no%imore than that Ftble portion 5 
which unfortunate perſons ſtill preſerve, who, though 'op- 
preſſed with calumny, are aſſured of the rectirude 0. . 


1 03 182˙ 33610 1 55 
their own inventions. 2 22NQ on bert If 


Daily proſtrated before Kin, who Alohe can peritrats 
inte the inmoſt“ receſſes of che heat, Fam practiſed in 


the avowal of my impridentits : I ſhall not ſeek to diſ- 


guiſe them to the public, and 1 expect from that ſecond 


Judge, a a conſolation which the goodneſs « of the Kae en- 
courages me yet to hope. 


* * 


e I have committed Kulte; ＋ el ibu 
mould not the puniſhment be proportioned to the guilt ? 
If, fr from the expoſure of my errors, they ſhould appear 
to be but acceſſaries to crimes infinitely more weighty, 
in which I found myſelf involved by a ſeries of events 

a. ng from each other; if the moſt inexcufable. of my 


offences, be my inadvertently rendering myſelf a an accom- 
plice with perſonages | too mighty for my weakneſs to 


relſiſt, whenonce engaged; can the diſtance of rattle which 
chance has placed, between three culprits, albtie aſcertain 
the degrees of their reſpectiye guilt, and mult that be 


the juſt Randard. of their chaſtiſement? Alas! have 1 
— ſo unfortunate as to be ignorant of this truth ? — 
Am I the Hrſt inſtance however, of the weak being 
ſacrificed t to the ſtrong? Oh no!---but the rec Yds of 


human wretchedneſs afford- few inſtances ſirrilar to 
mine! Whoever honours my defence with the ſlighteſt 


aftention, wilt be made ſenſible, that it was fot à direct 

cltort; of Power Which cruſhed 1 me, and that neither the 
ots 

QUEE += o nor the CenbixaL. b Ronan had contrived 


26 
my: ruin; ; but t | that 1 it was the iniquitous conflict of their 


dependant, 


- 


joe 


my, © 


| holding out to me the hand of comfort and relief; 5 "Ik which 


CLETERS - 


13 1 


9 | relate cu H A 4 «rt 
dependant, ingereſt » that Feline 


and miſery. Or 2 1319 SOUL 8 on ny Wige 


fie, aj rb 


. Haye I: chen yttered the NPR 2---Thoſe, pez rlonages. 


whom I afferted to he once dear to me? 5. "Th hat gen Nerous. | 
vowed a gratitude... which h py 


Prince to whom I hae 
very diſaſters have not been able to impair z tl chat b be⸗ 


guiling Soverei eign, whom I may be faid to have oled, 


and whole. 1 image 1 mat: at this moment remoye, from 


to proceed, | Yes, I have declared. that ? muſt ; * 
aſſigned the reaſon ; but I have not yet ſaid wy ing 
of my. forbearance, of my moderation, or the ruggles 


* 


ds eye, that 1 may retain ſufficient fortin bf | 


1 have, had to ſhake off the galling yoke of that necel., 5 


ſity. 1t 18 the criminal craftineſs of thoſe, Who a at "the 


t ; is 
5 + A434 3.4 


time of my ſad cataſtrophe, prevented the een from 


* ＋ 
113K # 


has kept from her the knowledge of the weapons 


provided with; to wreſt from fear, what I tho uld ave | 


* fy: * 33118 


been happy to owe to Juſtice, to e e h e re 


mains of paſt regard. 11 12810 12 2811 nt. 
Ever fince (by, a kind of miracle) . Et in y, foot on 
this protecting land, where freedom fmiles on un- 


MI} 84 


happineſs and proſperity; 5 nothing has been! left untri 
to acquaint her Majeſty, that I am poſſeſſed of a a correff - 
pondence, the: publication of which Would 5 the | 
effect of extenuating my guilt, though, at th 475 


expence of expoſing her; of intereſting the pu 
my fate, and ſubſtituting Pity, for that ignomin A Wie 


has hitherto. been my, torment, I have found jall 


I 14; 15 


nues blocked up by deſpotic fayourites, who envelope a 
Princeſs, devoted, at once, to the cravings 8 of their 


dot on : 


infatiable covetouſneſs, and to the tyranny of their i intri- ö 


guing ambition, 
In 


'T 4:] 
W . 5 


| toſybmit:to:ber Majeſty's Semency:;z I recalled to view, : 
witliaut complaint; thec evils the: horrors of every kind 


Lhave undergone, and proved to her, that m/ diſcretion 
aud the: fidelity of my attachment, awere-theconly, cauſes | 
of my ealamities. 1 offered, even, to ſacrifice the 
means of my jriſtification; on terms which equity or 
[carmen juſtice muſt approve; in a word, I only de- 
;manded the reſtitution, or: rather an equivalent for the 


loſſes, conſequent to my unhappy. proſecution: Inf every 


aß of my letters I repeated, that & Since it had pleaſed 
Providence I ſhould ſurvive thoſe ſhocking /barba- 
& rities; ſince it had reſcued me from my own fury ; 
ler its intention, doubtleſs, was not, that I ſhould periſh 
g for want of: a ſubſiſtance; that in the condition J was 
e rediſeed to, I was allowed to hope; that the Queen 
£, would, at leaſt, cauſe to be reſtored to me; what che 
3 of my n had en the 
At Kixo's Exc gan < 6 
Theſe memorials which: eie a too faithful re- 
port of the deſtitute condition, under which the victim 


of duty and affection laboured; which echoed the cries, 


of ſuffering humanity, have undoubtedly not reached the : 
ear of Majeſty : Her eyes have not beheld.thoſe mournful 


Chalacters, drawn with a trembling hand, upon the paper 
moiſtened with affliction's tears; nothing has induced 


che recalleftion of me to the moſt humane of Princeſſes; 
all, all have been intercepted ! !----Let thoſe devouring 
fiends, therefore, take to themſelves the miſchief that 
may enſue; upon their own; heads be the neceſſary 


eee ee of chat e to which 1 am reduced. 
on bog. i} [5 I have 


2 


1 of /wibddy>broughadetee- - 


Queen; but in the abyſs, into which Liam maoreand 


thoughts to any thing, beſides the ſhatverecinemainÞabe 


document, in as ne 
of my life, juſtifies the deviations of à natural ati | 
and gives a oo why, ſcarce emerged from eu 


— 5 8 . . f 


3. t 5 1 1 
WWW 


cay, that isnodonger>of any conderm to me οα⁰- 


lay it down till hade eaſect any foal, of BOMB - 
ing load by pouring ſorch all che ſecxet RdrHDs E EU- 


ceals. % 03. e b 0 I 2oi3itne[s2/ Vin to 


It has been my:wiſh; toofaveitthe Honovr of the 


more! deeply: plunged, can01, nat! ithisviday? tππꝛW IN 


my own honour? The public'/mnuiſtav>[lengdle pro- 
nounce:between HER MAJESTY nl the atoms Bas 


: 4 * » — 
cruſbad. VII ne 2 N E 2142t9 17 Bed 47 500i 1291010 125 


My, mind is t00 chagitsbd vagen 1 


am unuſed to writing, and: my::Huſbabd'3amilicary:adit- 


cation, places him in point of literature noah n A 


level with myſelf. No matter; trutir has ita force, 


grief has its eloquence ' the: ſentiments off αν Il 
flow with rapidity, and deſpair: poſſeſſes : chergyamidſt 
diſorder; with theſe incitementss ati: author md aim 
a peruſal: ſhall cerefore write: b o 0 7109 

Alas, that could diſpenſe with tlie mention vf my 


8 birth! My judges made no account of it gan f then 
reckon it as ſomething ? No: but it Were) perhàps, u 


piece of pride, to diſſemble chat my father diet at cke 
Hotel- Diau, in Paris. If the reader will pleaſe do vaſd an 
eye on No. I. of the annexed: papers, he will there find 
his ſad genealogy. I ſhall not, ſurely be ſuſpedted of 
vanity in ſuch an invitation; but it appears u neceflary 


ſcurity 


n 
DER bs. + 31 V0 * 
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WY TAE» kd 
fy, and 1 indi cence, JN DE, Ar. B DR Wal ots 
favour, in order. to Nec the rank, to which : 
955 as by birth entitled. ill 508 b 26D; „ 
3 My father, i it is true, bad juſt ended. his. l . 
career in the arms of charity; hut the very regiſter of 
his. funeral told me, that the blood of the VaLols flowed 
in my veins. Could I then, implicitly, reſign myſelf to 
the ideas of ramely base that honoured name, to T 


+7 ® 75 


endoned me with that 9 5 — 7 it mpg 8 hn a 
gilt more precious to me than exiſtence; but F received by 
it not in my birth, and unfortunately. did; not imbjbe . 
the, ſentiments from the tuition of my ſecond mother. 1 

The tenderneſs of the Marchioneſs de Boulainvilliers, 
who protected me in my childhood, would not permit 
her to counteract the early ſymptoms of ambition, which 
appeared in me, and which ſhe looked upon as the no- 
ble failing of great ſouls; on the contrary the. had en- 
couraged me in the intention of putting in my Fly, 
the nature of which were as follow: . ../. | 

In the peruſal « of my genealogy, it may 3 — . 
ved that my progenitor, poſſeſſed in right of his 
lady, the eſtate of Fox ET TE, and that from him to 
my father incluſively, that eſtate had regularly deyolved. 
All my, anceſtors had been born upon, and almoſt all 
had been entombed in it. My father alone, by means 
of a natural propenſity to gaiety and extravagance, and 
the conſequent accumulated diſtreſſes, had firſt parcelled 
out, and afterwards compleatly alienated chat demeſne. 
It paſſed for a fact, and was indeed but too true, that 
he had not received a ſixth part of the value of the va- 


rious. inhertiances, which he had ſucceſſively mortgaged. 
 Veo- 


— WW ' 
. 


eaſy to regain poſſefſion of that eſtate. $5 


VC IE. SES. IE oo ad 


novel I am writing, I ſhall paſs over tlie cite inn 
which brought him, to 2 Þrops 1 Ar Fade | 


Ek 76 10 


People were along * Py L beast al de 7 
quarter! that; wich a fall degree of favaut, hight! = 
50 U Bonne 


a tie - 


Madame de Boulainvilliers, who | kf 
ber 1 We 00 N to 0 


the firſt to adviſe Alb mapa to che place, and tb 1 
certain how far my hopes might pr robubly be reatized.”, 


* I 


It was, [there bre, nat only \with her co fe t, büt hy het. 
expreſs advice, that in 1779 1 repaired! to Balz 


Aube, where the information 1 gained, confirmed E 
ined % Jovi, . 


in the opinion, that had dete: my 
appeared to me evident, chat woith, fa ur might” te 
cover. Patt: of the Poſſeſions of my hovle. bt fled; 
with this. idea, my imagination could nat eftettzin? 
baude which had not r kor its object i tlie accomp 


pe pK om chat moment, 1 mi ; 5 Att 


rentuf e 
the origin of my Tine 316 r i bidde | 

During my firft® abode at Biker Hide 18 2 
acquainted. with Count de Ia Motte; but as it is at 


as the motives that determined ine to akceßt 15 - 15 


will be enough to ſay, that our union” being approved - 


of by M. de la Luzerne, Biſhop of Langres, onf-the 


oyertures lie was pleaſed to make; Mad. de Boulains . 
villiers my excellent mother, yielded” her evnſent;” ard 
a few days after the nuptial band was tiedl : Go. 


My huſband was then in the Gens @ Ar bes inet ; 
corps his father Had run an honourable" alert, glotis ; | 
ouſly termitiated At the battle of Minden, "her des "WA 


12 Ml; 
killed at the head! of his , 15597 168 Peil Od 
2 1815 olle Mon- 


28 2 
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Wie: LES. 
Monſieur de la * thought that upon che eircum- it" 
es of his marriage he might hope W ae | 
promotion. K 
' Marſhal de Caſtries commanded the Gens FIRED n 
which was then quartered at Luneville; M. de la Motte 
propoſed my joining the garriſon with him, which 1 
only accepted, en condition I ſhould paſs in a convent 


the whole time his ſtay ſhould require. We therefore 


fixed upon one about three leagues from Luneville, to 
which I retired, but was doomed not to enjoy long the 
tranquility which was afforded me by that afylum: 
The affairs of the navy department; entruſted to the 


Marſhal de Caſtries, not permitting him to reviſit his 


corps, the intended ſolicitations could not take place. 
Here the reader will be preſented with a clew to my 
misfortunes, which, if he 10 take hold of, I will lead 
him ſtep by ſtep through the labyrinth in which 1 wag - 
bewildered. 
Never was woman leſs vain than wyſelr of WI 


charms; I know not by what fatality my youth, that 


healthful look which is called freſhneſs, that vivacity, the 
appendage of juvenility, ſupplied in me the want of 
beauty, ſo far as to lay me open to the importunities of 5 
preſuming men. | 
The Marquis > Gearing who coniriigiided in "the 
abſence of the Marſhal de Caſtries, is the being, to. 
whom I was firſt beholder for that diſtruſt which all my 
life after, I conceived of the over preſſing civilities of 
his ſex. He expreſſed the moſt ardent zeal to ſerve us; 
he ſtrove to perſuade us we ſhould do nothing at Lune- 


ville; that there was a neceſſity of viſiting Paris, where, 


exclu- 


the diane ee reed — 


ſible LT ire ab . 


r werte the prov ame 
of ara _ befolutions au 


— — 5 | 
his lady then were; but on the very — — 
thrt piace, they hed left t, to ga to Saverne at which 
place we joined them che next day w-]. ; 2rmU&dle 
It was there, for the-firſtrtime, 1 aw the Cardinabide-5 
Rohan. Tochim I wis preſented, and bm too Nπ¹].ᷓꝛ.⸗; 
commenged:by che Marahiuneſsz:who, a fowidays aſterx c 
ſet off on her return to Paris, inviting me, together w 7 
the Count, my huſpand, tog accept of an aparte in 


her hotel in that city. It Was not long before T followed © = 


her; and my: huſband, detained at Bar-fur- Aube by 
1 ne e Nr 
juſt a eee me * the a, ſupport 1 1 3 left ines 

world. . d oe ve tt 1 4 


PPP 


eyes on all ardund me, and ſaw nothir 


tt 0 1 


nate incident, deprived of the wiſe counſels and exam- 
ples which had hitherto directed my conduct, I caſt my 

ing but a ſrightful 
void, à vaſt ſolitude, where apprehenſions, ſince, too 


fully verified, ſuggeſted to me, that if I deviated from 
the path of reftitude, I ſhould perhaps be loſt.-----The 
Marquis de Boulainvilliers remained, but of him I had 
formed ſo unfavourable an opinion, that my firſt deter- 


"mination was. to quit his hotel. He gueſſed my inten- 


5 tions; to prevent which he aſſured me, that he ſhould 


conſider it as his duty to ſtand in the place of the 


Marchioneſs; that in him I ſhould find a father. Ac- 


cordingly, for ſome time, he ſeemed to continue towards 
us the kindneſs with which we had been honoured by 


his Lady. Soon, however, I diſcovered that this kind- 


neſs was not wholly diſintereſted, and 1 comprehended 


Kis motives as fully, as if he had imparted to me His in- 


tention. He had juſt loſt a wife, but chance had placed 


another woman under his roof, and the ſituation was 


become a matter of convenience, which he pretended was | 
reciprocal; at leaſt that was the light in which he.repre- 
ſented it to me, and without much heſitation made me 
a downright propoſal. 1 TG 

Alas! faid I to myſelf, are ſuch the charaQteriſtics of | 


men? they are ſtill far from being reſtored to my good 


opinion : yet I think, for the credit of their ſex, that few 
of them are capable of ſuch meanneſs, not to ſay baſe- 
neſs of behaviour, as that J have experienced on this OC- 


| caſion. 


The moment M. as Boulainvilliers was cinch of 
the futility of his defigns, all his aſſiduous attentions 


Wer c 
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dually inſupportable to us; cauſing every day 


e Ar 11 11 
were converted lis harſh and | 


fome- 8 of it. It will ſcarce be credited, for ex- 
ample, that not chuſing openly to propoſe our quitting 
his houſe, he took the reſvlution of rendering it Ce 


neceſſary article to be retrenehed, and uſing every 


mean ſubſtitution that could be made, in thoſe which - 


he allowed. I know not whether the mention of ſuch 
trivial circumſtances ſhould be admitted into a ſerious 
narrative, but as it concerns me to prove, that my ex- 
iſtence has been a ſeries of misfortunes, more or leſs 
afflicting or humiliating, I thought it neceſſury to ſhew - 
that paſſing from under the protection of Mad. de Bou- 
lainvilliers to that of her huſband, was no ſmall one. 
My readers will readily conceive, that ſuch conduct 
ſoon occaſioned a ſeparation. - Nearly about the ſame 
time I reſumed the fatal idea of ſeeking by powerful 
patronage, to recover part of the poſſeſſions alienated by 
my father, and eſpecially the eſtate of Fontette. I had 
ſeveral acquaintances, amongſt them were ſome, whom 
I ſtyled friends, being ſimple enough, too readily to 


confide in friendſhip. The hopes of prevailing on theſe 


to interfere drew me to Verſailles; where my time was 


ſpent in fruitleſs ſolicitations, during the ſucceſſive ad- 
miniſtrations of Meſſts. Joly de Fleury and d'Ormeſſon, 
which paſſed away like a ſhadow ; afterwards under that 


of Mr. de Calonne, which, on the contrary, appeared - 


ſo long to France. Whoever is acquainted with his in- 


ſinuating aſſiduities, can form an idea of the graces he 


8 on che firſt reception: I thought I could per- 


C 2 | ceive 
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deed, it is not without a bluſh; 1 — note 


[| 
s 


"Tha ancient Kabul has bent geferibed. thi! 
þ agitation of the mountain, which was at length delivered' 
of a mouſe; I cannot help comparing to it the Jabaur 
ef Mr. de Calonne, who undertook to augment to fif- 
teen hundred livres, the mighty peafion of eight hun- 
dred, granted me at the time of my recognition, to en- 
able me to ſupport orzþily, the name of V args, Juſt- 
y incenſed at the Comptraller General, 1 ſecretly pur- 
poſed to uſe compulſive means, and to recover my eſ- 
tate of Fontette independent of his aſſiſtance; and the 
ſtep which appeared to me beſt calculated to effect this 
purpoſe, was to ingratiate myſelf into the fayour of a 
certain perſonage. An opportunity ſoon after preſented 
itſelf, wherein the ſucceſs of my ſtratagem would have 
been tried, but my ſituation did not permit me to em- 
brace it, which will be amply explained, when my con- 
eren with the Cardinal are known; Gis circumſtance, 
: how 


8 ** 


_ Madame 4 Arveley was, at that —_ vie to the 
keeper of the Royal Treaſury, during the adminiſtra- 
tion of Mr. Calonne, who had the Son heur to be in the 
| bonnes grdces of that lady, previous to his exaltation,. 

| Monſieur d' Ar veley at his death, left her a conſiderable 

fortune. Whether gratitude, or a natural propenſity ta 
be a financial miniſter in private, ſince he was no longer 
permitted to be ſo in public, prevailed, is uncertain; 
but ſince his involuntary flight from the Continent, he 
has undertaken the management of the widows concerns, 
and has honoured her with the name of Calonne. 


homever, b not th e 1 it determined 
=p fate, pre op nn 1 n e | 
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beauty; but were I to carry humility as far as à con- 


feſſion of homelineſs, I could not reverſe what has been; 
or counteract the circumſtance of his Royal Highneſs 
the Count d' Artois, who ſaw me at the pariſh church off 
Verſailles, having honoured me with a diſtinction which 
did not endeavour to obtain. The ſteps taken by that 
Prince to acquaint me with the generoſity of his diſpoſi- 


5 tion, reached the ear of the Princeſs, his conſort; who, 


ſatisfied with my behaviour, vouchſafed to receive me 


with kindneſs, and took me under her protection, placing 


me oſtenſibly under that of her royal ſiſter, Madame. 


To conceive the motives of that precaution, it is only 


neceſſary to recollect, that a very ſhort time before that 
period, Madame the Counteſs d' Artois, had found her- 


ſelf in very delicate circumſtances „ Which made her ex- 


tremely circumſpe&. 
Although the point was thus ſettled between the two 
Princeſſes reſpecting me, 1 experienced equal effects of 


their goodneſs towards me. One day as I was paying my 


court to them at ee s, I was leized with a ſudden 


indiſpoſition that occaſioned ſome ſtir in the palace. 


The Queen being informed of it, was graciouſly pleaſed 


to expreſs ſome concern. Her Majeſty even ſent for 


Mrs. Patri, firſt waiting-woman to Madame, to know 
the particulars of that accident ; an, inſtance of regard 
which her Majeſty continued for ſome days after. 

Nothing eſcapes the notice of courtiers; they obſerved, 
chat, from that moment, her Majeſty honoured me with 
| | a gra- 


1 
a gracious | comleſcenticis *. 1 inns into. her pre. 


Jet; but the man at Court who carried them agg arth' 
was the Cardinal de: Rh an. 

I have hitherto only a that Prinros in refer- 
ence to the incident which firſt procured me the ho- 


period, and the one I am now adverting to, I muſt own 


from me. We mutually read in each other's mind, our 
reſpective ambition. His, it is well known to every 
one, was, to have become, at any rate, Prime Minif- 
ter; mine had no farther views, than to be Lady * the 
Manor of Fontette. | 


ſame cauſe, thwarted both our views. The Cardinal 


Queen's diſpleaſure (*). The firſt ſtep towards ſupreme 
power, was of conſequence, to recover her Majeſty's fa- 
vour : and as long as he could do nothing in his own be- 
half, he had as little power to do any thing for me. Tt 
may be remarked, in that letter to which I have referred 
tne reader, that at the time I am ſpeaking of, he had 
made various attempts, all equally unſucceſsful, either 
on account of the folly with which they were attended, or 


who, while ſhe ſeemed to have undertaken his recon- 
ciliation with the Queen, had removed him from it infl- 
nitely more diſtant, than he had been at the period ſhe 


appeared to intereft herſelf on his account. 
Matters 
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nour of ſeeing him. During the interval between that. 
I had not loſt fight of him; I had received kindneſſes 


from him; gratitude, juſtly due, inviolably attached me 
to him; I had no ſecrets concealed from him; he; none 


Obſtacles almoſt inſurmountable, ind ariſing from the 


ſome years before, had the misfortune to incur the 


through the perfidiouſneſs of the Princeſs de Guemenee, 


ence ſome ſpeculations were even hurardedinjehe lab 


ers 
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Matters were thus circumſtanced, when chat feeble 
ee favour which he faw ſhine upon my head, revived 
his , and re- animated his ambition. Nothing can 
eq 8 aſtoniſhment into which He threw me, one 


day, when happening to be in the royal gallery, Her Ma- 
ʒjeſty vouchſafed me one of thoſe ſmiles, which it is ſo 


difficult to appear inſenſible of. Having, a moment af- 
ter, by chanee, raiſed my eyes up to W ; I ſaw joy 
ſparkle in his countenance, and a deſire at the fame 
time to ſpeak to me. This defire 1 fulfilled, and the 


words which he addreſſed me with, will never be effaced 
from my remembrance. Do you know, Counteſs, 


ſaid he, that my fortune is in your hands, as well as 


your: own?“ His fortune! oh Heavens! J ſhudder 


when I think - that his misfortunes are not even yet 
drawn to a concluſion; that J am perhaps going to fill 
up the meaſure of them. As to my own fortune, thank 
Heaven, I now ſee it drawing nigh; I behold it in the 
tomb, half open to receive me; but at the moment the 
Cardinal was then ſpeaking to me, * ideas were not 
ſo melancholy. 5 

Though I had ſeen neither his fortune nor my own 


in the Queen's enchanting ſmile, yet my heart was full 


of it. When the firſt ſurpriſe had ſubſided, I aſked the 
Prince whether he was jeſting or in earneſt ?---<© A man 
« cannot be more in earneſt than I am,” | anſwered he, 
te fit down and hear me attentively. In the firſt place, 
© convince yourſelf thoroughly of a truth, which, as it 


« admits, in general, of very few exceptions in the 


« world, fo at Court it admits of none. It is this:: It 
e is not in the power of human wiſdom to chain down 


« Fortune ; blindfolded, and ever led by chance, the 


« fickle 


i A 


2. fickle deity holds out her hand RR Fa. 
< to. graſp it on her rapid paſſage ;- but if not ſeized 
« upon that very inſtant, opportunity never more re- 
< turns. The moment of your good fortune is arriv- 
« ed. rl have not been the only perſon who has ob- 
« ſerved. it, but having more intereſt than any othe i in 
© its conſequence, my obſervation has been more atten 
te tive, and I have diſcovered to a certainty, that the 
« Queen has taken a fancy to you.“ % A fancy,” 
cried I, © you mean. ſhe feels a benevolent. compaſſion | 
ce towards me. 4 You may give” anſwered: he, 
e what name you 3 to the ſentiments ſhe honours 
« you with; all that is neceſſary for you to know is, 
te that there is /omething in your form pleaſing to her, and 
« that you muſt not let the happy diſpoſitions ſhe has 
e ſhewn towards you for ſome time paſt, grow cook. 
* You ſee that all favour centers in her; that every 
e where elſe there is nothing to be done: that Madame 
c and the Counteſs d'Artois are not only devoid of in- 
« fluence, but that their very protection ſtamps the ſeal | 
ce of reprobation. Attach yourſelf then folely to the 
“ Queen; and conſider, (I tell you fo again) that your 
« fortune and mine are in your hands. | 
The Cardinal concluded, by deſiring me to write to 
the MaRCHIONESS DE PoLlienac; but he could not 
have given a worſe advice. Though the Polignacs 
were then poſſeſſed of the, almoſt excluſive, right of pre- 
ſentation to the Queen; they had ſuch mighty intereſts 
to manage, they were aſſailed by ſo many fears, tor- 
mented by ſo many jealouſies, chat! it was neceſſary they 
ſhould be well aſſured of their creatures, beſore they 
brought them forward, I was not ſuited to their pur- 


1 


poſe, they by no. means found their account in- intro- 


| ducing me, nor indeed did they give it the leaſt coun- 


tenance. They refuſed me the requeſted interview, and 
confined their anſwer to this: That Mr. pz CALONNE 
ec having given the Queen an account of the addition 
« lately made to my penſion, her Majeſty thought that 
* I ought to reſt ſatisfied.” Soon afterwards I learnt 


there was not one word of truth in this bold aſſertion, 


and that they had not ſo much as mend my name 


to the Queen. 
During the ſhort interval, between the i moment tl; am 


now ſpeaking of, and that, wherein I had the honour to 


approach the Queen; I had daily opportunities of ob- 


ſerving, that all the methods I took to effect my pur- 
poſe, were counteracted by the Polignacs, and that they 
had ſo thoroughly obſtructed all the avenues to an ac- 
ceſs, that I one day faid to the Cardinal with ill-hu- 
mour, I would hear no more about ſeeing the Queen. 


© Why, you are a child, laid he; © et the firſt ebſtacle, 


chou are for giving up the point, but remember, © He that 
te ſtays in the valley will never get over the hill.” The 
« gale is propitious, you muſt Hail into harbour. I am 
going to propoſe a courſe Io you, the only one you have 


"* to purſue.” I forewarn you, it is a COUP Þ ECLAT 


« that I ſhall adviſe you to adopt. Fu 
Seeing me perplexed and confuſed, before I knew 


what the buſineſs was ; he made an end, by explaining to 
ine what he meant by a coup d'eclat. He told me, I 
muſt not heſitate to throw myſelf at the Queen's feet, 
but that he thought, in order to overawe our common 


enemies the more; I ſhould ſeize the occaſion to do it, 


at the time of the proceſſion of the Blue Ribbands, 
D | whic? 
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which was to take place on the ſecond of Wer Ab- 
cuſtomed implicitly to follow his ee 1 ry to 
act as he ſhould dictate. 

The great day at length arrived. F rtiſted with the 
petition I was to preſent, and the moſt ample inſtruc- 
tions to govern my conduct by, in every poſſible fitua- 
tion; I repaired, full dreſſed, to the Caſtle, and waited 
in one of the ſaloons till the proceſſion returned, As 
the Queen paſſed by, I fell at her feet, and delivered 
my petition; told her, in few words, that I Was lineallß 
deſcended from the VALofs; that I was ackhowledged 
as ſuch by Lewis the Sixteenth; thar the fortune of my 
progenitors, not having been tranſmitted to me with their 
name, I had no reſource but in the King's munificence, 
his Majeſty being in poſſeſſion of the major part of the 
eſtates they had enjoyed ; that having found every ave- 
nue to her Majeſty's preſence ſhut againſt me, deſpair 
had determined me to take this ſtep. 

The Queen raiſed me up with kindneſs, received my 
petition with her uſual complacency, and ſeeing me 
tremble, condeſcended to bid me hope. She then paſſed 
on, telling me to make myſelf eaſy, and promiſed. to 
pay regard to the object of my requeſt. | 

I withdrew, my limbs tottering under me, and had 
ſcarcely reached home, when I received a note from the 
Cardinal, in conſequence of which I went to him. After 
acquainting him with what had paſſed; in purſuance of 
his advice, I immediately wrote to Madame de Miſery, 
firſt Lady of the Bed-chamber, and waiting-woman to 
the Queen, deſiring her to deliver to her Majeſty an 
encloſed letter, which 1 took che liberty of addreſſing to 
her. 


The 


c 
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The 1 erening I received an anſwer from tay 
lady, containing an invitation to her apartment, at half 
an hour paſt ſeven. When I ſaw her, ſhe told me ſhe 


had laid my letter on the Queen's mantle-piece, that 


ſhe believed her Majeſty was at that very moment talking 
to Madame reſpecting me, and added, that her Majeſty 


had not been to church that afternoon, on account of 
the agitation my letter had thrown her into. 


In the firſt moment of our converſation, Madame de 
Miſery hinted to me, © that the honour I was going to 


= haveconferred on me, by being preſented to her Ma- 


« jeſty; muſt be a ſecret to all the world, not excepting 
ha Madame; warning me, that the ſmalleſt indiſcretion 
<« would ruin me paſt recovery.” hy! 

Our converſation continued till eleyen o'clock, when 


the preſence of her Majeſty at length put an end to it.--- 
How beauteous did ſhe appear ! I had always conſidered 


her ſo, when I beheld her, but the affability with which 
the received me at that inſtance, added to the charms 
of het perſon. I was again ſeized with a palpitation ; 
when her Majeſty was pleaſed, a ſecond time, to encou- 
rage me, requeſting my confidence, and ordered me to 
ſpeak to her with an open heart, reſpecting whatever 
concerned myſelf. At length I took courage, and after 


ſetting forth the nature of my claims, the ſteps I had 


taken with the Miniſters, and with the Princeſſes her 


ſiſters in-law, I concluded, by complaining with ſome 


aſperity, of the harſh treatment I had received from the 
Ps Her Majeſty ſmiled, and her looks at that 
2 moment 


*The 8 15 cue requeſted not to loſe | re- 
membrance of this poſitive inzunckion, through the 


courſe of theſe Memoirs. 
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Mörhent, Wed 6 to me "hilly i the explanation . 


0 of which is found in her leiters to the Cardinal. wt 


After a ſhort recollection, her Majeſty ſpoke to me « 

nearly in theſe terms: © I have peruſed your memorial 

« with attention and concern. I perceive that its object 5 
« is to urge the Miniſter to the reſtitution of ſome 6 
e eſtates, which have belonged to your houſe. r have 
cc peculiar reaſons for not complying with your requeſt, | 
which ſhall be made known to you, they being ſuch 
* regard you perſonally. 1 cannot reconcile the de- 
et fire I feel of ſerving you publicly, with that I expe- _ 


* f 


— 4 rience of ſeeing you familiarly ; ; but J may indireliſy 


ee do you the good offices you deſire of me. Send for 


cc your brother, (*) who being now the head of your 


e houſe, it is more natural that he ſhould perſonally 


ee ſolicit the favours to which it has a claim. I promiſe 


15 you, I will ſtrongly ſupport his ſolicitations, there- 


« fore make yourſelf eaſy.” ---Her Majeſty terminated 5 
the converſation, by preſenting me with. a purſe, and 


honoured me with a firſt ſalute; enjoining me to remain 
at Verſailles, TO SPEAK TO NO PERSON WHATEVER or 
THIS INTERVIEW, or of the ſucceſs of my petition, then 
quitted me, ſaying, Adieu, wwe. ſhall meet again.” 

It is material to obſerve, that in this firſt i interview, 


her Majeſty talked to me concerning Mapame, in terms 


extremely unfavourable ; that above all, ſhe inſiſted much 
on the duplicity of that Princeſs; ; recommending to me, 
0 


— 


* See No. VII. 
*The Baron de Valois, at that time a Lieutenant in 


the Navy. * {t is well known both in England and | 


France, how much he NE. himfelf on board 


the Surveillante. 


* 
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to beware of IE not to ſay a word to her about my if 


fairs; and adviſing me, even, not'toi/{ſe her any” more; 


8 which 1 could not but deem an expreſi prokibition. Mt . 
It. was ſaid that * che ſhould meet again. Aichi ; 


a few days after; 1 received a note, writtem by the hand 


of Mademoiſelle Dorvat, one of her Majeſty's women, 
containing an order for me to repair, between eleven 
and twelve that night; to the little Trianon. . Having 
attended pu actually to the appointed hour, I was intro= 
duced into her Majeſty's cloſet by Mademoiſelle Dorvat. 
received an explanation of what the Cardinal meant td 
intimate, when he ſpoke to me of *< fancy” and of there 
being « fometbing in ny rox M, pleaſing to ber Majefty”--- © 
Good Heaven]! thought I, how charming is the Queen! 
what affability 1- what an effuſion of goodneſs !---indeed, 
I alſo felt 1 at that moment ſomething more 2 
mortal. e | 3 
_ Her Majeſty put an end to our r long cönterehk by 
evincing her munificence to me, in the giſt of, pocket 
book, containing to the amount of ten thouſand livres, 
in bills upon the Caiſſe d' Eſcompte. The laſt words 
were, as un the firſt interview © Adieu, wwe ſhall meet 
* again. We did fo, both frequently and with e 
interviews, and upon the ſame footing. 

This confeſſion weighs down my ſoul, my heart trem* 
bles, the pen drops from my hand---O'my auguſt Sove= 
reign! It is to you alone I now addreſs' m elf! 1 Recall 
to your mind thoſe charming moments, which 1 
ſcarced are reflect on: recall to your memory, thoſe 
places in which they were paſſed, and thoſe in which 1 
expiated a guilt attributed to me, in conſequence of my 
concealment of them. Whatever be the contumely with 

; which 
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which it has ſince 8 Miielty ts anpryhelas s 


me; you will nevertheleſs find it imprinted on your me- 
mory, that you then raiſed me up to you; that vou 


placed yourſelf on an equality with me. But in vain 
did you condeſcend, before me, to diveſt yourſelf of 


the awfulneſs of Majeſty ; in the very manner of laying | 


it aſide, your dignity appeared, and inwardly I exclaini- 
ed, it is the goddeſs Flora, who; derobing herſelf of her 


| dignity, deigns to amuſe herſelf with an humble flow- 7 


eret. You are ſenſible, Madam, that in the firſt in- 


terview, and thoſe of the ſame kind which ſucceeded, 1 


never departed from that reſpect, with which you even 
obligingly upbraided me- and yet, it is that unhappy 
being, whom the bare approach of your lips, ought to 
render an object ever ſacred i it is the woman, whom you 
had honoured with the name of © dear friend; it is that 


unfortunate Dx V azors, whom you have forſaken, given 


up into the hands---ſhall I ſay of executioners?----ah, 
no |---Let me recall the pn cons to return to me | 
Cardinal. | 

From what I have already 8 it is Ae, ek 
it was the unbounded ambition of that unhappy Prince, 
which had conveyed, nay almoſt dragged me into the 
Queen's cloſet. I have alſo ſaid, that I had concealed 
nothing from him. As ſoon as he was able to applaud 
himſelf on the ſucceſs of his ſpeculation ; when from 
the nature of the benefits I received from her Majeſty, 
he knew how to appreciate the degree of beneficence 


| the honoured me with; he repeated with warmth what 


he had already told me of his fortune and mine, which 
he pretended were in my hands; and prevailed on me to 


watch for, to ſeize upon the firſt opportunity that offered, 
N 


ir 23 F - 
of recalling un without affecting to do it, into de 


ou offered, as favourable as it was poſſible to with. 
One day, when her Majeſty had add 


and reſpectſul duty, ſhe accidentally aſked me how T 


had been able to ſupport myſelf before I approached her 
perſon. Then was the moment for naming my benefac- 


tor, without appearing to do1 it with a premeditated deſign. 


1; however, ufed a good deal of artifice, pretending 


ignorance of ph ay on which the Cardinal ſtood with 


her Majeſty. I avoided an air of conſtraint and reſerve, 5 
which, had it been the leaſt difcernible, might have cre- 


ated a ſuſpicion, that I was deeper in the Prince's con- 
fidence, than I ought to appear. I therefore ſpoke of 


him in' general terms, as a man of feeling, benevdlent 
and generous; who, by thoſe various good qualities, 


had probably aqcuired the eſteem and the favour of her 
Majeſty; and I warmly enumerated the good offices he 
had done me. The Queen liſtened to me with ſuch at- 


tention, and regarded me with ſo inquiſitive an eye, that 


I felt the neceſſity of weakening the firſt idea, chat vi- 


ſibly offered itſelf to her mind; by hinting, that this 


munificence of the Prince was far from being confined 
perſonally ro me. As this was the firſt time I had ut - 


tered the Cardinal's name before the. Queen, ſo it was 
the firſt time I had obſerved how much her Majeſty's 


averſion to him, exceeded the idea he had given me. 
She was for ſome time ſilent, ſcemingly wrapt in pro- 


found reflection, and with the accent of a perſon who is 
juſt awakened, ſhe ſaid to me: 5* What I have juſt 


heard is pleaſing to me, but /urpriſes me! I did not 
Wy. | — e 


Queen's remembrance. It was not long before an ocer- 1 


a freſh favour - | 
to the many which had ſo juſtly enſured her my tender | 
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Geenen and firniliae: — 


longer have the ſame difficulties to —— Li im- 


parted my idea to the Prince, who conjured me not to 
omit any opportunity of ſpeaking of him; * 


pared me with inſtructions, as to the purport af my dif- 


courſe; ſuggeſted to me various introductions, and ap- 
Plied himſelf to train me up for the performance of my 
part. The taſk, however, was not ſo eaſy as we had 1 ima- 


gined. The Queen never uttered the Cartinal's name, 
nor ſpoke of any thing that had the leaſt reference to 


him; all my inſtructions were therefore entirely thrown 
away, as I found no opportunity to introduce the {mall- 


eſt mention of him. | 9 . 
At length an incident occurred, ieee me o 


execute my purpoſe. The Cardinal, having received 
two hundred thouſand livres as a pot de vin *y for renew- | 
ing the contract for foraging the cavalry in Alface, made 
me a preſent of twenty thouſand. I thought myſelf 


bound, not to let the Queen remain ignorant of this freſh 
inſtance of generoſity, with which her Majeſty ſeemed 
affected. I did not loſe fo favourable an opportunity of 
acquainting her with my 'gratitude, and the Cardinal's 
kindneſs; but this time I proceeded farther than the 


former. It was natural, that upon my having 
related ro the Prince, my firſt converſation with the 


Queen, on his account; he ſhould at leaſt have entruſted 


me with his troubles. I owned it to her Majeſty, and 


re epreſented 


End of fine or premium, 


derrafivn. "She ſuffered ee without 1 
tion, all tt t zeal and gratitude, at that inſtant, Fe 5 
N and diſcretion induced me to be ſilent, ſhe 
made no direct anſwer to any thing ſhe had heard, and 
read in her eyes that her prejudices were deeply rooted. 
1 even caught ſome glances expreſſive of anger, and might, 
even then, have perceived, that under the deceitful em- 
bers of an affected tranquillity, lay the fatal ſpark that 
afterwards kindled the conflagration i in which I was in: | 
volved. 8 
It cannot be BA * e al - 5 
the tender, all the paſſionate things he will ſee in the 
correſpondence I am going to produce, were nothing but 
diſſimulation on both ſides. The Queen, who had vowed 
his ruin, long before I brought. the Cardinal into her 
recollection, was: ſtill contriving it in her mind; and 
when her attachment to the Emperor, her brother, made OP 
her yield herſelf up at Trianon, and elſewhere, to the 75 
Audied tranſports of the unhappy Prince, (it is ſhocking | 
do reveal, but I know it to be a fact,) ſhe uſed to 
caſt upon him the ſame piercing. looks, with which ſhe 
eyed him on the day when ſhe demanded his head of the 
King. Such, alſo, were they, at the moment of the 
converſation, . which I now deſcribe. Nevertheleſs, ſhe 
would liſten to me with eondeſcenſton. I inceſſantly | 
reſumed the ſubject, and ſometimes the aukward manner 
in, which I introduced it, would raiſe. * ſiile in her 
Majeſty's countenance. | 
The Cardinal exhorted me to perſeverance; to which 
I 1 was inclined, f from a falſe notion that I rather 
E | | gained 
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225 RE hay His üg inne, 
Toe day adviſed che Cardtnaf to Vefltört bft a fetter; 
promiitg TY 0 be the Bearer of it miyfelf; to ze on 
the fiſt Decal on, hg delzeling it, Mar {KG ORE 46A 
: 5 rea Per i none Spontan outh urea: "4h ee 
Aays after, the moſt favoursble one prefered Her; « and 
1000 at period begins the cofreſphdltiice;" of ek ch, 
hat 1 have been able to ſave, will find a Pace 18 theſe 
Memoirs ; and -every 6ne of the letters will b be found 
dhnetted with the various facts, that 1 ati g goirlg to Ter 
down f. in regular fücceffon, in point of Ade ee 
"Number II. of this collection, is a Mera) cop of that 
firſt letter, written, it 84 true, by my advice, but not in 
the manner that 1 fuggeſte to the Cardin i "Wiſhed 
klin to expreſs no more than his wiſh to "cktvlpate 
Himifelf; yerit wilt be ſeen, that, according to his Uftal 
practice, he was already impatient to diſclofe ſentiments, 
"Which," had he experienced them, he duglt to have fop- | 
Pr «fed? and which, not experiencing, it Was un Un 
Pärdonable falſhood in him to utter. Bekl hir, at 
"the very commencement already talking of the 198 of 
dope ſÞining on his bart, of her Maſeſtys & gelten 
e orb and of his on t  fiavtty”" The Reader will ' 
"moreover pleaſe to obſerve” in it, as a proof of what 1 
have already advanced, that as 1 hack been the inftrn- 
ment, the Cardinal Had made uſe of, to put che Qiiten 
in mind of his exiſtence; fo! becattie the pr ten 
which ſanctioned, as I may ſay” his clairns to her re- 
| turning favour. My advice had been, not tõ mention 
me, but to begin with a written Juſtification ofHmiſelf; 
FAS Wing that the Queen deſired nothing farther of him. | 
Bur he was wont to treat me as a child, and to that in- 
diſ- 
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diſtruſt nary 
watch his pr proceedings... Though he could not, hand- 


11 


OU 


he conn BIO ITO of her Ma by's 185 pe, Thou 
L. hig diſapproyeg of. Juch, nconli encies, 0 . bo 
ubmit, an delivered.c> ch e letter, e 5 
The ſubſequ t. Jetter, (No. UL) lufficiently point | 
out, what anſher, the; Queen, charged! me to give, to BE 
firſt..,, The, only ohſervation I have to make vpon it, is 3 
thi hi „ that his communicating, the contents of 1 it to me, 
very my e me. It is obleryable, at at the 
: 5 be „it, contains a doubt, injurious to me; ; 
degree. of con nfidence with which the 
en might b GEM me. 4 thought 1 diſcovered” that 
his. 9 1 & Was, 19 leave to her Majeſty the choice of any 
other, interm diate perſon, and of courſe, to ſacrifice me, 
as ſoon as that other perſon, no matter whom, ſhould 


0 rile, 8 a 


offer; provided only, their ſituation enabled them to 
finiſh, the work which I had begun. 


The inſtant 1 the, Cardinal appeared t to o dittruſt me, chat 
atu ally. {became mutual, and I reſolved to 


bear communicating the letters he committed 


to, my. charge z I. felt. I ſhould but imperfectly under- 
ſtand the eorreſpondence, unleſs I alſo had a light of all 
thoſe 1 conveyed. to him from, the Queen, 1 therefore 
determined not only to read, but even to take copies of 
all that paſſed through my hands on both ſides. One 
motive that particularly ſtimulated me to this reſolution, 
mall be more fully laid open in the ſequel of theſe Me- 
moirs; all that I can now ſay of it is, that, norwith- 
ſtanding. the general confidence the Cardinal placed in 


me, he had ſome intrigue, concerning which, he ſhew- 


ed ſomething more than mere reſerve. "NF ſaw couriers 
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dt 5 ene ee, 

| hw A fa and at a tincture off Rae! bve#ſhade 
his chf ance. nk, Tf T cod habe wilted: 
what J only. came to the nowlege "of ter warde tat 
all chat myſteriouſefs had à relatiom to pSHðꝭm⸗⁷% 

ſhould not haye been, 40 unjuft a; as to complain of His diſ- 
<xetion.; (byt i in grreral, . knew tlie Cardinal not do be 
diſereet, and I little tuh pecked him of fieddling im po- 
dies: to that, > i muſt own, T tought gane bes Bit 
of intrigue was on foot; and T thank Freaben hit 1 
:F1elded ta, The impulſe of fmy curioſity, and got tht" bet⸗ 

4 ten of the reluctance 1 experienced when T Carte to the 


exeęution. To that precantion, blameaBJ&tN ſome ref. 


pects, but juſtified by the e event, Tam! ſndebted för the 
only weapons J. have left, ag gainſt the obävfacy of in- 
Juſtice, and the Vindictiveneßs 7 rope Pere 75% 
= It. is doubtleſs to be lamented, that out f wear tuo 
nadel letters, which the collection f this correſpond 
enag l haye contained, had! been able to to bring them 
together bs only thirty-one have fallen into my power; 
but 1 atteſt the truth, that * upp refs! notte; tHit” they 
are all 1 could poſibly cor . becauſe moſt of the öttiers, 
being of little or no conſe equence, vere blunt altnoſt as 
ſoon as received. Thoſe from the Nuees, which the 
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Cardinal would frequently peruſe with r Place, were not 
_ depobited.i in his s frong box, but i in his Efebibte,"% e it 
was ęaſy for me to find the means of 166kits over, and 

1 baer ing them. | As to thoſe from the” Prince, he 


dry 


21 


ways. ant the N. 4 ag pere 28 3 3 
capo e 8 . 8 oY 1 2 | ling. © _ vin * 
the mative e 100 + ; dldnet 


rake, that exguble, when they w ighification, and 
 this- proved: ich the caſe ie picker out Age 4 


* 


tion, it will ealily be | 
the . preſent to the Reader is not the it inf. 
ſerent h part the befor ementioned correſpondentei 
Previous co reſuming che thread of my iarratios; may 1 
d tc yobſerve, that as I never announced to the 
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public any thir ; more than the poſſeſſion of thoſe copies, 
the. condutt; of certain idle individu vals, and ſeriſelels 
80 muſt appear very tabular} bo 


24, 


have, fo! - forme time paſt, been abſt bent opom ad- 5 
vertifing a libel, laid to be written, by nie? gicunczed on 
ence, of which I was  faid to Have þretendad 
cha tho originals were in ty poſſeitop, ” "Phe bibi! 
How, was it pollible 1 ſhould polſels then e Wis I not 


obliged to deliver, to, the reſp El ve pattic all ehe Ner- 
ters and, writings. they ot ly £ traoſihicred to each other 


through my means? Had 1 inrercepted a 'fingle" Vine, 
wauyld;.n ; my; infidelity, have been der diſcoyered Zoo 
next meeting, TWO o words e 1 5” would R 

accelerated my ruin- NO. 1 never. bad e f w 
pretend that I pleted the or origin | to promiſt an im- 
poſſibility; bur I h ave, Haid, f in general dmg, that 1 
| print letters ff om the Queen. to the Cardinal 1 1 


lee fl fulfil y engggetmes tt. 
It may be ſeen, by the ſecond letter Þ ths Cardinal, 
chunk. the Queen hz | abſolutely refuſed t the interview folj- 


cited in his firſt, and left no hope that it would be grant- 


ed; unleſs he would be able to excupa te himſelf" in 
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| 5 bile Aiſpoled. to alter her mind relpefking hims nd 


* 30 3- 


ot, fob Herd h "when-he Ef "commu nded, XN. to 
lad ex 


ü bar anſwer, had expreſſed hexſell, gs.if the .imay 


1255 ined, it to ö be an utter impoflibiliy that Hex OL 85 


ſtify. g 1 have proofs againſt h 
which vie lope in his pt 


1 bl oh en ingalidace,”(,T $ dn 
| the Cardinal, that, her, Majeſty; 


* ej " 
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451 repeated ro him the Queen's on, Words, che ſaid 
ſomething to me, wrapt in great obſcurityʒ G this, hy | 


21550 


ever, gare me a little knowledge of che bang of at 


political i intrigue, of which J haye ſaid a few W ts oe 
concerning which T had been ſo, egregioully. x taken. 

He gave me to underſtand, that the Queen Ya got 
Wy an abſolute miſtreſs of. her own actions, EY Tn F 


1 991 We! Rood as much aan Rr 925 


bee the FW Mn not $40 of het how. pero 


ambirion, but of that of the Emperor, her brother. 7 15 N j 


That ſingle word was the Key to all  the\qmyſiexigus 


tranſactions between him and the various agents hee 
quentlyſ ſaw arriving, and who, I ſuppoſed, were Germans. 


1 underſtood hewasin correſpondence with the e 
and that, probably, i it was the wiſh of the Que n, tha 
Cardinal ſhould be at the head of affairs; in which ſup- 


poſition I. was perfectly right. However, as, that 3 


could not efface the impreſſions made on me by the 
Queen 8 laſt words relative to the Cardinal, Jtold him, 
- but adding 1 | hoped I was miſtaken, that her Ma- 


a jeſty ſeemed more. diſpoſed | to imjure him, than! to æxert 
e to obtain his elevation; 0 chat I ſaw no ay to 


remove 


2 ＋ 


— 
— 
he, 


not 


aeg lee 5 A e . 
flavt” fad he ol 


* is 8 eng ene requeſts of the Queen. It contains 


fact prior in point of date, which few 'of my re aders : 


manner of reftraint.---That fame Cardin Sil 
words, in order to prove to the Queek), 1 t all the 
charges laid doainft him were ſo many Ralfkeled, and there ore 
Daindetolls'kecuſations, has repeatedly infotriel me," fi 


; t 3 1 
** Mons Gti AL * 1 


V. WAs the knee eker of 5 N 0:08 


J 
 Therricle Ne, vl Aae tncereting,” ate 
| ad with that attentioh, ich ke Gu d nal 


111 JL 


28 


51 


nce;” announced the day before, 5 and "refers 


70014 ſuſpect the nature of. 1 think it neceſl: ur 7, there- 
fore, to explain to them, whatever i in that Ton TH GT 


might be Unintelligible, as 1 have now bid adieu u to all : 
Ty i {6 prof _ | 


jo 14 reſentments were unfortunately Well groun 2 
He has entruſted me wich the ſecret, "that" _ 


time of his embaſſ) to Vienna, when the Gen Was Ye 
Archducheſs; emboldened by the levity offer Wn 
our, he had preſumed to pay his ae to Hef, which 


had not been rejected; that his expected happines had, 


| however, Pale away Uke a dream; that the 'poin f ed 
preference 


; io 


\'a German officer had obtained” 3 befke 
his eyes, had ſo enraged and” diſtractłd "Kin," 48 10 


make him hazard indiſcreer ſpesches 1 char le did 15 


doubt but the Queen had preſerved tlie re weimbratlde 
of that irhpredthce; +0 Which he attribüteg the trace 


he had dangtüſned under, ever ſincs ler Mija * 


ceſſion tothe ;throne.-: He mentibnet tor me, one 445, 


that when the eee paffed through S050 trne, on 


hege 
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in 8 Old Cardinal hi e 
having thrown himſelf at ber tert, 20 kiſs the hem of 
her robe, ſhe had kindly raiſed him up, and, bluſhing, 
held out her hand, which he ſaluted with the miſt ex- 
quiſite ſenſation But,“ addded he, that was the 
_ & laſt look of tenderneſs I ever experienced from the 
« Princeſs. Hurried into the vortex of the court, the 
e ſaw herſelf ſurrounded with ſo many adorers, that I 
* was no longer diſtinguiſhed in the crowd. The Count 
= Artois eclipſed them all; yet the Count en 
« was but an object of coquetry . 
This confidential communication netelfiaily. gave 5 
birth to another, which muſt alſo be imparted to the 

public. We ſee by the Cardinal's own defence, that 
he was ſomething more chan ſuſpected of havi fabri- | 
cated, at Madame Dubarry's, the letters to which I have 
alluded. He has told me they were the produee of his 
ee chat the Empreſs Queen, who loved him, 
ving heard of the errors imputed to her daughter, had 
applied to him, in order to gain the information ſhe 
deſired; that attributing to the intrigue of the Count 
d'Artois, the diſlike the Dauphineſs expreſſed for him, 
he had related the truth, without the leaſt diſguife; 
that thoſe fatal letters being found among the papers of 
the Empreſs, after her death, had been ! to the 
Queen, by the Emperor. 
Tyhunderſtruck at this confeſſion: - How ! cried 1. 
hae the Queen ſuch papers in her hands, and you charge 
= to aſſure her of your innocence !' He ſtill drew his 
. arguments 
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den 1 : 

her name; and above all; 0; he mat Me, Meet 

had boy edge of theſe let hich the CHARA i- 

ſelf knew had been tranfimitted to her by tlie Ef LOG 

----What 'refiletnent of ®iffimulation 0 E . 
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Princeſs? In a 50 rd; che Queen poſi ©] ig over _ 
- paſt tranſactions, and WY 12 all MAI hs way | 
 fions are obliterated; (C) 5 | Yo : 
The Emperor's inflrations mut 165 bots very N 1 
ſitive, he muſt have been heartily tired of the Count de 
Vergennes, and highly incenſed againſt chat Miniſter,” , 
to induce the Queen, his ſiſter, to act a part * 8 
thy both of her diſpoſition and her rank. 8 
Me are come to the moment, when in 0 to as 5 
liate in ſome reſpects, the Queen's conduct, it is neceſ-, _ 
fary to ſhew, that nearly about this time, the correſpon- : 
dieence, which, as I have already had occaſion to ſa; ons 
commenced between the Emperor and the Cardiral, 
was extended to the' Queen, and that the grand negoc 
tions, I ſhall have to ſpeak of hereafter, wete, at the eve 
of been entered upon. It is to thoſe hs, 
ininitely more than to the ſmall aſcendancy I had over 
her Majeſty, that the meeting muſt be attributed, which 
was thought to be my work, and at Which was myſt 
aſtoniſhed ; yet it would appear, that the Queen wiſhed ©. 
mae to believe, that the Cardinal owed: all to” me; my 
influence ſeeming to increaſe, in proportion as the Car- ; 
dinal conceived hopes of recovering that which he had 
loft. Her Majeſty continued to ſhower- benefits upon 
me, and each ſucceeding day ſeemed to add to the con- 
fidence with which ſhe honoured me. I in reality was 
become an important perſonage ; for ſurrounded as the 
La was a 5 Sinne eee ſince ſhe had. 


reaſons 


SIT 


* Sec No. VII. 85 


1 — 1 * 
8 IO LO OE 2 $42; 
{> * 1 . 
TOP BE | Eg 2 OD 
* c TS.” , . 
TS, p \ 
ES vg 
x 12 0 . 
1 * 8 - 
Hy 8 


W 8 FF . 1 4 . n N 
nn 2 8 CCW ml FO * ak. * * 2 * a 
A ene P : £55 T > „ : 7 
„ gt N TS. n 2 2 7 . 1 1 2 a KS 
L 2 3 4  « Fay T7 wt 82 * * * { * e 2 2 % * * * 
N. Mt 5 e 0 2 1 © 
2 a b * 4 ; of, 3. 9 ? o A E 
51 a * — 5 2 
4 3 
3 - wy ww 2h + 
* 1 % 1 75 ».\ 
O's PE 3 N - 
my 4 = 8 
8 a 
bY ; « 
Mg 


nan to treat Ii ah . ot FRE to e 


8 ſhe could not have found a perſon more proper 
than myſelf. to ſecond her views, as they ſo perfectly 
coincided with my own, Nan directed 40 — but 


* 


* 5 N 9 


„* 


wi 10 frequent were the 3 e wigs ple,” 
of all my caution, I was ſometimes ſubject to diſcovery; 
and the number of perſons who ſought after me, 
made me ſufficiently ſenſible, that I had many ſelf- 
created confidanta, to whom my confidence had never 
been imparted. 1 was obliged to be ever on the wing, 
ſo faſt were letters multiplied on EA de Y have ſeen - 


the Cardinal write- four in a day. : 
I have already noticed, that 1 ond took copies . 


Phatever appeared to me in any way remarkable 2 for 
inſtance, I did not miſs the letter No. VIII. It proves . 
how far thoſe of my hireling detractors ſwerved from 
truth, who have dared to aſſert, that ] cauſed to be : 
forged the letters that I conveyed to the Cardinal, from 
the Queen. Not to advert to the abſurdity: of ſup- 


poſing, that. the Prince did not know her Majeſty's 
hand-writing, it will be allowed, at leaſt, that if I could, 


in that particular, ſo groſsly impoſe upon him, I could 


not poſſibly make him believe that the Queen © ſmiled + 
upon bim and © publicly made him fignals of intelligence.” | 
This is the language of the letter referred to; I cannuot 


have dictated it to him; ;---E cannot have written for 


him;---I cannot have faſcinated his eyes, ſo far as to | 


make him believe that the Queen faule n bim, if 


ſhe a did not ſmile; that ſhe © pablicy made bim 
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158 - us of bee i 185 8 POND were. public | 
made; if he ſays, that © be is the beppih of nals for 
1300 having /zen thoſe © ſmiles,” and « ſignals. of intel, * 
gence,” it is, decade he kgs * . Na bis. aun 
* BE — 
It is well bam that I had no kind- of. intercourſe 
wich that mountebank Caglioſtro, and that, conſe ently, 
I did not ſecond the impoſitions by which he ſported 
with the Cardinal's credulity. The Queen had ſmiled, 
had put on a gracious countenance; the Queen there - 
fore, at the period · I am ſpeaking of, was, or pretended | 
to be, freed fram her prejudices; I had not, conſe- 
| quently, deceived the Cardinal, when I firſt gave him 
hopes, and. afterwards aſſurance, of that revolution. in 
his favour. I had acceſs to the Queen 1 had a ſhare 
in her confidence; and long before ſhe vou chſafed to ſmile 
on the Cardinal, and Publicly male bim fi Cual, of intelli- 
gence, I had apprized him that ſuch. was her intention; 
but that ſhe withed to maintain.an appearance of reſerve, 5 
to cover the reconciliation ſhe conſented to. Thoſe who. . 
have ſaid that I feigned to have influence; that 1 fo 
writings, that I had no acceſs to. the Queen's perſon, 
were therefore ſlanderers: and what was ſhe herſelf, the 
proud Auſtrian, when at the very moment of her oyer- 
- whelming the Cardinal with all the awfulneſs of incenſed 
c Majeſty, ſhe denied to him, in preſence . of the King. 5 
that ever ſhe had known me? 1 hope that when I come 


ic that melancholy part of my narration, the, reader will 


pleaſe to recollect this obſeryation 2 which my impatience | 
has forced me to eee | 2 


Notes 


* ligence,” had urged ſome an 
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5 Notes cad letters mel in pid — to _ 6% 
but the parties did not perſonall . 


was urgent, I became nee with the Queen. . At 


length, on the 1 5th of May, I obtained from her the 
note numbered (IX.) It will there be ſeen, that her 
Majeſty promiſed 8 ſhortly to gratify his deſire 7 
« her, and tbat ſhe found no, foult with it.”--;Moſt; . 
ſuredly that part of the note will not he peru 
difference, where her Majeſty condeſcends to 5, a lee 
ture on eircumſpection and prudence to t n, Wh 
in her firſt letter ſhe ſtyled, the moſt indiſereet of - men.” 
It muſt be owned, it was. ſingularly curious that her 
ie ſhould take upon herſelf the taſk of inflru8reks - 
to fo elevated a religious n 

The paper No. X. requires no explar nation. 5 Tikes: 
body underſtands that the imperſonal « on,” is the King, 
33 already informed of the << ſmiles and fignals of intel- 
mbiguous interrogatories, 
We muſt not anticipate by any hints the unravelling of 
the © ſcheme which will ſurely give Pleaſure :" 1 ſhall re. 
quently have occaſion to ſpeak of Trianon. 

The letter No. XI. conveys at once an ew: both 4 
che Cardinal's ſtyle of gallantry, and of the indulgent 
acquieſcence with which her Majeſty received a * 
declaration of love. The Cardinal had not mentioned one 
word to me of all he pretends to have ſaid; but in love, 
as in war, ſtratagems are allowable. However i impor- 


tunate I muſt often have appeared to the Queen 1 in the 7 


Cardinal's behalf, 1 certainly never ſhould have taken 
upon me to retail ſuch ſenſeleſs ſtuff to her Majeſty : 


nay, I had pry * Care, PP time that the Prince's | 
name 
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name was an in e to big Tp ex- Te 
Fa preſſions that could attribute to his earneſt ſolicitations, | 5 
mw 5 8 any other motive than that of dutiful reſpect. It 1 is true, fo 
6 Ng? the Queen had even more than hinted to me, that ſhe , 
3 was not ignorant of the motive which . influenced the 
| 35 F Cardinal to court the return of her good graces. But, oh 
RET, - ( cannot too frequently repeat it) as her Majeſty was her- 1 
| ſelf ſwayed by political conſiderations, ſhe did not think i it 
extraordinary, much leſs was ſhe offended, that the Car- 
dinal's proceedings ſhould have ambition for their lead- 15 
1 nal principle. But whatever motive might have in- A 
EF; ' | - docedfrhem, I made my repreſentations, which, ac“ ; 
E: 1. cording" to cuſtom, proved unavailing, and I fulfilled 7 
muy miſſion, that is, I delivered the letter, of the con- 
tents of which I had taken the liberty to expreſs my diſ- 
approbation. While the Queen was peruſing it, I care- 
#8 fully obſerved her countenance, and was aſtoniſned at 
- the ſerenity with which ſhe went through all the trifling 8 
nonſenſe it contained; but her e TR fince aug FT 
me 8 wonder at nothing. 1 
ä Having embarked i in this flrange credits 7 
will be imagined that my intention- is to purſue it to the 
moment when, for the firſt time, mention is made of the 4 
fatal NECKLACE. That valuable bauble, which. has 
given birth to ſuch univerſal converſation and conjecture, 
will certainly be ſuppoſed to be the principal object of 
theſe Memoirs. To that fubject alone F ſhould have 
confined myſelf, had it not appeared to me eſſential, that 
I ſhould previouſly relate the circumſtances which pre- 
ceded that buſineſs, and brought on the horrid cataſtrophe 
that followed: for it is evident, that from being ignorant 
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of 4 concatenation ah l Me: : 
ten perſons who | have {Weng to W an 3380 of . wt 
chat intricate and unhappy affair, have either found. © 

themſelves led into a labyrinth of confuſion, of have 
formed the moſt unfavourable impreſſions of my con- 

duct, in conſequence of the various libels publ. 4 - 
againſt me by the hirelings of the houſe of Rohan. 


I ſhall for the reaſons alledged, J hope, ſtand nc; 


if I continue to diffuſe, over the particulars of this cor- 
reſpondence, all the light that is requiſite and it will be 5 
found that thoſe circumſtances, which at the firſt ſignt 
might appear of trivial conſequence in themſelves, be- 
come of importance as they relate to me, and, of courſe, 


* 


to all thoſe who feel an intereſt i in, and ſeek after the ; 


truth of that myſterious tranſaction. 8 

The paper No. XII. gives rife to refleninen Ru a very ; 
ſingular nature, A note from a nobleman of the higheſt. 
rank, from the Lord High Almoner of France, com- 
mences with the following words, which the Queen is. 


ſuppoſed to underſtand : © THz Savacz!”---Now, as 


none but the Queen, the Cardinal the Savage, and helf 


are acquainted with the meaning of that term, it is not 
foreign to the purpoſe to inform the non· initiated, that 
this appellation was the nickname of an obſcure man, 
known but to few, under the title of Baron de Planta, the 
Cardinal's toad-eater, not to name him after, Voltaire, 
the Prince's friend.” It will appear in the ſequel, that 
he ſhared with the Cardinal in his perilous adventures. | 


On the peruſal of this note, is it poſſible to repreſs a 
ü, if not of indignation, at leaſt of the uttnoſt 


aſtoniſhment To ſee a | mighty Queen, in other re- 
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9 55 PRO this Baron de Planta was in the ſecret, as well as myſell, 
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„ ee 1 c . e 
| bear with nepanity | fat indecorums, not to ſay inde- 
ceneies. Nevertheleſs, fulſome as the language of this 
note is, it 15 evident that the Queen perfectly knew, that 


and that ſhe was ſo little offended at it, that ſhe even 
vouchſafed to ſhew him a gracious countenanee, or, as 
dle Cardinal expreſſes it, * /ignals of intelligence: In- 
deed, it muſt be owned, her Majeſty was very laviſh, of 


| -*- . thoſe ſignals. I underſtood chem well, and thought m 


« | ny enchanting; I do not wonder they turned the poor - 
Baror's brain; leſs. favour from ſuch a quarter was 
mien ſufficient to. Hevililes the ae f any 5 
man. t e e | 
3 to the ord of ies, 1 now. come, to an ra : 
8 8 which ! cannot poſſibly paſs without more minute attention 
do it than I have paid to thoſe which hau g preceded, * 9 
; | earneſtly i intreat the reader, before he proceeds. a line "TY 
ther, to-read attentively the paper (No. XIII.) which i is, 
à literal copy of a letter, written by the Cardinal to the 
748 En immediately after the ſcene, in which Mademoi- - 
ſelle Oliva acted the part ſo much, talked of 1 in the pro. » 
ceedings on my trial. 5 
When my relation draws to a eee "when he 
various ſtratagems are developed and expoſed to view, _ 
which have been uſed to prevent my communicating any © 
circumſtances which might reflect on the Queen; it will 
then be underſtood, why, what I am now going to relate 
-| FE that ſtrange incident, differs ſo eſſentially from 
| whatever was ſaid, at that juncture, upon the trial. 
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ria 
rimethey laboured ale perſuade my _ e ee 
5 honout muſt be eee if Ido nor ſpeak truth. Tr | wo 2 
| alot ak ae pg 
ſaid, againſt all, that I myſelf ſaid before my judges; _ 
| truſting that this declaration will not be deemed extraor- e 
dinary, when, it is conſidered as being the reſult of a mind, — 
now, not fettered by oppreſſion, and which had in te 
former inſtance beęn actuated by fear and apprehenſſon, 
and trembling under the ſword of tyranny and injuſtice. 
One day that the Cardinal and myſelf were croſs exa- 
| mined on'a delicate point, which neither of us intended 1 e 
to clear ups rom a reſpect for the Queen; I ſaid ſome ©. 
thing inconſiſtent with the truth.  <- Ah, Counteſß (id Pe. ol 
« the Prince) how can you confeſs what you know'to 
« be falſe?” Like all the reſt, my Lord, anſwered I 
< ever ſince theſe gentlemen have put interrogatories to fo 
. ug! pn eee wed de en e 
« a ſingle word of the truth.” WE SS 
a Nor was it poſſible we ſhould; EY Selig . 
put to us were ready prepared, nay, often the an- 
| ſwers to them; and we were obliged to frame our re- Re 
plies in the manner preſcribed, or expect death, in the 
Baſtille. This our counſel inceſſantly repreſented to us. 
Let any one judge; of the reliance to be had on-a chain 
of evidence, in which each interrogatory was calculated 
to bring forth the reply. that had been previouſly at- 
tached to it! th 70 word, all Te I, at this perivd,\and . 
G unnd, 
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RC - unenidarraſſed, 1 conceming hepa 
EE” the Queerinthe whole of this unfortu 

vas nat permitted to ſlate at the ti 
Fo Hencethe falſe notions which the public have zunhibed? 


NS hence the advantage wy detractors will have, by accuſing 

Fs me of being falſified, either At- the time of my trial, r 

1 akt. the preſent period. ee b E , 8 
Withvone word, I hope, however;;þ can ret e 

ce, I was then compelled, to: falſhoodz or death, | 


. 
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, 
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rr . fr LAT a rags, I ener; 011-2 1p te 


1 7 LE [ by the hand of an extcutioner; to day L-mu:ſpeak. | : 
dee truth, or die by my own; bor 1 am made deſperate . 


— 


72 have eee ade jou; ne viert, . 
| pe conſiderations, that had brought dog „ 
5 beings; who, in the main, mutually. deſpiſed and de- 
fs teſtod each other eee en eee hn | 
2s. witneſß to all chat paſſed, confidant to. both che her- 2] 
OP . ——— 0 
SR vented. their proceeding to open - extremities. Ir has ; 
Nh nal was, in his ſpecches concerning he Queen.3-apd d 5 
mg SS | eel oms Hil e ee On the other hand, the 
Queen intimated to me from time to time, that ſhe was 
5 eee with bis indiſcretions, eee 5 
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1 tereſt enemy. 32.7 I ti he A) 
cern; for, from thence, Þ rather deſpai 


ceſſary to their reſpecti 
dinal was ve 
for ſome time paſt, the Queen did not wait for my men- 
tioning him to her, but often was before-hand with me, 


had an evident n to end me converſation to that 
Wee: ſubje&, rt oe Th bes e GER 2 K 3 1% i 


I hid always ſought to elude, It is manifeſt he wanted 


ſentiments 1 ſuppoſed the 'Cardinal ent 
that 1 might have obſeryed; in his diſcourſe, in his oon 


2 letters to her Majeſty, which' contained ſentiments, 
yet were couched in ſuch language they could not be 
miſwunderſtood, and having noticed, as ' have already 
obſerved, that her Majeſty peruſed them without an 
tokens of diſapprobation, I thought 1 might venture 
at length, to hint, thar I believed the Prinde was 56g 
ed with ibe noſt tively paſſion er ber perſon.- One day, 
therefore, when the! was urging me on that head, upon, 
IE RE bel MA; e * 


os _ aps W 
; 85 f „ 0 : . 5 ny * > 
ST e # | Neg 
2 LY at 5 o Vi 
The ie Qu * one Sens in | id to me, . 


ee of the Cardinal: © Would ou believe it? this Z 
4 very morning a perſon worthy of credit and well ac N 
4 quainted with him, has aſſured me, he was „ 
wich attention, and felt u. 
red of ever being 
able bo eſtabliſh between two Binge, ſo ill Apesed e. 
wards each other, that cordiality, chat harmony, ſo ne- 
re views. Meanwhile the Car- 
ry urgent with me, and 1 took notice, that 


by aſkingqueſtions, which, though ſeemingly indifferent,” | ; EE, 
Before any mention was made of the bid Olit „ the || 


Queen repeatedly introduced. the delicate topic, which! 


to bring me to an abſolute explanation, on e a 5 


fidential communications. Senfible that Ih had . . 


however foreigii to tlioſe the Cardinal in reality poſſeſſed,” 


— ?ͤ—— r 


N 


ture not 


"© 1 


wu eng Yor thar T would war 
| cerity, on ; penalty "of Toling ke 


ay a an 1 
er Majeſty's favour: „ Ven- 
"raſtly, Haid The; —lincere ' or not, the | 


* Cardinal wants me to credit his profeſſions of ſince- | | 


. rity.---Suppoſe Ido? Pray, tell me what are erentu- 14 
et ally his views ? He' ought never. to 


. ave” hoped for one 
e favorable lock, yet 1 have granted him! his F : 


; 4 He writes to me- 1 anſw-er kiln! banks: have I had lei- 
te ſure, in ſome degree, to diveſt myſelf of the unfavour- : 


8 N : « able ſentiments: which I have been forced to entertain 
5 get | "of him, bur he obſtinately demands a private interview 
- &. Is} it in order to revive the ſtories he forged about 


« his reſidence at Vienna p. Do you know what he has 


e. to fay 1 to me ?---Does he ſtill ſee the Duke de Lauzun, 


+: « the Prince de Luxembourg is he yet on good terms 
c With Madame de Brionne? Does he till viſit at Ma- . 


«dame de Marignys $?---They fay he ſees a young lady - 


et of the! name of S 
« ſome i as 
Aſter a number of other cds 0 of the TY 
her Majeſty ſeemed for an inſtant to recol- 


« 


re 8 


| >. —_ 


E Leger, who 3 is reckoned any hands 


j 


le& herſelf, and then reſuming her diſcourſe, ſhe 955 
ceeded thus.---< 1 have ſufficiently ſignified to you, on 
74 various occaſions, how much reaſon 1 have had to 


| 4 f of the Cardinal. 


88 


P hough 1 have Pardon — . 


ed, 1 have not been able to forget his paſt miſcon- 


6 4 boa E „ of which I have told you that I have proofs 


« irrefragable ; nor can 1 ſhut my eyes on the recent evi- 
dence he has given of a culpability, highly deſerving vs 


reprobation. 


Prom” what you have been telling me 


yourſelf, he takes upon him to affect towards me ſen- 
timents, the more offenſtve i in proportion as they are 


* 


* 


tlie 


ku Re 
de Rs 6 


n 


9 liberty to obſerve, that from the moment \ ) 
« had the goodneſs to pardon” what is paſt,. t is con- 
« ſiſtent with. your natural - generoſity to loſe remem- þ 


0 1 with his Mercia, the Duke deT rl Os 
e and the. Prince de Luxembourg, whom bs juſt bo 
« mentioned deſignedly, make it the ſubject of their ; Hs 
e merriment. I have often had my name very unbe. 
« comingly brought in queſtion at the Hotel de Gu. 
« bife, al 1 Know that numbers who are deceh ed, by. 2p 
« his public converſation, think that I admit private” _ 
cc meetings. How would you. have me expoſe my- 5 
« ſelf by receiving privately, a man of ſich notorious. 7 
« indiſeretion? Who having preſumed ta write roman- Fes 
: « tie letters to me, would add to his bolly by. greater 9 5 
e extravagances, by caſting himſelf at my feet, talking 
« of love, and by carrying perhaps ſtill farther his raſh- 
ce neſs; and his frenzy ? ? I tell you again that 1 ſuſpect 35 
« him; that T-cannior impute fo extraordinary a beha- 
0 viour, but to a ſettled ſcheme to expoſe my charac- 25 


— 


« ter, and that if I had not ſome particular reaſons for 


« concealing from him my real ſentiments, I would for- 
4 bid you ever to mention him to me, and eſpecially _ 
charging yourſelf with his letters; I would 8 


« command you to let him know my will.” uk 
To thele circumſtances, I reflected I was no Kinkade; 


but the Queen had particular 1 reaſons to keep i upon good 
terms with him, and I was aware of the cogeney of | 


them.---< If your Majeſty, anſwered I, 
« me to plead the cauſe of the abſent, T would take the 
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i branco of, it. our Majefty”: 8 &enſure i is not in on- 
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0 aſking you this queſtion,” 0 


« ſequence. of your o N ut is y the 
_ 4,envenomed ſlings of envy lnd/malice;- If 1 haye pre- 
e ee give your Majeſty arr. idea of the nature — 
thoſe ſentiments-which I attribute to the Cardinal, 1 
«have taken- cate: to make them conſiſtent. with the 
proſound reſpect. Reaſon and reflection render - 
ae ner lenient, ſuperior to every other) in his 
mind; 1 the former is invo untary and ſuchas all men ch 


„Will, The reports reſpeRivg his re 
er © imprudendics cannot but be landerbus : I/ otüd wen- 
ture totale the moſt ſacred aſſuranees of it / \and'for 
this reaſon, that I never heard him ſpeak of 1 
0 Majeſty but in terms of admiration, and certditity 1 75 
Ce Puts on no conſtraint with ane; en 83 30'S. : Ia 7 
Here the Queen took a few turns in her dloſet, and 
coming back t me, with 4 choughtful lodk: „ An idea 
gccurs to me, ſaid ſhe; Pray, what female ac- 
& quaintances have you got? Tell me the names 0% 
ſome of your e e have my e 


ow Ita 8. * hs . 


— 


After r perſons with whom 15 ; 


een onnected, the ſaid to me: Do you 
« think yau have ſo much influence over any one „ 
thoſe women, as to prevail on her to comply with 
| to propoſe ? ou will e 
« perſuade me to grant the Cardinal an n ? 
but I have my reaſons for dreading an interview -- 
„ I. hall not be without vuneaſineſs till I have made 
cer trial of him. I will condeſcend 1 ſee bim without © 
bc u him} e ee you! : 


A F Mad. ** 


1 


wo grant him an interview. Were it not 
60 Konkel che darkneſs, to ſubſtitute 
e man in my ſtead, with whom the Cardinal. ny! Ws 
« converſe,/while he; at FR ame time concludes, bes 
* addrefling himſelf, to me? I IG ner eight to 

« overhear their con erſt aſian 1 hen, K 
Tl: howitowahk. wich 1. I _ a 0 hy Wo cal: interview, and N 


<p 


. A 


p „ lots g, W the. — r eee ment 
do you kno of none who wou e 2 8 with 5 


cc dence? The matter, 
4 * gicater;conſideration than. 1 r eee req 
OW will talk —— 
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er Majeſt ad queſtioned whether Madame de Cre 
could eombiy wichacke Pang withouti previouſſy chu: 
uinlance which could norbe 
e 8 e VE 


a * 
: agreeable. I obſerved, beſides, that the very natu dre 
frar of being diſeovered by the C ardinal, and detected 
in the performance of ſuch an impoſition on him, ap- 
- peared to me an inſuperable bart In that caſe,” ſaid 
the Queen, interrupting me, „I would make my ap- 
"0 pearance, and extritate the Lady "out of her diffi- 
« culty. You may tell her, thar ſuch an act of e com- 
E plaifance will very much oblige me. 
This manner of expreſſing herſelf was ent to 
a command, I no longer inſiſted, but quitted her Ma- 
jeſty, promiſing my vtmoſt GA to 2 her 
ſatis faction. 
At that period of U time, , my huſband had no NI 
ledge of the political intrigue between the Queen and 
| the Cardinal; he only knew that I was. admitted to her 
Majeſty, and that it was to her liberality I owed W. 
affluence of which he was a partaker, The Cardinal, 
from motives which 1 never ſearched i into, "continually 
.recommended to me diſcretion with regard to Mr. de la 
Motte. Hitherto J had ſcrupulouſly followed his ad- 
vice, but the reflections I had made on the Queen's 
ſtrange and whimſical plan, on the fickleneſs of diſpoſi- 
tion in the perſon ſhe had pitched upon, together with a 
multitude of other prevailing conſiderations, determined 
me to conſult him in ſo delicate a conjuncture, and I 
diſcloſed to him the whole affair. He turned pale while 
he liſtened to me, and his peremptory refuſal of being 
concerned in an intrigue, which he called dangerous, ; 
put me groſsly out of temper. I urged the matter forci- | 
bly, and by dint of perſeverance and perſuaſi jon, I made 
hi m at length underſtand that his happineſs and mine 
| depended . 


Vik 8 


1 | 


PEEL 
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ang cen whole "night in bee ebene 


duly weighed, we igreed it was dat 
to introduce her into the ſcheme. That her family 5eit 


very ambitious, might avail. themſelves of the r. 12 


nity to ſupplant us.. Ways migbt be found, ſaic M. de 
la Motte, to ſatisfy the Que 
one, but! 1 will not explain my meaning before we agree 
that the Cardinal be let into the ſecret. Þ aſſented, and 


gave him ph account of all chat had paſſed. and of what 

we were Planning. 1 told him, it was a brlal he muſt 
go through, or give up all hopes of a farther interview; | 
A 1 a while; he burſt into à loud laugh. 


How, then, ſays he, can the Queen really think chat 
1 1 cam bo fo grofsly impoſed on? Well, no matter, 


_ « I will comply wich every thing. Tf the is fond of 


« farce, we muſt give her one. You may reſt aſſured, 
«ſhe ſhall never know that. 1 was forewarted, and I wil 


8 play my part in ſuch a' manner as ſhall leave her no | 


« ſuſpicion of x my not ating it in earneſt,” 


Every thing being thus agreed upon mt the Candi. | 


nal, the only remaining point was, to meet with a wo⸗ 


man who would anſwer our views. My huſband took 
upon him to find one who ſhould be induced to do, for 
a pecuniary conſideration, what” it was intended another 
ſhould do from a motive of ambition. Chance, on this 
occaſion; ſerved him better than all his enquiries could | 


have done. The er next * coming out * che Pa⸗ 
H lais- 


dep doom the de. and tha, we muſt yield.a blind. F 
; to 0 a ie 
nat, 


nd eee de Crug. Fut ee 5 
d'it was dangerous 'for, ourſelves 


n, withbut expoſing any | 
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bis Rohel Girdensz up a ght of FED - 
u very WarrbW; eee ebene ere eder | 
4 Woman, deveritly dreſſech holding a child of fiveſor-fix 
years eld by the Hand! Soeing her puſhed about by the 
exotid: aſtending and 'deſcendingy” he- offered kis hand, 
which the refirſeel; however, he helped che child up to 
the dop of che ſtalrs, where he rngaim proferred to fern the 
mother fafe horte. This propoſal, with ſum apparent 
reluctanee, ſhe ag epted. He chiereſore ꝓrooeeded with 
her to the ready ſurniſned hotel where ſnie xeſided, and 
was not long before he diſcbvered byi her c] arion, 
chat he as pretty nearly ſuch a machine ab he was looing 
; for. light intimations which ſhe gave f her ſituation 
not being the moſt comfortable; ſufficiently declared the | 
vould not turn a deaf ear to offers of a pecuniary na- 
ture. From the account he gave me of his diſcovery, 
+ prevailed on him to go to her again and to make 
ſure of cher by a preſent. A tccordingiy he did fo, and 
having renewed tlie former converſation relativr to her 
little dificulries; he diſcovered that a ſumsof three or 
four hundred livres Was for the prefent the object of her 
_ wiſhes! He embracedꝭ this opportunity to tell her, that 
he would not only lend her cat ſum; but would pro- 
cure her a more conſiderable one, provided ſhe would 
take an active Part, in a trick that was to be put upon a 
certain perfſon. Upon her enquiring what the buſineſz 
was, he told her that he was a married man, that the 
Queen ſhewed great confidence and kindneſs to his wife; 
that her Majeſty was deſirous of playing a trick upon 
one of the Lords at Court, which ſhe had imparted to 
Las ens her with the 2 of: che whole, 
. that 


% 


head in W to ae it dene e 
your ſne could ſubſtitute in her Majeſty's hlace chat 
e, Mademoiſlle Oliva, ſecined-peaſedthy walk enleularet - 
— acting the purt, and chats if ſher had nh 

he would that very evening bring his beg bb 
whom i ſhe might; gonverſe an the ſubject,. She(-apy. 
pearing to he: diſpoſed to do whatever. Ma requiredaf. = 
ber, he left her obſerving to hen chat che leaſh unpray 
dence on:her part Would be attended with her uin H 
That ſame evening, therefore, according toi; agrees 
ment, Irepaired with ry huſband to che young Woman's 
lodgings\to>whom:T gave ſome inſtructions concerning 
what ſhe had to don and we quitted her, leaving-a bag 
of 400 lires upon her drawers: The nent day the 
Countꝭ went in his carriage; and conveyed hen. Ves 
ſailles. l pretetlec chem early: in the morninga they-ar- 
rived: at the: cloſe of day, but I appriaed them chatithe 

appointed: the next night at half paſt twelve. Lhad 
ſcaroe had a minuteꝭs talk with her Majeſty, whoſe pre- 
fence was then rendered by etiquette indiſpenſahlę elſe 
where; ſo chat I had ſaid to her but theſe two words, as 
well as I can remember: Als reaa yt Jo- morrom, 
anſwered ſhe, „ at the Jams hour.” But the next day I 
8 acquaint her with our fortunate encounter with Oliva 
he at which ſhe laughed heartily. She then ſettled with 
&; me the ſcene of action, but as I was infinitely leſs ac- 
an quainted than her Majeſty with the ſituation of the 
to ground, I went to reconnoitre it, and prevailed on the 
le, Cardinal to accompany; me, in order to determine the 
lat 6 5 v 2 g "OR 


1 „ 0 8 * 8 n * 
. * - _— En oy 4 wry a>: * TE l a. Bt - n 7 * 4 OF 23; ; * 
9 * x: 1h 1 "Te * 3 > , E- * % 9 — r r v 1 , * 
K 3 "I * K A 9 _ * * N : * * 5 * * 1 1 
8 „73 et * r n 
0 * « - 
: * k 5 * ”y * * 
1 . * * Ne dy * 


1 


4 - % * £ ? * 
. a, 7 ” P ; - 
*% e . 
— F * 
- ; T8 
+ I * » 
U *% by 5 
. 
* . 
F #/ 5 3 * 
, ; . , F 
-. 
— % p „ } \ 
. 


cri d pehdan, irate £ PIN mise cube alt. 


zem the ſpot hich ſne had choſen” for that Purpoſe, 


; To render the ſcene intelligible, we muſt neceſſarihy 


linens cherche 


tre on which it was exhibited. This 
was the arbour at the lower end of the graſs-plat,” The 
arbour on tlie left hand pafh to, it, is en | 

CERT bern beam, -N by ROS: WOO 


0 Uw Ewan ert e deere 


— Ge wile? ace between the two. quickſets, : 


felf cloſe" to pp" whither ed Enn ae | 


forts a walk that leads you round the inclofure, wich- 


4 out letting you into the arbourcagfelf Eachiof the in- 15 


cloſures has its diſtin paſſage, and cheir entrances are 
at oppoſite files. The Queen had taken her ſtation in "| 
the walk between the two lattices,” which! in that place 


cloſe together in fuch'a manner, that no paſſage or com- 


munication is leſt between tlie two hedges. Her Ma- 
jeſty was attended by Mademoiſelle Darvar. © The Cardi- 
nal, who had reconfioitered the ground, had placed him- 5 


2 a few words e eye the- Leeds 8 antention.”: ER 
The poor girl was as fine us hands could . * | 


and had ſpared no coſt, do dreſs herſelf in the moſb ex-- 


quiſite taſte. From che queſtions ſhe had aſked: me, 


ſince her arrival at Verſailles, it was eafy to perceive. 


that ſhe expected ſome great adventure, and had pre- 
pared herſelf accordingiy. s But,” faid ſhe to me, 


« what will the nobleman. fay to me def he ſhould 
ee put fach and ſuch a queſtion, what ſhall I. anſwer 


£ hin. IE de offers te dature me, muſt I ler him? . 


5 Wichous 


Having placed her in a proper ſituation, 1 withdrew. 1 


1 A Wectatreis bats, F oy Fe br mk 11 Mark. e 2 
At che een hour Leaks the eee 

olſelle Oliva the roſe which the Queen had 
chlrged me;.to have deliver by her to the Cardinal 


was not ten ſteps diſtam from the cen, hen Oliva's 
timidity put: me greatly in pain for her conduct; no 
doubt the Queen experienced 4 ſenſation, for in 
ſpite of ee and caution, ſhe cou reſtrain | 
herſelf no longer, but cried out to her, „ Courage, 


« don't be afraid. (This Oliva confefled: in her depo- 
ſions.) The Cardinal being arrived, the converſation 
commenced. | He, who; was quite unconcerned, ſince 


he was in the ſecret, gave the poor girl every enoourage- 


ment, by only afking her trifling queſtions, and making his 


converfation meer matter of compliment. What diſcon- 


certed her moſt was, his talking to her of ©: paſt faults 


e being forgiven,” of his gratitude, and his making fair 


promiſes for the time to come, all which ſhe could not 


poſſibly underſtand the meaning of, and therefore an- 
ſwered at random with the monoſyllables yes or 10. 
The Cardinal made the moſt he could of thoſe mono- 
ſyllables, to expreſs. his happineſs; uttering the ptettieſt 


things imaginable; but took no other liberty but that , 


of gently raiſing her foot, which he moſt reſpectfully 
kiſſed. It was then that Mademoiſelle Oliva delivered 
bm 


* 


oy 5 - U 84 7 8 
him e elictbe Ed upon his be iff. He 5] 
. ſhould preſerve that. pledge as long as hae lived, 
calling it The reſe -of happineſs.” (10 Here. | col 30 
lected the Queen &, inſtructions; » Alk explan⸗ 5 
over, nothing remained but reer. 
ruſhed. fofth and announced the approach of Madame, 
and Madame Counteſs 9 Attaisz che conferends) was 
| broken; off as quick as lightning; Qlivajmaking her wax 
back tothe bench where my huſband was / waiting for 
hers the. Cardinal joining the Baron de Planta whom. 
he had left at a ſmall diſtance to watch, eame up ich 5 
bim do my poſt, and prevailed. on me to ſolow him bo 
| Fond che avenue, behind which. ha ſqueezed him elf up | 
ſee the Queen go by. Catching aa glance of her as 
dhe inſtant ne turned off che graſs:plat, up che walk thar | 
leads; pr the terrace, he deſired me to go aſtet hen Ma- 
Nr and endeavour to ſpeak to her, to know whether, 
the, 725 fatisfied,., 1 accordingly ripped, along aſten 
hen, and qvertaking her at her entrance into tie Caſtle, 
ſhe took me up ſtairs with Her; told me in ſubſtance, 
that, ſue had been highly entertained, paid me a few 
compliments, and forbid me to tell the Cardinal chat 1 
had ſeen her that night. I had no need to tell him of 
it, ſince it Mas at his requeſt 1 ade the. unt, 
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und l hes e e e „ „ 
bin as he was waiting for me with the Baren de Planta 
| NO NT. | 
- Baron mentioned in his croſs exam ation, | 75 


prove chat I had admiffion. to the Queen. ee en, | 


—_ 7 E 
l 
a 4 


E hog 


þ 2 Sad both fers and hear me. oY his pteſence tale | 

* this ſalemm eb; that, were I in my laſt meets 1 

„would repeat all chat I have here: written as dringinhs | 

8 genuine truthis- yes, in my laſt dying wilt, I would nοj 

5 alter a letter of this declaration, the firſt it has been in 

= my power to make with freedom. — 

- WM perfor Will ſay; ls it probable that a Qeen f Frame 

p ſbould entertain herſelf with ſich low! cotitrivinees Af 

=» WM. the Qukem of France was-indeed'whar/Ihe'obght! 70 be; 

& or' rather; was not what ſhe is, theſe methioits Wld foe 

"0 have been written -I ſhould not haye” the Paint 

do aceufe her of the blackeſt ingratitude, öf the then 

n BM fiockiag nſcnfibility. If the Queen of Frattec were ft. 

„ what ſne is ThouldF- have been to het what a defcheele | 

x bird is in the hands of a frowatd child; whoz'#fter Being | 

* anuſed with it for a few mometits; ſtrips it of its feathers, | 

3 one by one, and then throws it into! the deſtructive ta- iP 

bons of a devouring animal? Were nor che Queen of I 

„ France what ſhe ib, would that kingdom have becbfte : 

* ſcene of anarchy? Would an ignorant pedagogue of an 7 

. Abbe, (5) a troubleſome babbler, the brother of an ob- 4 

Ll | ſcure accoucheur, turn the ſtate uplide down, and ſuby ert bi 
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2 [OO EO OOEL would e und cellent argu- 
ment to advance, chat any act of criminality whatever is | 
improbable, becauſe attributed to Majeſty l Whoever f is 
verſed in hiſtory muſt know, that thrones are no protec- 

tion againſt even the blackeſt crimes by which hurianityis | 
too frequently degraded. I have made this obſervation 

meerly to oppoſe ſuch an argument as I have mentioneti 
being advanced againſt the circumſtances I have related, | 

1 eſpecially as there are > Rill more eee atters to 

5 peu 5 eee, 
| «Mira his ingrghren ay: e hindering which. | 
; ( F _ uhavoidably riſes, on the recollection of my injuries, Iam 
myfſelf again. I muſt be juſt---T have been guilty: of 
3 and of \ very great ones in this adventure, "emans 5 
tic as it is. 1 do not diſſemble with my own heart, that 
my giving the Cardinal a fore Knowledge of the Queen's 
project, was a breach of confidence to her Majeſty, but 
I therein yielded to my huſband's repreſentations, to the 
2 87 775 of mm own ambitious views," 1 frankly ac 
3 Tos . Tr + ee | 
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It would require a long note on this article; but © 
am too full of my own ſubject to enter into political dif... 
cuſſſons. I ſhall only tell thoſe of my Engliſh readers, 
v who may be ignorant of it, that when the Dauphin was- 

to be married to the Archducheſs, Mr. de Choifeuil ap- 


plied to the Archbiſhop of Toulouſe (now of. Sens) to 
have a tutor. The Archbiſhop gave him the Abbe- de 
Vermont, whoſe gratitude, ſeconded by the Queen's all- 
prevailing power, has ſignalized itſelf by getting his be- 
nefactur ned Prime Miniſter. 8 
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8 knowledged that I was guilty, and endeavoured to atone 
for it in the firſt pages of theſe Memoirs; but I at the 


ſame time ſubmitted, whether there ought not to be a 


proportion between the guilt and the puniſhment ? and | 


whether it was juſt, that the leaſt criminal of three ac- 


complices, ſhould alone undergo the Fan of a 


crime common to them all? 


\ 


In the circumſtance I have juſt alluded to, I confuls 
that I ought to have refuſed my compliance with the. 


Queen's whimſical deſire; or, if I did yield to it, to have 
kept her ſecret, But what ſort of a character in the ſame 
ſcene.do thoſe perſons fill, whom I may juſtly call my 
accomplices? 4 Queen, who after telling me all the 
horrible things I have related, againſt a man, whom 
« ſhe has reaſons to keep upon terms with,” deſcends to 


make herſelf ſport, by contriving a mock intrigue be- 
tween him and an inſignificant girl, humiliating herſelf 
ſo much as to ſubmit herſelf, as ſhe imagined, to be the 
ſubject of thoſe fooleries that very man was guilty of 


towards the girl! A Prince, who knows that he has kiſ- 


ed that ſame girl's ſlipper, and then writes to the Queen 


to thank her for her favors. Such are however the per- 


ſonages who (as I have already obſerved) by the junc- 


tion of their kg hg and diſcordant powers, have cruſh - 


ed me to atoms. | 
The-farce was over: the C e was pleaſed with 


himſelf for the dexterity wich which he had taken ad- 
vantage of the pretext to write fooleries to the Queen, 
and her Majeſty had been entertained, without ſeeming 
yet, to have formed any intention of permitting real in- 
terviews, poſtponing them under various pretences, and 
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evading a compliance with the Cardinal's artiſt ue” 
continued ſolicitations. Her anſwers hitherto conveyed 0 


by me were generally, That ſhe was buſied in ſeeking 


es ſome plauſible means, which, without giving a hold 
. 2 to ſcandab, might Open to him an eaſy acceſs to her 4 


« perſon.” A circumſtance which is explained in Let- 
ter XIV. ſerved the Cardinal to his wiſh. That circum- 
ſtance he availed, himſelf of, to write the letter alluded 


to. The bens to be made upon that letter are 
ſo apparent, that it would be needleſs to point them out 


to the intelligent reader. Still leſs ſhall I offer any on 
No. XV. that letter alſo ſufficiently ſpeaking for itſelf. 
I have already taken notice, that the Savage was the 


Baron de Planta, and that the Baron de Planta was the 
Cardinal's badow. On that day, or to ſpeak more pro- 


perly, that night, which was the ſcene of action in the 
garden, the ſhadow had followed the body to Trianon. 
As to the reſt the reader will form what concluſions he 
pleaſes. With regard to No. XVI. ſome ſurprize will 
naturally be created by the words © Theu---thine---thee” 
which in this letter are for the firſt time uſhered into the 
correſpondence: and I may again be accuſed of producing 
improbabilities but thoſe who may accuſe me muſt be : 

ſtrangers to what a degree Sovereigns, of either ſex, re- 
lax their dignity, when once they have thrown off the 
dull etiquette which they are obliged to maintain, how- 


ever irkſome. But a truce to matters of ſuch trifling 5 


import, I ſhall . to buſineſs of more conſe- 


quence. 
A certain courANV had preſented to the Cardinal, 


through the medium of my application, a Plan for the 
| * | 


1 t 59 1 5 


Regulation of the ions: The nature of it was, 


as nearly as I can recollect, a ſuppreſſion of the 


cuſtom of farming the Revenues, the Aids, the Land- 


Tax, the Twentieth the Tenths, &c. -The Com- 


pany engaged, provided thoſe ſuppreſſions took place, 


to bring into the King's coffers annually FORTY MIL - 


LIONS of livres more than the uſual receipts produced, 
and to pay one year in advance. The Quzen, in con- 


ſideration of this plan being adopted, was to receive 
ec four millions; MR. BE Carownt © one million,” 
and one other million was allotted to me, with © fifty 
thouſand livres per annum. The ſcheme the Company 
had planned, was to raiſe upon all inheritances, a cer- 
rain ſum, inſtead of all the taxes with which the eſtates 
ſtood charged. The heir, it was intended, ſhould pay, 
upon taking poſſeſſion of his inheritance, ten per cent. on 
the value of all the property he became poſſeſſed of, and 
this ſum ſhould liberate him, for life, from any future 
tax. By this plan there would certainly, in a ſhort time, 
have been no taxes ſubſiſting throughout France. The 
Cardinal had ſeveral times mentioned this project 
to the Queen, and it was after receiving the me- 


morial, and the particulars concerning it, that her Ma- 
jeſty wrote the letter now under the feader's conſideration. 


That, from the Cardinal, to which this is an anſwer, 
contained reflexions on the Comptroller General, who 
at thar time was Mr. de Calonne. I recollect the nature 


of them. He was apprehenſive, leſt the Miniſter, whoſe 
avarice, . Juſt for power, and craftineſs, was perfectly 
known to him, would, after having inveſtigated the mat- 


(er, E a diſapprobation of the ſcheme, and lay it 
12 de 
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aſide, in order to bring it forwards at a ſubſequent period, 
under ſome other appellation. To corroborate this, it 
is a fact, the Cardinal never did preſent it to Mr. de Cao | 
lonne : and when I urged him to it, he would anſwer, 
I will not make advances towards any man whom I ſhall 
ge foortly be in a capacity to command.” As to what regards 
me in that letter, the caſe is briefly this: When Mr. de 
Calonne was called to the adminiſttation of the finances, 
he received me with that ſpecious kind of civility, which 
is ſo frequently ſubſtituted for friendſhip, but which tis 
only a maſk for deceit. He, indeed, attended to my 
claims, the juſtice of which he could not but acknow- 
ledge, and for a long time buoyed me up, with the ſan- 
guine hopes he had flattered me with on the very firſt 
audience. All that apparent courteſy, terminated as I 
have before mentioned, in the vaſt augmentation of /even 
bundred livres, to my exiſting penſion of eight hundred. 

The Cardinal, who had expected as well as myſelf, that 
I ſhould have met with a leſs parſimonious treatment, took 
the firſt favourable opportunity to ſpeak to the Miniſter 
in my behalf, who, to exculpate himſelf, and alfo pre- 
vent further ſolicitations, anſwered, that © he had done 
te all that he was able with the King and Queen; who, 
* themſelves, bad fixed the augmentation, ſo that there was 
« no ſuch thing as bringing forward that ſubjeF again. It 
is upon the Cardinal's reporting this impudent falſehood 
to the Queen, that her Majeſty denies the fact, but 
though ſenſible of the Miniſter's rapacity, yet ſhe 
thought proper to excuſe him, by allowing that his 
fituation, as a Miniſter, mult often force him ta de- 


viate from the truth, 
We 


1 6 ] 


of in this letter. Thoſe © ozJzcrs,” fo diſpleaſing to 
the Queen, a who take advantage of her ene 
© to maintain their power of vexing and thwarting her,” 


are the Polignacs; © tis they,“ according to her Ma- 


jeſty, C who have abuſed her confidence, her condeſcen- 


ſion, and have contrived, by their knowledge of certain 
eircumſtances, to controul her at their diſcretion.” 


In what does the abuſe, here complained of by the 


f Queen, conſiſt. In having intercepted and obſtinately 
kept in their poſſeſſion letters and papers, written proofs 


of thoſe imprudencies, of which her Majeſty accuſes her- 
ſelf. The Queen, then, had palpably committed whar 


ſhe terms imprudencies,” antecedent to thoſe in which 
the made me an accomplice? Is it then ſo improbable 


as my ſlanderers would have it believed, that ſhe com- 


mitted or authorized the? imprudence” of the arbour, the 


c imprudenceꝰ of the falſe ſignature, the imprudence” 


of taking the necklace to pieces, and that ſeries of other 


Fx imprudencies” which form the principal tranſactions of 


her life. In what do the © imprudencies conſiſt, of which 


the Polignacs had, and ſtill carefully preſerve the written 


_ evidences? © In notes, in letters written with her Ma- 


« jeſty's own hand, in appointments and rendez-vous, 
c jimprudently addreſſed, as well to the Count d Artois, as 


_ © to other perſons at Court, and full more imprudently 
« entruſted to faithleſs hands.” In what more do theſe . 
K imprudencies conſiſt? * In memorials, with poſt. 


« ſcripts 


Wee come now to the Letter No. XVII. which requires 8 
explanation. It muſt not be forgotten, that the word 

« Miniſter” means the King. I have hitherto, but : 
lightly hinted at thoſe *< OBJECTS,” which are treated 
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1 
E ſcripts to them, in her Majeſty's writing, containing 
the proofs of unheard of exactions, in conveyances of 
ac money, loans, good-wills, favors ſold for money, &c. 
% &c. &c. all paſſing through the hands of the female 
« Treaſurer, PoLicnac!”----What has reſulted from | 
thoſe firſt mentioned «<< imprudencies?” Thar the Queen, 
fearing the Polignacs, has been obliged to keep on good 
terms with them---that if ſhe withdrew from them her 
fecret favour, ſhe continued to them the appearances of 
it in public: while I, who have not been ſo daring as to 
intercept and detain originals, and have only taken exact 
copies to produce, am repulſed with harſhneſs and diſ-— 
dain; and the ſame hand that feeds the avarice, the 
boundleſs luxury of thoſe who have abuſed ti uſts infi- 
nitely more than I have done, refuſes me the reſtitution 
of property, which was taken from me for having re- 
jected the propoſal of betraying the ſecrets of my Sa- 
vereign; nor 15 it conſidered that ſuch refuſal, as barba- 
rous as it is iniquitous, deprives me of all means of ſub- 
fiſtence !---Whatever be the efferveſcent heat into which 
theſe reflexions throw me, whenever. they occur, I wiſh 
I could ſuppreſs the letter, and the S which vill be taken 
for the initial of the word soPHa, and that licentious 
paſſage which ſettles the place of rendez-vous: it may 
particularly be ſuppoſed, that I ſhould have a great pro- 
penſity to retrench fromm thoſe ſcenes of gaiety, the part 
which I am made to act in them, but were I to leave 
out a ſingle word, I ſhould then leave an opening for 
my opponents, who wou!'d not fail to deny me all credit 
whatever. I ſhall therefore ſubmit Sperr ſyllable to the 
public eye. 5 


The 


lit 


t. 63 . ies 
The ſubſequent ler! No: XVIII. needs no com- 


ment. As I had long ſince loſt ſight of this correſ- 


pondence, in reading over this number, I can ſcarce 


believe my own eyes. I recollect, that about the time 


of its date, the Queen was enraged againſt Madame de 


Polignac, and that ſeeing her Majeſty determined to urge 


matters to the utmoſt extremity, I took the liberty to 
offer ſome obſervations tending to diſſuade. her from it. 
At that period, indeed, ſhe was harraſſed to an incon- 
ceivable degree, and the leeches” ſhe ſpeaks of had 
farmed a kind of party, which was growing extremely 
formidable. Another circumſtance, I recolle& ſtruck 
me at the time, is, that for all the ſeeming heat that 


runs through the letters I am now come to, the Queen 
greatly exaggerated her reſtraint, and made a pretence 


of it to baffle, as far as poſſible, the Cardinal's importu- 
nities. He, who in the main was not much more ſin- 
cere in his demonſtrations of eagerneſs, commonly had 
recourſe to the pen: whence that multiplicity of idle 
notes, of which I have already ſaid, that at leaſt 70 


hundred had paſſed through my hands. I hall turn 


trom the unaccountable things in this letter relating to 
the King; more ſhocking ones will be ſeen in the ſequel 
of the correſpondence. Upon the whole, it is an abo- 
mination which I ſhudder at, while I am bringing it to 
light; but mankind will be ſenſible, at leaft in England, 
that the production of it was indiſpenſable for my own 


juſtification ; for in all caſes of impeachment and recri- 


mination, the prudent Engliſh regulate their judgment 
by the character the firſt accuſer bears. With reſpect to 
the firſt lines of No. XVIII. chere will be found in a 


note 


73 4s © 3. 
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note of ae jength conn. 6 9 . concerning | 


the Preſident d'Aligre, who is the perſon here alluded 


to. In the ſame note I will explain who “ thoſe per- 


te ſons are that are ſuppoſed to be ignorant of nothing.” 
The letter No. XIX. is neafly an appendix to.the 
foregoing. Rage againſt Madame Polignac breaks out 
in it with redoubled vehemence, but the ſpirit of diſſi- 
mulation appears with leſs reſtraint. Mention is made 
again of the King, who through the whole correſpon- 


dence, acts a part which he doubtleſs would not have 


choſen, had he been conſulted. This circumſtance 
ſeems to introduce, rather naturally, an obſervation 
which, as it was my intention to make, may be as "oy A 
ſuited to this place as any other. | | a 
It muſt have been obſerved in No. XVIII. "har the 
rai e knows how to chain up the lion;” that ſhe is 
accuſtomed © ta make him ſee. and believe what ſhe 
« pleaſes.” She fays in this, that “ ſhe knows how to 
« wind him up to what pitch ſhe; has a mind.“ It is n 
this confidence that ſhe has long fince “ wound up” 
the King's mind on my account, and has made it her 


buſineſs, to prepare him for the publication of my Me- 


moirs, which were ſo long ago reported to be preparing 
for public view.----But, deluded Princeſs !---what will. 


that precaution avail you? When you formed i it, you 


knew not the nature of the attack you dreaded. Your 


ſycophants have blinded you by a miſinformation, by 
telling you that all the papers were ſeized and burnt ; 
that there exiſted no trace, no veſtige of your correſ- 
pondence with the Cardinal. Breteuil himſelf has de- 
ceived you, and ſtill voluntarily deceives you---for he is 
; well 


far on the public attention, as to think that all I have 


able ſecreſy enjoined upon me by the Queen, from the 
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well „ with all that] have i in my poſſellon; he is 
not ignorant how I preſerved that treaſure from the ſhat- 
tered remains of all that once belonged to me: but 1 3 


ſurmiſe, he has his reaſons for permitting you to re- 


main in ignorance: at this moment I remove the cloud, 
which obſcured it from your ſight; yes, it is from this 


moment that you will at length know, with certainty, 
that whatever is contained in that correſpondence de- 


ſtructive to you ," exiſts in the moſt connected, moſt 
complete, moſt authentic ſtate. . You may, perhaps, PD 
aſſert that they are fictions? I queſtion even your cou- 


rage to do-it, for you are ſurrounded with people who 


know your ſtyle, your manner. Many there are who 
have had a knowledge, more or leſs exact, of the greater 


part of thoſe facts I here relate. (*) By placing them 
again in a conſpicuous point of view, thoſe perſons will 
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* With contact I ſee myſelf obliged to uſe frequent 
repetitions ; but I have not the preſumption to rely ſo 
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written remains impreſſed on the mind : I therefore beg 
leave to remind the reader, of what I have ſet forth in 
various parts of theſe Memoirs, concerning the inviol- 
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firſt moment I had the honour to approach her, which 
have more particularly ſaid in another note, and 

which being a very ſhort one, I ſhall here tranſcribe. 
« The reader will pleaſe to recollect, what I obſerved 
in the beginning of theſe Memoirs, of the abſolute 
K 8 N 
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| recall every thing to mind, as of they had perſonilly be. 
held them. The bare indiſeretions of the Cardinal, 
: _ have 


—_— 


8 gere the Queen had recommended to me. It is 
« inconceivable how far the faithful obſervance of that 
« command has been fatal to 'mez and how great the 
« advantage which has been taken of it, to do me the 
« injuſtice of denying my ever having intimately con- 
« yerſed with the Queen. Her Majeſty has carried the 
© matter ſtill farther, by telling the King: She know 
e nothing at all of me!” To that daring aſſertion, I am 


going to anſwer by this ſecond note. 


I ſhall not mention thoſe of the Queen's immediate 
attendants, who have been acquainted, almoſt as well 


as her Majeſty and myſelf, with the nature of our inti- 


macy. I ſhall name no one among the croud of inferior 
tools of intrigue, who, to make ſomething of the ſmalleſt 
diſcoveries, are always on the watch, carry their audacity 


ſo far as to peep through key holes, and are unſuſpectedly 


privy to the moſt ſecret acts of intimacy. Many of them 


I could name, but Heaven forbid ! They are perſons 


deſtitute of ſupport, and would loſe their places, a cir- 
cumſtance which I ſhould much regret; but I will point 
out ſome, who being independant of the world, are 
more enabled to bear the effects of the Queen's petty 
vengeance. I pleaded guilty of faults at my firſt ſetting | 
out, what follows will conſtitute part of my confeſſion. 


The Firſt Preſident d' Aligre, had rendered me ſer- 


vices s long before my connexion with the Queen. When 
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Madame, and Madame d' Artois took me under their 


protection, and gave themſelves ſome trouble in ſoli- 
citing for me, that Msgiſtrate was the firſt to appriſe 
me, t that the Queen could not endure thoſe two Prin- 
ceſſes; that the very circumſtance of their intereſting 
themſelves for me, was ſufficient to make her Majeſty 
create difficulties and multiply obſtacles. Of this 
5 daily inſtances are ſeen. The Queen has engroſſed 
« all favours, and whenever ſhe finds an, opportunity to 
ce © mortify her ſiſters-in-law by a refuſal, ill-fortune fol- 
« lows thoſe whom they patronize, for ſhe ſeizes it with 
amazing avidity.”----In general, the counſels which 
Monſieur d'Aligre gave me, were afterwards highly uſe- 
ful to me. I was at that period compelled, from various 


circumſtances, to launch into expences, which were by 


no means compatible with the contracted ſtate of my 
finances. Monſieur d'Aligre had lent me ſundry ſums 
of money, at different periods, to the amount of twa 


_ thouſand crowns. This debt, I for ſome time paſt re- 


gretted, I had not the power to have diſcharged at the 
inſtant I had the fatal, though then flattering fortune to 
intereſt the Queen in my behalf. Her Majeſty's gene- 
rolity having rapidly ſupplied me with the means, I 
pleaſed myſelf with the thoughts of ſurprizing Monſieur 
d' Aligre, and went to him, poſſeſſed of twenty thouſand 
livres, in bills on the Caiſſe d'Eſcompte, which I had 
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have infinitely ned the number of perſons ini- 
: tiated in the fatal myſteries, to which 1 was 'but a too 
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Juſt received (as 1 have before aich. With micht dk. 
ficulty I prevailed on him to accept of his two thouſand 
crowns, nor did I ſucceed, until ſeeing 1 had fourteen 
thouſand livres left in hand, he TIO, to oy preſſing 
entreaties, | 

Buy a few words which he let fall, on ſeeing me Vinh 
of ſo large a ſum, confidering my means, he ſeemed * to 
ſuſpect my having received it from the Cardinal, with 
whom he knew I was on terms of friendſhip. My deli- 
cacy was hurt, and ſeeing no other alternative, bur that 
I muſt ſubmit to the ſuſpicion of a perſonal ſtain, or an 
indiſcretion, I entruſted him with the whole affair, ex- 
cept what regarded the Cardinal's political intrigue, not 
daring to proceed ſo far, knowing the mortal hatred the 
Preſident entertained againſt him. He therefore had no 
farther knowledge, than that the Queen had viewed me 
with a favonrable eye, had taken upon herſelf the care 
of my fortune, and in the mean time gave proofs of her 
attention by her munificence. He .was delighted with 
my being communicative, gave me excellent counſels, 
and encouraged me to benefit by them, whenever I 
ſhould think I had further occaſion. 

Monſieur d'Aligre did not come at the Wie of 
what paſſed between the Queen and the Cardinal, until 


towards the 288 ane at in the Queen's letter, No. 
e 


wet public hatred 4 contempt muſt follow vou. 
Flitter not "TORE wi the idea of e ec. 
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XVIII. to which I promiſed to advert in chis note, in 
order to explain, what is meant in its commencement. 
That letter here powerfully aſſiſts me in proving that 


the Queen, who pretended, and Who told the King that 


FV 


early as the 18th of Auguſt, 1784, that the Preſident 


d' Aligre had ſought to dive into the motive that actuated 
her Majeſty in the affair of the Quinze- Vingts Hoſpital, 


diſcovery, had ſpoken of it to certain people, who are 
deemed ignorant of nothing. Thoſe certain people were 
not in the plural; the Queen meant to ſpeak only of the 


Baron de Breteuil, as I ſhall preſently explain. 
The Queen, as appears by her letter, had commiſ- 


ſioned me to ſee the Preſident d Aligre, in her name; 


to prevail on him to put a ſtop to the law-ſuit carried 
on by the Adminiſtrators of the Quinze-Vingts againſt 


the Cardinal. It was on that occaſion that the Magiſ- 


trate expreſſed the aftoniſhment referred to in the letter: 
he put many oueſtions to me, as may well be imagined, 


on the very ſurprizing nature of her Majefty's concern 
for the Cardinal; but the Queen'was miſtaken, when ſhe 
ſaid, that © he could make no diſcovery,” for I reveal- 
ed every thing to him; and far from his having ſought to 


| get the ſecret out of the Baron de een it An, on 


. ; the 


fi 


and ſuppoſed that the Magiſtrate, -unable to make any 
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from the exalted der of a throne, you look. * 


5 your ſuppoſed victim Arvggling in the duſt; t 
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the contrary, the Baron de Breteuil who perſuaded Wn 
to.a diſcloſure, as I was ſhortly after informed. 

A few, days. after my interview with Monſieur Tak. 
gre, by order of the Queen, J had occaſion to write to 
the Baron de Breteuil, to deſire a meeting; 5 I: had E 
favour to ſolicit for A perſon whom 1 valued. He 
made anſwer, chat at the receipt of my letter, he Was 
getting into his carriage to go to Verſailles, where he 
| thould ſtay three or four 72825 that he was as perſuaded, 
thither, and that he ſhould * at my „ 1 did 
not wait till he explained himſelf, to, underſtand that he 
was acqu ainted with the nature of my agreeable affairs. 

I every day found out ſome apparent confidant; I knew 
not whence or how they could be ſo well informed. 
The Baron did not keep me on the rack for want of 
letting me know, from what ſource he had derived his 
information. The firſt thing he did, on fight of me, 
was to compliment me on my intimacy with a perſon whoa 


would do every thing for me.---As I ſeemed not to under- 5 


ſtand his exordium, he told me, that my diſcretion ſur- 
priſed him, the more as I had granted my confidence 
to one, who did not deſerve it as. well as he did; that 
his intent was not to wreſt my ſecret from me to make 
advantage of it, and do me a prejudice, but rather to 
direct me, and ſhew me the road I ſhould purſue.—— 

8 The 
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that duſt I ſhall binds raiſe ſuck a cloud of damning 
facts, as. may overwhelm you, and an reduce you 
to a level with myſelf. | 


The different parties were at ftrife who ſhould be my 
adviſer : I had then as many counſellors as the King. 


5 The Baron ſeeing that I perſiſted in my reſerve, de- 
a ſcended into particulars, that convinced me Mr. d'Ali- 
e ore had told him all I had entruſted him with. With- 
E out naming the Cardinal, to whom he is the moſt deadly 
e enemy, he faid to me, You have connexions with 
E: « a man who will be your ruin. He is an ambitious, 
e . yain, empty man, indiſcreet above all, and will break 
d “ his neck in the end. Be you as diſcreet with others 
e « as you are with me; and beware that a wrong ſtep, 
* an inconſiderate ſpeech, does not loſe you the Queen's 
W | « good graces.----I have ſearched to the bottom of 
d. © every circumſtance, and ſhall keep the knowledge I 
of 


ce have gained within my own breaſt. I have nothing 
« more to ſay on that head.” " 


© ae afterwards converſed on the ſubject chat brouglit 


ba me to him; having peruſed my petition, he told me, b 
bo. there was nothing he could refuſe me, and that he 0 
r would go and give orders that my client ſhould have 1 
ce a place. He added, as he left me, that I ſhould always A 
at find him diſpoſed to do me what ſervice reſted in his 40 
KC power, and to give me ſuch counſels as I might ſtand 5 
to in need of. | N 
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The letter No. . merits to o be read with the 
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Much about the ſame time J heard, that I was the 
occaſion of great uneaſineſs to the Ladies de Polignac. 


Thoſe haughty women, who had been ſo rude to me, 


that I might almoſt call their behaviour outrageous, had 
heard ſome ſecret whiſpers of the buſineſs I took. ſo 


much pains to conceal. Their favour was already much 
on the decline, they had but few means leſt of watching, 
as they uſed to do, the Queen's conduct; and they were 


reſolved; coſt what it would, to ſatisfy themſelves. con- 


cerning the reports buzzed about with regard to me. 
In the firſt pages of theſe Memoirs I mentioned the 
Marquis d'Autichamp, and obſerved that his behaviour 


forced M. de la Motte, my huſband, to reſign his com- 


miſſion in the Gens d' Armes; ſince that event, which 
occaſioned much converſation, I had not ſeen the Mar- 
quis. He at that time lived in the ſtricteſt intimacy. 
with the Counteſs Diana de Polignac. She hearing that 
he had formerly known me, ſpoke of it to the D 
de Polignac, and they jointly took a reſolution to depute 
him to me, co endeavour at 3 out what was going 
on. 


f 


— 


The Marquis che was e with the : 


Baroneſs Dubourg, daughter-in-law to Mr. de Cromot, 
which Lady I often viſited. He made that a pretence 


to come up to me at Verſailles, and tell me, that he had 


long fought an opportunity of meeting with me; that 


the 
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preſented 1 with chat polltical intrigue, which had ; as: it were 


from neceſſity. induced the intrigue of GANSU, 
I have 


AY 


the moment © Madame Dubourg had told him I Win 
times viſited : at her houſe, he had multiplied his viſits to 
her, but had never been ſo happy as to ſee me. theres he 
ſpoke of my huſband, ſaying he ſhould take the greateſt 


pleaſure in being ſerviceable to him, and convincing 


him he had never ſought to do him an injury, as my 


huſband had imagined. He eoncluded by requeſting 
my permiſſion, which I granted him; of paying his re 


ſpects to me. His firſt viſit was ſhort, he mentioned 
nothing particular to me, but this might be occaſioned 
by the preſence of Mr. Rouille d'Orfeuil, Intendant of 
Champaign, wh. ſtayed with me the whole time. In 
"oY his leave, he ſaid he had ſomething to impart to 

; I anſwered, he might call on the mon, that he 
would find me alone. 

Accordingly the next morning he came: What he 
had to ſay to me fo particular, required ſome intro- 
duction ; who could be more converſant in thoſe prefa · 
tory ſpeeches than a courtier. He began by enter- 
taining me with his i intrigue with the Counteſs Diana; 
gave me to underſtand, what I knew full well, that it 
was a mere matter of policy. As he was ſenſible that 


1 had reaſon to complain of both the ſiſters, he endex- 
voured to perſuade me it was the Counteſs d'Offen, 


Lady of the Bedchamber to the Queen, who was the 


contriver of the miſchief, and the perſon who had pre- 
L "= vented. 
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verne, to ſerve as a central point to the emiſſaries of 
” the 


vented) the Ducheſs of Polignac from receiving me, by ] 
telling her, the Queen was tired to death with my foli- 

citations, and reſolved not to grant me any thing. The 
Marquis added, that © this Madame d'Oſſun notwith- 
« ſtanding her blandiſhments, was a bad woman; very 


dangerous, very jealous, and wanton to a degree.” 


Then paſſed on to the Counteſs Piana, whoſe penchant 
for him he had juſt been relating, He told me, © ſhe 
« was an intriguing woman, but full of wit, and taking 
« the lead in every thing; that “ it was, for that 


ce reaſon he paid her a painful attention.” “ As to 


te the Ducheſs of Polignac,” continued he, “ ſhe is 4 
c charming woman, I have the greateft value for her, 
« the Queen has a ſtrong attachment to her, but, no 


cc longer, any love. This Queen of ours,” added the 


Marquis, «“ is ſomewhat fickle and inconſtant in her 
ce partialities. It requires a great deal of addreſs and 


cc adroitneſs to fix her fleeting favour. It is the Coun- 


* teſs Diana that informs me, you are the reigning fa 
« Veurite : I was not at all ſurpriſed at it. As ſhe aſked 
« me ſeveral queſtions about you, I told her you was 
cc neither ambitious nor maleydent, ſtill lefs revenge- 


c ful; in general very obliging, and indeed too gene- 


« rous ; that your only failing was an exceſs of viva- 
te city, bordering upon giddineſs. She anſwered me, 
ce that was not diſpleaſing to the Queen. 4. 


He 


1 


« nn and of the Queen; I have already obſerved | 


that the Cardinal was rede ino mmmienzive in that 
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He next entered into 3 details on che Queen's 
diſpoſition: and partialities, and ſummed up all in an 
offer of counſels, aſſuring me, that 5 he would direct 
« me in ſuch a manner as to get me many friends, and 
< preſerve the Queen's kindneſs towards me, &. bc. 

1 was not ſeduced, the firſt time, by ſo fair an outſide, 

but his viſits growing frequent, and the counſels he gave 
me appearing to be the reſult of good will, I inſenſibly 
_ threw off my reſerve; and in the unguarded frankneſs of 
my heart, | beſtowed upon him an unlimited confi- 
dence. Here is then one confident more, who has 
known all that J recollect, all that the Queen muſt no 
doubt have forgotten, ſince ſo frail is her retentive fa- 
culties, that ſhe does not ſo much as remember that ſuch 
a being as the Counteſs de la Motte ever was known to 
her, much leſs poſſeſſed her confidence: but I muff have 
recourſe to thoſe who may refreſh. her memory as need 
requires. I ſhall therefore name alſo the Bailli de Cruſ- 
| fol, admitted to all her Majeſty's parties of pleaſure, 
who, unable to doubt of my intimacy with her, for a 
long time exerted his utmoſt endeavours to wreſt from 
me the avowal of it, but finding he could not ſucceed, 
he concluded, like the Baron de Breteuil, by telling me 
« he knew it all.” | I ſhall alſo name the Abbe le Kel, 
Almoner, Confeſſor to the Baſtile, and ſpy in chief to 
the Government, who, being urged to make me ſpeak, 

x ta 
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particular. I could only; from dür converfation, . 
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to direct me, to make me declare whatever ſerved the 
views of thoſe whoſe intereſt it was to deſtroy me, at 


length forced from me the ſecret of the whole intrigue. 
I shall fay the ſame of the Commiſſary Chenon, ' who 


knew every thing, when he examined me in the Baſtile; 


of Monſieur Tillet, Adminiſtrator of the horrid houſe 


was confined in; of Siſter Martha, under whoſe imme- 
diate infpection I had been placed; of my lawyer, Mr. 
Doillot, to whom I had given in writing all the facts I 
this day relate. I ſhall further name the Sieur Bazin, 
confidant of the ſecret pleaſures of her Majeſty, and Ga- 
vernor of Trianon. I ſhall take the liberty to aſk him, 
whether he knew ne? whether he knew the Cardinal ? 


whether he did not convey letters from the Queen to 
the Cardinal, and from the Cardinal to the Queen? 


whether he did not entruſt the moſt ſecret particulars he 
knew to a miſtreſs he had in common with a certain 

German Baron, who made that a plea to ſolicit my pro- 
tection with the Queen. Laſtly, I name Mr. Nuiſſant, 
a Farmer-General, to whom I had infinite obligations, 
who having long affured me he knew, from a multitude 


of perſons, my connexions with the Queen, after long 


denying it, I was compelled to a confeſſion. The ſame 


befel me with a number of perſons of the firſt diſtinction; 
and I can fay, that ſpite of all the caution I obſerved, 


the 
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which wichout giving me any celle idea of the nature | 


of this ſecret communication, yet afforded the ſtrongeſt 


; preſumptiye evidence of the exiſtence of a clandeſtine 


and ſettled correſpondence between the Emperor on one 
hand, and the Queen and the Cardinal on the other. 
Firſt, I often ſaw German officers arriving, and hold. 


ing long and myſterious conferences with the Cardinal, 


Secondly, My huſband was frequently charged by -the 
Prince with the deliyery, at particular places, eſpecially 
at the Port St. Antoine, of packets to couriers, who ap- 
peared to him to be Germans. Thirdly, The Queen's 


| ſentiments reſpecting the. Cardinal were eſtabliſhed, in 


my opinion, from having often heard her ſay, ſhe had 
reaſons to keep on terms with him. I could, therefore, 
attribute to nothing but political reaſons of the moſt de- 
licate nature, not only ſo extraordinary a coaleſcence, | 
which I had looked upon as impoſſible, until the Em- 
peror's influence had wrought the miracle; but alſo the 
conſequent familiarities and deviations from decorum, 


Fourthly, The futility of the Cardinal's affected myſtery 


and een whilſt 8 often neee betrayed cir- 
tf | | N e 


the nature of my intimacy was oy much like the fecret 
in a play,” 

I have even recently W in London, tracks 
of a like confidence, made with ſtill leſs reſerve than to 
any other perſon; having had occaſion to ſee the French 
Ambaſſador, he reminded me of my having at the time 


completely initiated his brother, the Biſhop of Langres, 


into all the particulars of the farcical ſecret. 


* 
eumſtances, which could not but confirm my ſuſpicions. 
He more than hinted to me, that very ſoon I ſhould be 
amazed ;---that he ſhould be Prime-Miniſter ;--=that he 
ſhould not be directiy obliged to the Queen for his ele- 
| vation ;. — that, on the contrary, he ſhould have compel- 
led her to promote it; and that; of courſe, he ſhould not 


conſider himſelf to be under the neceſſity of giving ex- | 
traordinary demonſtrations of gratitude.  Fifthly, and 
Hſtiy, I was privy to all their correſpondence. ' That 
part of it which I am about to communicate, made me 
conſider the Emperor as the primeval ſource of the 
tranſactions I was witneſs to, and of the revolution they 
were intended'to produce. What the mighty object was 
chat precipitated the Cardinal's departure for Saverne, I 
will not take upon me to ſay; I will only relate what T 
heard relative to it about that time, and ſince; from | per- 
ſons who were imagined to be well informed. It Was 
pretended by ſome, that the occaſion was the idea of re- 
covering Lorrain, but I proteſt I am ignorant of any 
ſuch intention, though not equally ſo of a pecuniary 
negociation that was at the ſame time upon the tapis. 
The Emperor was in want of fix or ſeven millions of 
livres, which he could not hope to obtain from the 
Comptroller General, a man too cloſely connected with- 
the Count de Vergennes to be entruſted. The Queen 
and the Cardinal were to procure that ſum for him by 
ſome other mode; for the latter, thinking he was ſecure 
in the fruition of his wiſhes, had actually made a pro- 
miſe to the Emperor, to obtain for him what he deſired. 
He accordingly made numberleſs applications to the 
Jew Cerfbere; _ Cerfbere, to om the Cardinal was 
2 5 already 
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aready deevly indebred, refuſed granting ada any fars 
ther loan. The Cardinal, by this refuſal, was. under the 
mortifying neceſſity of declaring to the Queen his inabi- 
lity to comply with the wiſhes of the Emperor. 

1 intreat'the reader's particular attention to this Cit- 

cumſtance; that the motives which prevailed on the 
& - Queen to pardon the Cardinal, to take him into favour 
again, and probably ſomething more, by reviving what 


4 ſhe calls the Aories of Vienna, may be inveſtigated, me 
55 traced to their ſource, by the clue which I have given in | 

b the above relation. Laſtly, let him not loſe ſight of te 
A _ neceſſity which the Emperor conſidered himſelf under of 

1 | having the * ardinal's concurrence to, and alſiſtance in, 

1 the promotion of his deſigns. We ſee the pecuniary 

1 negociation terminating in air. If the Cardinal does 

* not prove more ſucceſsful in Lorrain, will whe e 

a of his downfall be a matter of wonder? 

4 The Queen, ſtung to the quick, but ſkilled, as the 

Ti herſelf acknowledges, in the arts of diſſimulation, pre- 

Fd tended to be ſatisfied with the Cardinal's apologies for 

of his incapacity to fulfill his promiſe to her brother, and 

ne prefled his departure for Saverne, with a view artfully to 

ich. put him to the ſecond ordeal, and in hopes to determine 

EN the Emperor to withdraw his protection, in caſe he 

by ſhould a ſecond time miſcarry in tranſacting the affair 

oh concerning Lorrain, which I can aver ſhe ſecretly withed 

*. him to do. She therefore undertook, ſolely, to raiſe the 


WR. beforementioned ſum of fix or ſeven millions of livres.--- 
Poor St. James was obliged, I believe, to furniſh part; 
but i it was Laborde who advanced the principal ſum, 


LE . | 3 and 
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and this circumſtance proved the origin. of hie fivour 
with the Queen. 
1 recollect, if I am not miſtaken, * Mr. *& Ca 
"x to whom her Majeſty often had recourſe, fre- 
quently advanced ſums, till the revenues were you. into 
the Royal Exchequer. | 
Braut let us return to No. XX and XXI. The poor 
Cardinal is obliged to ſer off to Saverne, charged as he 
imagined, with the confidence of the Queen. He is in 
readineſs to facrifice all, all, except his love; we per- 
| /  ceive him jealous; he leaves the career open to the 
| Hhhandſome Ferſenne, Colonel of the Royal Surdois; and 
leaves the Court with, the moſt diſmal 2pprehenſions.-- 
However, he muſt in preference to all other conſidera- 
tions, buſy himſelf with 2h grand oljelt; he will be pre- 
. ceded at Saverne by a courter bearer of a packet : he has 
} E taken his meaſures to avoid all ſurpriſe, and in caſe 
| miſhap, to deftroy every evidence. Does not this wear 
the appearance of ſome ſecret machination? Yet; it is 
in the myſterious chaos of this letter, we muſt look for 
a ſolution of every thing that relates to this unhappy 
affair. I again ſay, the Cardinal, myſelf, and in ſome, 
reſpects the Queen herſelf, became victims to the unen 
tightened policy of Joszen II. but what an enormous 
diſparity in the ſacrifices ! - 
It is needleſs for me to point out the paſſage in No. " 
XX. that regards the Polignacs, as it cannot eſcape 
obſervation ; but I cannot omit mentioning what I re- 
collect hearing the Cardinal ſay on this occaſion, be- 
cauſe, it will explain what he meant, by ſpeaking of 


ce authority.” The meaning was, that her Majeſty had 
| 85 no 
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no FA a to 4 on ally to ade him Pins, 
Miniſter; that then “ the Polignacs ſhall. have work 


enough upon. their. hands;” Theſe, or words to the 
ſame effect, was the language he made uſe of. „ ERR 


LONG,” faid he; © I wILL AVENGE | THE Quzzn, rob, 25 


c AND MYSELF, uro OUR COMMON ENEMIES: 
It will not appear extraordinary, that in the letter No 


XXI. the Cardinal mould mention the relianee he placed . 
on me, to give her Majeſty information of the pains he 
had taken, to have the packet which is mentioned in the” 


foregoing letter fafely delivered; for on this occaſion, as 

on many more of a ſimilar nature, he had recourſe to 
the Count, my huſband: Had I not previouſly ex- 
plained the nature of this letter, and given an intimate 
knowledge of the ſtrange intrigue to which it relates, it 
mult naturally have been conjectured, from the contents 
of it, that the Cardinal had taken leave of his ſenſes, 
and had written it in a fit of delirium. The Cardinal 
was doubtleſs uneaſy, but was not < jealous”. my un- 
calineſs, however, was far greater, becauſe it was. better 
founded ! I foreſaw that the period was not far diſtant, 


in which the Queen would exert herſelf to get him out 


of the way; and unable to judge with preciſion either 
of the urgency or importance of his miſſion to Saverne, 
I dreaded its being only an artifice which the Queen had 
recourſe to, for ſaving appearances, and ane gate 


diveſting herſelf of his importunities. 


It appears, that there were two reaſons alligned So 
his journey. In the firſt place, the Queen made him 
believe, that his abſence from Verſailles was neceſflary ;. 
and, in the next, that his preſence at Saverne was indiſ- 

. 5 | penile, 
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penſible. I could not much credit the exiſtence) of che £ 
latter neceſſity; it appeared to me ſuſpicious; be ti 
knew the former to be little more than ideal: Her Mas. 
jeſty exaggerated the alarms relative to che. inter 
Which had taken place; the fact was; the: c er vatio * 

that had been made upon them, were by no mean . 
that magnitude which the . — —_ viſicd 
the Cardinal to conceive. = | 

When 1 came to the lnbesdge of 40 inte Nos 
XXII, immediately after the Cardinal's departure, it 
baniſhed the firſt idea J had conceived, . Ten, | 
on delivering to me this letter; appeared more than 
commonly uneaſy. I apprehended that papers of ex- 
treme conſequence were in queſtion; my ideas began to 
unravel, and I was not without ſome apprehenſions, that 
the Cardinal had embarked in ſome act of treaſon. © 
That idea affected me ſo violently, that for ſome time 
my indiſpoſition was ſuch as to create uneaſineſs; for 
that was a period of my life in which there were many 
who intereſted themſelves in what coneerned me; amongſt 
thoſe I thought I might reckon the Queen, but her Ma- 
jeſty has Bard given me reaſon to conclude; that he. 
feelings were ſolely of a deſcription too groſs, to admit of 
any other ſympathy than that which was derived from 
the moſt ſenſual communication. 

But to return to the letter: what bar Maieſty. therk 
writes: to the Cardinal, relative to the abuſe of her con- 
fidence, by the Polignacs, appeared inſincere i to me at 
the very time: for ſhe had told me, © ſhe was certain 
of their infidelity.” \ Why ſhe acknowledges no more than 


2 bare g he 1ſpicion, to the man, whom ſhe. employs in the 
moſt 


. 


— . ce. 


— 


Tu & 


the cally by the uf fumilia aj of . thay? 


and © #bee,” and is ſo treated by him; is what ee 
can conceive that is not converſant with counts. | 


The concluſion of this letter r 
markable in it, than the Reader would probably be 


aware of, were I to omit explaining what is meant by 


* the piece of well Placed economy !” That phraſe, before 


it was committed to writing, had been repeated to mo 


* let ea nn on the occaſion of the unfortunate 
necklace.” The could never reliſh- that piece of 
zconomy, which ſhe — termed ſordidugfs... In the Ga- 


nettes, where every thing is repreſented in a manner, 
| beſt adapted to the intereſt of the occaſion, credit has 


been given to the Queen for the following ſaying, ; 


00 1 bad nabe have ope ſhip more of the line, than a neck- 
lace.” It is a piracy commitred on the King; the ex- 


preſſion. was his Majeſtys. -The Queen would haye 


given (to me a latitude of ſpeech): an hundred men of 
war, for that necklace, She has ſurely purchaſed it at 


a dear rate, ſince that coſtly bauble robs her of = 
peace of mind for the remainder of her days; for cal- 


lous the muſt be in the extreme, if ſhe poſſeſſes a mo- 


ment's quiet, from the ſting of ſelf conviction and re- 
proach, for the turpitude af her conduct reſpecting the 
Cardinal, and the barbarous and ungrateful tenor of her 


bahaviohr to me, who haye certainly, with all N Nes | 
merited of her a far different return. 
The Letters No. XXIII. and XXIV. relate 4-044 


and ſolely to that political intrigue, with the particulars 
of which her not | meg to be acquainted. | LE 


nee rranſions; whom 


4 
— 


— 
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acknowledgement of my ignorance i! that bufinefs, will 
I hope, aſſiſt in eſtabliſhing my. credit with the candid | 

reader, for fidelity and veracity in the relation of thoſe cir- 
cumſtances, wherein I was perſonally active, and with a 
the nature of which I was thoroughly acquainted; by 
precluding the charge of a falſe affectation of knows 
ledge, I do not poſſeſs. Theſe letters are however ne- 
ceſſary links of the great chain. Although I cannot 
give the reader a proper clue, to lead him through the 
ſecret paths of this political labyrinth, and point out the 
particular views, which vere the objects of the parties, 
yet 1 ſhall fo far turn theſe letters to my advantage by 
fair concluſions, drawn from concurrent circumſtances, 
as to uſe them for foils, by placing my accomplices and 
myſelf in a comparative point of view, and leaving my 
readers to judge on the AO iP demerits of our in- 
dividual conduct. i 15 * 
While I appear 0d by an abi seng ER re- 
duced me to ſtoop to the character of a ſycophant; in what 
light muſt the guilty conſederates be viewed, who were 
concerned in that intrigue in which I had no ſhare? 1 
repeat it again, do not all thoſe ſignificant notes, writ- 
ten to each other at the period of the journey to Saverne, 
wear on the face of them, the ſeal, the ſtamp, the cha- 
racteriſtic impreſſion of a treaſonab/e machination ? That 
magic ink ſent as a preſent ! was the fitteſt medium to 
communicate the dark and iniquitous myſtery. |! 
Had I committed all the crimes attributed to me; 
had I actually ſtolen the necklace; what would my cul- 
pability be, compared, with that of a Queen, ſacrificing 
the ſtate that maintains her, to the unpardonable ambi- 
| Lon 
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| tone * brother, in pretended amity with the Ning 


her huſband; or with a Lord High Almoner of the ſame 0 


kingdom, who, indebted for every thing he poſſeſſes, to 
the bounty and indulgence of his Sovereign, baſely and 
treaſonably plots with a foreign power to injure his 


benefactor, 'and ne Ham, 1 . yy on) a EY 68 his 


dominions? TOs "3 


The letter No. XXV. ws n an idea = of the im- 
portance, and almoſt of the nature of the Cardinal's g 
miſſion, confirms what I have ſaid of the Emperor's 
diſpoſitions towards him. The reader may there diſ- 
cover that he expects à revolution; that he anticipates 
ſome events, the completion of which is, as he ſays, 
very near at hand; ſo tar as to offer to the Queen the 
« ſupport,” which himſelf expects from the Emperor. 


It is evident, that the words © in order to enjoy doubly 
i the advantages. and the reſources againſt contingencies,” 


can advert to nothing but money, which the Queen, 


who was ever under ſome dilemma, was inceſſantly in 
want of: and the rapacious cravings of the Cardinal 


were ſuch, as would have ſwallowed up three kingdoms. 
The letter No. XXVI.. will naturally recall to the 
reader's mind, that from the Queen, wherein her Ma- 


jeſty recommends to the Cardinal to be . perplexed and 
« obſcure.” We have ſeen it acknowledged that © be 


« fave yields obedience.” I do not recollect to what pur- 
poſe the wiſh the Cardinal expreſſes, of © Being ſervice- 
« able” to me, at the period in queſtion, could poſ- 
ſibly anſwer, nor what mutual benefits could ariſe from 
his public receptioy; but I perfectly recollect, that the 


&:/ire for the approximation of that event, was by no 


means | 


161 


means n Queen and the Gedi! 
and that expreſſion concurs with a thouſand more that 
- were familiar to him, in -proving how much, in that 
intrigue, the unhappy Prince laboured to e da 
4 Þ himſelf. 5 
„„ The Queen's . Ne XXVII. nn to two 
objects made known already. The accident that beſel 
the letter, was occafioned by the inflammable nature of 
the ſecret ink uſed by the Cardinal, of which we have 
ſeen. that he ſent a bottle to the Queen. As to the 
Abbe, is name his found in the preceding letter, which 
clears up what her Majeſty ſays of her agreement with 
the Archducheſs her ſiſter. The moſt remarkable thing 
in that letter is the concluding ſentence; as it evinces 
how much the Queen took to heart the buſineſs which 
was committed to the Cardinal's management. Her 
Majeſty pretends that the duration of his extle, which | 
in reality ſhe had no deſire ta abridge, would be depen+ 
dant on the expedition he ſhould uſe in executing the 
commiſſion he was entruſted with; but it is inconceiv+ 
able how greatly her removal had relieved her ; never 
had I ſeen her in ſuch ſpirits before. 
Il am come at length to that part of the correſſ pond. | 
ence, wherein, for the firſt time, mention is made of the 
FATAL NECKLACE. The reader, from the peruſal of 
No. XXVIII. will immediately perceive, with me, that 
the Queen has been long coveting that piece of female 
ornament; but prevented by the King's.ceconomic dif- 
poſition, had manifeſted, by ſome means or other, to the 


C ardinal, the moſt anxious deſire to become Pee Zed of it. 
e | 8 The | 
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him to make tliat pui 
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having anplyed him for that wm e 


What is it her Majeſty complains of i in. this] 


evidently written under the influence of il humour? 
That the Cardinal bas not uſed, i in : the eee Ge 


eie all the 6 Sr -_ 


of this affair, it will chen be apparent, why te the ſlave® : 
had deviated from the ſpirit of the neee bad 8 
received from * the Maſter,” © * | 
It is certain that the Queen, whey 'the Ae | 
chaſe for her, had told him; char 
2 my” with him; . 
but as neither his means nor his credit were extenſive | 
enough to enable him to treat ſo 1 very conſiderable an ; 
object in his own name; he had found himſelf under the. 
neceſſity of declaring, that he purchaſed on the Queen's 
account. And indeed it appears clearly, by the ſecod 


ſhe would enter into private arrange 


letter, which her Majeſty immediately writes to him, 
(No. XXIX. ) that, in the intervening ſpace of time, 


he had owned to her the motive of his conduct, ant 
it appears alſo, that on my part, I had faithfully re- 


ported wy Sing to >the 3 But all thoſe circum- 


added in Ae proper piers; in pal account « whith 1 have 


promiſed. : Before I enter upon it, however, I beg the 


reader will form to himſelf} a competent idea of the re- 


ſpective fituations we then individually ſtood in, the 


Queen, the Cardinal and myſelf. Each in a propor- 
tonate ne ſtile of life; each daily reduced to ex- 
Be | tremities; 


is. - 
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| een 
The Queen, as Une Fon as as chang a 
taſte for ſhew and ſplendor; paſſionately deſirous, to pur- 


chaſe the necklace, which; as ſhe could not obtain, by 


ſurmounting the King's parſimony, the Cardinal un- 


dertopk to accompliſh for her, inceſſantly buoying him- 
felf-up with the idea of being, the next day, Prime 


| Miniſter, and, in conſequence, enabled to repair his ſhat- 


tered fortune ; and therefore thinking no ſacrifice too 
great to gratify the inclinations or wiſhes of her, from 


whom he looked for his elevation and aggrandizement; 

though I was continually preaching up œconomy, and 
reading lectures to the Prince on that head. It is material 
to comprehend this laſt point rightly, becauſe it accounts 


for the Cardinal's concealing from me, the engagement 


he had entered into, of procuring the necklace for the 


* 


Queen. 1] was therefore unacquainted with this freſh ö 


piece of extravagant folly, when chance, not to ſay fata 


lity, rendered me, in ſpite of myſelf, the chief inſtru- 
ment in that negociation, of which, it was e 


* 


that I ſhould remain in perfect i ignerance. 
One Monſieur Laporte, a lawyer, had, ſome time be⸗ 


fore, introduced himſelf to me, with preſenting that 


financial ſcheme I have already had occaſion to men⸗ 


tion. Although that was the firſt time he had ever 


converſed with me, after explaining the object of 


his viſit, he gave me to underſtand, that he was cer- 
tain, there was no perſon. poſſeſſed more powerful 


means to inſure the ſucceſs of that affair, than I did, 
n though 


7 8 
* 
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tot 


og my intereſt with the Cn have news! 
tioned how thoſe papers delivered to me by Mr. Laporte 
had been diſpoſed of by the Cardinal, and only mention 
them a ſecond time to point out the manner in which 
I became acquainted with that gentleman, for as every 
effect has its primeval cauſe : fo it appears neceſſary that 


T ſhould trace the origin Som. whence my misfortunes | 


have proceeded. «< ; 
Laporte being a very active man, and 1 ha 
gained an introduction, he attended morning, noon, and 
night at my houſe; and it ſeemed as if the ſucceſs of 
the affair depended ſolely on my will. He frequently 


made a pretence of bringing, me news of one of his chil- 
dren, to whom I happened to be a ſponſor, with the 


Count du Creſt. He had not failed to impart this con- 
ſequential buſineſs to one Achette, his father-in-law, an 


intimate friend of Boemer the jeweller. The two laſt- 


mentioned perſons happening to be at Verſailles toge- 
ther, the former took it into his head to enquire of the 


latter, Whether he till had his necklace upon his 


hands ? * Unfortunately 1 have,” anſwered the jeweller, 
« it is a great burthen upon me; I would willingly | 

« pive a thouſand louis d'ors to any one that could 
« procure me a purchaſer for it.” It is more than pro- 
bable, that in this very firſt converſation on the ſubject, 


my name was brought in queſtion, and that Achette 
made known to Boemer on what account his ſon- in- 


law had acceſs to me, and to the Cardinal, nay, the one 
muſt, in this interview, have promiſed the other to pro- 

cure him an introduction, for it was not long afteryards 
when he was mentioned to me. 


1 


1 had known neither of them, and I was ignorant Hiat | 
Boemek was jeweller to the Crown; and I was equally 
fo that he was in poſſeſſion of a very coſtly ge, 
which he had endeavoured to ſell to the Queen. 

One day that Laporte had dined at my houſe be- 
ing left alone with me, he, for the firſt time, made 
mention of ſeveral particulars relative to the fatal neck- 
| lace, and as he, no doubt, had concerted with Achetie 

and Boemer, plainly told me, that Boemer grounded | 
all his hopes on me; that if I would but ' ſay a word 10 
« the Queen, he was perſuaded that her Majeſty 
would ſo much the leſs heſitate at making a purchaſe, 
ſhe had already been deſirous of; and the jewellers were 
inclined to aſſent to any arrangement that might be 
agreeable to her Majeſty. He added, it would be do- 
ing an eſſential ſervice to the jewellers, and to him (La- 
porte) in particular, as, in caſe of ſucceſs, he had been 
promiſed a thouſand louis dors, which would enable 
him to purchaſe an office he had in view. I anſwered, 
that I had never known any thing of the circumſtance 
of the Queen's having kept the necklace during- a whole 
month, that, in general, I was unacquainted with what 
paſſed in her Majeſty's houſhold, and did not intermed- 
dle in ſuch affairs. To ſpeak the truth, I ſhould have 
dreaded having any concern with this buſineſs, becauſe 
the Queen would not have failed to conjecture, thar1 
had a particular intereſt in the ſale of it. Having much 
more momentous objects to ſolicit, I did not chuſe to 
afford opportunity for a ſuſpicion to be formed, of my 
being of a diſpoſition with which her Majeſty upbraided 
ſome of thoſe about her; viz. that, © tbey wiſhed to 
- __ 


led 
% 


. 


te gra. at every. thing, and turn all to their own advay-| 


rc tage.” Here dropped the converſation the firſt day 


that Boemer was brought into queſtion: But about a 


week after Laporte appeared again, renewed the ſubject, 


ſively, that I would not ſo much as hear it mentioned 
again. : | ; | 

N othing can conquer the aſiduities and importunity 
of perſons of 1 intrigue. I was, on a ſubſequent day, at my 
toilet---Mr. Achette's name was announced, whom I 


had never ſeen before. Recollecting the name, and 
judging he came to trouble me with the ſame propoſals 


with which his ſor- in- law had teazed me, I directed the 
ſervant to ſay I-was gone out; and, that he might not 
have a ſight of me, as he croſſed through the apartment, 
I attempted to ſlip out at a door that opened on the 


landing place, where I actually met Mr. Achette, at- 


tended by two other perſons. Thus compelled to give 
audience, I went back into my apartment, deſired them 


to be ſeated, and aſked the perſon who introduced them 


what had brought them to my houſe? | 
This Achette is a man of inſinuation and adroitneſs, 


and very loquacious; after having highly extolled my 


generoſity, my good nature, my inclination to oblige all 


who had the happineſs of gaining admiſſion to me, with 


many ſuch introductory compliments, he preſented Mr. 
Boemer, who, he told me, was the proprietor of that 
necklace, of which his ſon-in-law had ſpoken to me, 


that he was not came to perſiſt in the entreaty which I 
had rejected, but merely with an intent to ſhew me that 
piece of ornamental workmenſhip, before he ſent it into 
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and met with a ſecond repulſe, I declaring to him poſi 
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Portage, whither he intended to have it t medal) 
conveyed. I could coft nothing to ſee,” as thoſe gen- | 
flemen expreſſed it. I permitted them to open the 
caſket, and after frveyihk the necklace; I ſent a requeſt | 
to the Count, my huſband, to come down and view ir, 2 

as a curioſity. 5 

Hearing ſomething ſaid about 3 he We 
they had brought me ſome articles to tempt me with, 
and ſent mein anſwer, that he had no money to lay out in 
jewels. On being acouainted, however, that His at- 
tendahce was requeſted, not to purchaſe, but merely to 
inſpect the jewel, as a matter of curioſity, he came down, 
caſt a tranſient eye on the ſplendid bauble, and walked 
back, without aſking a ſingle queſtion. I was therefore 
left alone with my three viſitors, who looked at each 
other with an air of perplexity, till their orator, Mon- 

fieur Achette, renewed the converſation. © Is. it not a 
te pity Madame,” fays he, © that ſo magnificent a jewel 
** ſhould go out of the kingdom, while we have a Queen 
cc whom it would ſo well befit, and whe has fo great an 


anſwered I, © nor 45 I comprehend why you apply to 
* me to convey your propoſals to her Majeſty.---I pro- 
« teſt to you I have no opportunity of making them 
8 known t to her, as 7 have not the honor to approach her 
ce perſon.— © Madam,” lays Achette, with a ſly and 
ſignificant look, © we are not come here to explore your 
0 ſecrets, {till leſs to ſuggeſt any doubt concerning what 
« you are pleaſed to tell us ; but believe me, I am well 
« acquainted with Verfailles, and with what is done 
there; and wien I tobk the If berty to bring my friend 
cc to 
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tt to 500 „it was with a perſuaſion, that if you wtf 


e honor him with your intereſt, no perſon at Court is 


« better able than yourſelf to do him the ſervice we pre- 


& ſume to ſolicit.? Boemer's mouth was already open, 


I forefaw that he was preparing to add ſomething about 
acknowledgement, and preſents ; I therefore made haſte 
to interrupt the diſcourſe, and in order to extricate my- 
ſelf from the difficulty, I told them that I would ſee, 
whether through my connexions, I might not be able to do 
them ſome ſervice indireftly. © 

Three weeks had elapſed, during which time I had 8 
heard nothing of the diſaſtrous necklace, the remem- 
brance of which had fo ſoon been done away, that I had 
not even thought of mentioning a word of it to the Car- 
dinal, when one day he paid me a viſit. He had on 


| his finger a very handſome ring, which I did not take 
notice of. After talking to me on ſome ſubjects relating 


to the Queen, of whom he made complaints ; affecting 
at the ſame time, by his actions, to diſplay his hand in 
every poſſible direction; e but you pay me no com- 
« pliment,” ſays he, © on my new ring! it is an ex- 


change I have made for odd diamonds, and other 


ec ſtones, of which I was tired.“ --< Tis a handſome, 
« a very handſome ring”, faid I,” * but I ſaw ſome- 
« thing finer- a few weeks ago; and then told him 
nearly all that I have been relating of the proceedings of 

Laporte, Achette, and Boemer. I was ſtruck with the air 
of eagerneſs and ſurpriſe that was evident in his counte- 
nance. “ It is a very ſtrangè thing!” ſays he to me, 


Have you ſpoken. of it to the Wenn “% No,” 


replied I, © I a not take it upon me.“ It is very 
= Fs 
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| firatge,” added the Cardinal, cc that thoſe Nit ſhould 
ce have made application to you! _-And did they tell 
« you, they knew that the Queen had a great deſire to 
« have that necklace ?”---< They aſſured me fo,” con- 
tinued I,---* I have ſome reaſons to believe i it, Here 
the Cardinal ſeemed to muſe, conſidering I. ſuppoſe, 1 
whether he ſhould explain himſelf to me; and having 
determined in the negative, he turned off the converſa- 
tion. Two or three days afterwards, 1 received a note 
from him, deſiring me to ſend him the jeweller 8. addreſs ; 5 
which being unacquainted with, ſent to Laporte for it. 
He gave my ſervant a written one, which he imme- 
diately carried to the Cardinal. 


The well known derangement of that Prince? 5 affairs, - 


----his reſervedneſs with me, on that head, his inter- 

rogations relative to the jeweller, the ſudden demand 
for his addreſs, altogether made me immediately ſuſpect, 

that his intention was, to make what they call a jobb 
of it; that is, to purchaſe the necklace, in order to con- 
vert it into money. I knew him to be extremely adroit 
in ſuch negociations. 1 moreover knew that he, at that 
inſtant, had much at heart the ſilencing his moſt cla- 
morous creditors; ever ſince the Queen had tald him, 
that the way to render himſelf acceptable to rhe King, 
was to fatisfy the demands of thoſe to whom he ſtood in- 
debted, and ſettle his houſhold on a more orderly 
footing. He had repeatedly ſaid to me, that ſince her 
Majeſty had graciouſly given him that piece of advice, 
he was become the greateſt ceconomiſt in the kingdom; 
that by means of conſiderable reductions he had intro- 
duced into his expences, he hoped, in a few years to 
| "= 2 
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be an Aer eld At was true, he added, 


that ſome. of his debts became payable at ſo early a pe- 
riod, that the diſcharge of them could not wait for the 
rather tedious produce of his economic ſavings. Hence 


J could not queſtion but the necklace was an object 


which he had in view, as likely to be productive of the 
means for diſcharging debts of that deſeription. He 
eame to ſee me the next morning. He ſpoke neither 
of the jeweller or of the necklace, but much about his 
own * prudence and reforms.” The Queen is in the 
right of it,” ſaid he, © I was ruining myſelf. The 
« King loves order and ceconomy.---I was informed, 
« that whenever I had been- propoſed to him, for the 
« adminiſtration of his kingdom, he would have had 
* no other objection, than the miſmanagement of my 
© own affairs; which the Queen aſſured me his Majeſty 


ewas well acquainted with.---In reality, ought I not to 
© ſacrifice ſomething to weighty conſiderations ? By re- 
* trenching from my preſent enjoyments, I ſhall have 


« them tenfold hereafter.---The moment in which the 
« Queen is to fulfill her engagements with me, is nearer 
ce at hand than you imagine; ſhe is ready prepared for 


„the King's anſwer ;---ſhe knows he will not fail to 


* exclaim againſt my extravagancies, my debts, &c. 
ce Then, if it be demonſtrated to him, that my mode 


of living is changed, that I have introduced order 


into my houſhold, made great reforms, cleared off 
*« debts with the bare ſurplus ariſing from my retrench- 


ments; then the King will have nothing to object, and 


the malicious inſinuations of my enemies will be 
ſilenced. Ia am medikating ſtill farther reforms, and I 
— mean 


5 
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ge mean to . within my own RY the Gem of 
« œconomy I propoſe to adopt in the adminiſtration of 
* the ſtate.” Sully could not argue better, faid I, 
laughing; Heaven keep you in theſe good diſpoſitions. 
I did not think fit to tell him my opinion of the matter, 
ſince he did not diſcloſe to me any thing relative to the 
plan which I ſuppoſed him to be meditating, When 
he had left me, I gave way to a few reflexions, and it 
appeared to me. ſomewhat extraordinary, that with all 
this diſplay of œconomy, the Cardinal ſhould, from the 
ſtrange idea of . clearing off his exiſting debts, by con- 
tracting a future enormous one for an article, by which 
it appeared probable he would be a conſiderable loſer, 
Theſe reflexions, which had at firſt originated in a 
with for the Cardinal's welfare, recurring to me ; I con- 
fidered whether the purchaſe of the necklace, for the pur- 
poſes I ſuppoſed, would not bring 2e into difficultiags 7 
had been at firſt applied to for facilitating the ſale of 
that ornament; J had given the jeweller 8 addreſs to 
the Cardinal; there was a poſſibility of his mentioning 
me in his dealing with them; and a ſtill greater of the 
odium reflecting upon me, if the negociation, which 1 
might appear to be a firſt promoter of, ſhould be at- 
tended with any diſagreeable conſequences. My alarm 
ſeemed to be well grounded, from my knowledge of 
che Cardinal's ſituation, for little could 1 comprehend 
| how he would be able, upon reaſonable terms, to make 
1 good a ſum of © ſixteen hundred thouſand livres. 
Maturely conſidering the matter, I concluded that! 
ought, at all events, to conduct myfelf in ſuch a manner, 
that 1 it ſhould be impoſſible to ſay that I had been any 
ways 
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ways concerned in it. I therefore repaired to the jewellers, 

and told them, that the Cardinal, to whom I had 
ſpoken of their necklace, having ſent to me for their 
addreſs, I conjectured he was meditating. the purchaſe of 
it, though he had not given me. any verbal reaſon to 
think ſo ; that in, caſe my conjecture was well founded; | 

I begged of them to remember, that I had not been in the | 
ſmalleſt degree inſtrumental in promoting the ſale of it 
to the Cardinal, that I had abſolutely no concern in it; 
but notwithſtanding, this, it was by no means my inten; 
tion to create apprehenſions 1 inthem, but that I exhorted 
them, when they, concluded. an agreement for ſuch ſale, 


to take all cuſtomary, ee to ens an e 


in the payments. 

By purſuing this meaſure, which I choughe ee | 
diced, I did not foreſee the difficulties I was pre- 
paring for the Cardinal: I own I had conſidered my- 
ſelf only; that L dreaded the ſarcaſms ſo liberally circu⸗- 
lated at Court, where no tranſaction can take place, 
without a. general curiofity being excited, to know what 


kind of intereſt actuates the party concerned. L mult 


therefore acknowledge, that from my not conſidering the 
conſequent embarraſſinenit reſulting to the Cardinal, 


lrom the cautionary ſteps I had taken reſpecting myſelf, 


L was the cauſe of that miſunderſtanding which enſued 
between the Queen and him, and occaſioned him to re- 
ceive the diſagreeable letter alluded to. The fact was, 
that the jewellers, to whom I had, recommended ſuch 
precaution, a&tually followed my advice fo minutely, 
that they compelled the Cardinal, not only to declare, that 
he was treating tor the Queen but even to produce 2. 

Q. 


1 


proof of ; it. 1 his laſt circumſtance was * gi * Me | 


to the pretended. bargaip, which 1 mall preſency 
ſpeak of. FF 

Before I proceed, may 1 be Abel to aſk the . 
vereſt, the moſt prejudiced of my readers, whether, if it 
be admitted, that even at that period, (as it has been im- 


pudently aſſerted) I had caſt an eye of appropriation 


on the necklace, I ſhould have debarred myſelf from 
the only practicable method of getting it into my poſ- 


ſeſſion, by depriving the Cardinal of the means of pro- 


curing it. 1 aſk, at the ſame time, whether, on the ſame 
ſuppoſition of my having, even at chat period, preme- 
ditated the theft of the necklace, it was not my intereſt 
to let the Cardinal be the purchaſer in his own name, 
inſtead of exciting in the Jewellers a diſtruſt, which by 


neceſſitating the Queen s interpoſition, produced the yer- 


gery, which was attempted to be affixed upon me: The 


jewellers had ſpoken to me, in ſuch a manner, as to 
convince me, that as the necklace was a heavy charge 
upon their hands, they would have parted with it on 
the moſt eaſy conditions, to any one that Lad offered 


them the ſecurities it was requiſite they ſhould demand. 


Now, the Cardinal, involved as he was, enjoyed im- 
menſe revenues, upon which he could have given ſecu- 
rities that would not have been rejected. Had I not 
therefore yielded to my apprehenſions of being involved 
in ſome perplexity; had I not impeded their treating 


with him on his own account, he certainly would have 


got poſſeſſion of the necklace without. any. difficulty, 
which I could then, at my perfect convenience and eaſe, 
have Holen away, without recurring to the expedient.of 

. | a forgory. 
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forgery. Thus there was not even a probability, BY ng 


on to ground a charge of forgery againſt me, any more 
than the che, which was only imputed to me, becauſe 


the Queen muſt be exculpated, the Cardinal exonerated, 


and the whole of the i ignominy, of neceſſity, heaped on 


my devoted head; a ſevere inſtance of party and cabal, 
as I ſhall hereafter prove. Even now I muſt repeat, it 


is apparent as the day at noon; that had I meditated the 
imputed peculation, I ſhould not have acted as I did, 
and have prevented the object of my deſire from paſ- 
fing into thoſe hands, out of Which alone I could pur- 
loin it: A few particulars concerning the pretended for- 
gery, will reflect an additional light an the dark tranſac- 
tion T am now expoſing to the unprejudiced eye of 
pobli candor. 8 

I. muſt now make a TP pedtive refionicy to a pe- 


riod of time, antecedent to the date of the letter I have 
been adverting to (No. XXVIII.) 


I have explained the motives which induced me to 


act as I did; reſpecting che jewellers, and which aroſe 
from the reflections that occurred to me on the fubject, 
and led me to conduct myſelf in that manner, in conſe- 


quence of the intention J imagined the Cardinal had of 
procuring the necklace; and in that to find a reſource to 
extricate himſelf from his immediate difficulties. 

Several days had elapſed; without -my having heard 


from the Prince; a circumſtance rather unuſual. 


The Queen, whom I had the honour to ſee during that 


interval, ſaid nothing in her converſation with me that 


had any reference to the necklace. All I learnt was, 
that ſhe had ſeen the Cardinal two days before, and her 
9 1 | | Majeſty 
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Majeſty exprefied ner ſurprize eim 15 bad bug her 
no account of * a eommiſſion her Majeſty had charged 
« him with.“ I could anſwer only by the truth, which 
was, that I had not ſeen him ſince a particular day, 
which I mentioned. Until I received further informa- 
| tion I had not entertained any idea that the commiſ- 
ſion her Majeſty had mentioned related to the necklace. 
Having paid my reſpects to the Queen, I returned 
home to dinner, when my porter delivered a note from 
the Cardinal, wherein he acquainted me, that he ſhould 
be at my houſe at ſix o'clock that evening, and requeſt- 
ing my being at home, becauſe. he had ſomething of 
conſequence to deliver to me. I ſent him word I ſhould 
be ready to receive him, and accordingly he came. 
As his abſence had been longer than uſual, T reproached 
and interrogated him. So, ſo, ſays the Prince, you 
© are curious, you want to know every thing !---Well 
then, let your curioſity be ſatisfied- The buſineſs is 
tc done -the bargain is ſtruck---I have purchaſed the 
te necklace for the Queen. Don't you exclaim againſt 
« the extravagance I know what I am about Beſides 
« it is agreed upon---In a word, I have © private ar- 
© rangements' * with her Majeſty---Here is the packet ; 
c ſhe muſt have it to- day: ſet off immediately. TY 
Great was the ſatisfaction J felt when I found I had 
been miſtaken in my conjectures; that inſtead of a bad 
policy, the Cardinal had adopted a very good one, in 
gratifying the Queen's inclination. I made therefore no 
other anſwer, than that I could with I had wings; but 
for want of thoſe, I took a phæton to convey me more 
ſpeedily, and reached Verſailles by nine o'clock, whence 
I repaired 
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1 8 to dhe palace. The Queen was with the The 
Polignacs: the perſons who had acceſs to her Majeſty on 
| ſuch occaſions, were not in her apartments: it was grow- 


ing late, and I was extremely fatigued ; I reſolved, for 
theſe reaſons, to take my repoſe, and defer the exe- 


cution of my commiſſion until the next day. Previous 


to my going to bed, according to the habit, I have ſaid, 
I had contracted, I took a copy of the letter from the 
Cardinal, and read the whole of the conditions of the 
bargain with the jewellers, which he had taken upon him 


vc to have ſanctioned by the Queen' 8 approbation.” The 
obligations were written © in his own hand.”---I entreat - 
it may be obſerved, that they were © in the Cardinal's own 
© hand writing,” and that I was ignorant of the nature 


of them, as. of the bargain itſelf, till the moment the 


Cardinal had given me the information, and I had, ar 


the time I am ſpeaking of, perufed the papers, 

It appearcd to me ſo much the more natural that the 
Queen ſhould be diſpoſed to ſign this paper, from the 
circumſtance of the Cardinal having ſaid to me, as I have 
mentioned, that he had * private arrangements with 
« her Majeſty.” I found myſelf, therefore, perfectly 
eaſy concerning an affair, which, as it has been ſeen, had 
given me ſufficient grounds for diſquietude. 

Next morning I diſpatched a ſervant to Mademoiſelle 
Dorvat, to know if I could ſee the Queen: ſhe ſent 


me word that the whole morning was engaged, and that 


ſhe could not anſwer for any other moment in the 


courſe of the day. I was ſenſible that ſuch an uncer- 


tainty, ill- ſuited with the Cardinal's impatience, and not 
thinking there was an Waal necelity that I ſhould 
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deliver the packet!” 1 it was de ivered,” I ſent W 
to Mademoiſelle Dorvat, with a note, to deſire ſhe would 
with all ſpeed convey it according to its addreſs; adding, 
_ that J only waited for her cont to fer © off on my r re- 
turnt to Paris. © | 
© Twe hours after, Mr. L Ecler Erdem of the Cham 
bers, brought me a parcel, ſealed up, with a ſhort note; 
in which the Queen commanded me to uſe the utmoſt 
diſpatch, and return that fame evening to Verſailles; 11 
haſtened my departure in order to accelerate my retur irn! 
By the way I opened the packet I was charged with for 
the Cardinal, and therein found the articles of the bar? 
gain, juſt as I had read them the day before, unapproved, 
unſgned, and accompanied with that letter from the 
Queen (No. XXVIII) which I have already twice re? 
ferred to, and which is perfectly explained by circum- 
ſtances ſince related. It is manifeſt, that her Majeſty 
had agreed with the Cardinal, to negotiate private ar- 
rangements, but. not to put her name to any bargain with 
the jewellers. The Cardinal, who had been compelled 
to accede to this laſt condition, had written to the 
Queen, that it muſt be a matter of indifference to her 
Majeſty to ſign or not ſign, ſince the articles and the 
approbation would remain in his hands. But the 
Queen, it ſeems, not having the ſame conception of the 

| buſineſs, ſent him back the paper, with the rebuke in 
the note that accompanied it. 

No ſooner was I got back to Paris than I ſent to the 
Cardinal, who being abſent from home, a note was left 
with his Swiſs 1 requeſting he would come to mg 
on the receipt of it. He did not come till ten at night, 
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n tick had been detained * bufinek of the | 


higheſt conſequence, I anſwered, I was ſorry for it, 


for he made me miſs an appointment the Queen had 


given me for that very evening ; ; and at the ſame time 
delivered the packet from her Majeſty. His firſt, con- 


cern was to ſee whether the bargain had met with the 


Queen" s approbation. When he found it juſt as he had 
ſent it, he changed colour, and his conſternation was 
ſtill more ſtrongly marked, when he read the letter with 
which it was accompanied. (No. XXVIII) He com- 


municated the contents to me, and talked for ſome time , 


like a man whoſe mind was deranged ; when on my 


putting a few nien, with a view to bring him to, 


himſelf, he ſaid to me J am ſorry I made a myſ⸗ 
« tery to you of this buſineſs, whilſt I was tranſacting 


it; you, perhaps, would have adviſed me better. 1 
* have told you that I had bought the necklace for the 
f Queen, and that the bargain was concluded. Here | 


* it is; this very paper, written with my own hand, 
© that you have carried to the Queen, and which her 
« Majeſty ſends back to me, with as much ill- humour, 


c as if I had departed from the tenor of the articles 
ſtipulated between her and me. Lou Them Mey 


« ſently judge whether I am in the wrong or not. 
« You muſt recollect, that when on account of my 


cc ring, you told me of the application the jewellers had 


« made to you, I thought it was a ſtrange circumſtance. 
] did not then explain to you, why it was fo. It was, 
« becauſe but a few days before, the Queen having 
told me that the necklace was deſtined for Portugal 
« (how that information reached her I can not tell) and 
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"> FRY Nill to regret K. had told ber, there 1 . 
means to poſſeſs it, without being obnoxious to the 
King, by making ſome light alterations, as well in 
the pattern, as in the form of the moſt remarkable 
ſtones. Theſe firft overtures having led us into a 
more connected converfation, and the Queen 8 de- 
ſire ſeeming to grow more keen, in proportion 2s 
ſhe conceived it more eaſy to diſguiſe the jewel, I | 
had no difficulty left but about the payment, the 


means of which were far from being in her Majeſty's 


power at a moment's command, I proffered the ex- 


ertion of all my abilities and credit.----Her Majeſty 


thanked me obligingly, and ſaid to, me, that in caſe 
ſhe ſhould. accept of my offers, ſhe ſhould- engage 
with me by private arrangements, with which I was 
to make thoſe correſpond that I ſhould perſonally 
enter into with the jewellers. The matter ſeeming 
to me rightly underſtood, I came back to Paris, de- 


«. lighted. with my being empowered to do any thing 


that was pleafing to her Majeſty. 
The next day I ſent for the jewellers n and. 


went to them immediately, . under pretence of getting 


we Ton? ſet, which I had purpeſely taken with 
The converſation once begun, I made it turn 


upon the necklace, which was immediately exhibited 


to me, and while I was ſurveying it, Boemer related 


to me all that had paſſed. I then ſaid, E had. in charge 


to enquire the price of it; and that in cafe the perſon 
for whom I ſhould purchaſe, did not chuſe to appear, 


1 would enter into a Private agreement wich him. 
| | 3 


cc Verſailles. That La evening of 150 the n 1 


« informed her, that the necklace was in my power, 


« conſequently at her Majeſty's command, which I was 


« come to receive. She anſwered (obſerve her own 


« expreſſions) © I ſhall approve of every arrangement 


c whatever that you ſhall take, provided my name does 
cc not appear in it.“ Thus authorized, 1 returned to 


« Paris, ſent for the jewellers, talked of bringing the bu- 


« fineſs to a concluſion, and of ſettling the ultimate 
« price; but to my ſurpriſe no longer found the ſame 
« diſpoſitions, the ſame eagerneſs in them. (7) They 


« raiſed difficulties, put queſtions to. me, ſuggeſted 
« doubts-and fears. To remove all obſtacles with a 


ſingle word, I declared that I was purchaſing for the 
Queen, that particular reaſons made her Majeſty de- 
* * firous of keeping the — a ſecret for ſome 


9 1 cc time; 


%. 1 — 


* It is here my readers will be ſo good, as to recol- 
lect, what I mentioned (page 97) concerning the ſtep 
I took, with the jewellers. As-I hope they will be 


pleaſed to re-peruſe that paſſage, I ſhall make no farther 


obſervations. But is it not evident from the Cardinal's 


narrative, that, had I not charged the jewellers to act 


cautiouſly, they would have tranſacted with him per- 
ſonally on his own account, and would not have inſiſted 


on the Queen's approbation; that conſequently the pre- 
tended forgery had not taken place, and the theft of the 


| necklace would have been caſicr and leſs dangerous. 
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ſhe vouchſafed to make with me, 


= 


to make with them any that ſhould be ſuitable to 


t 


time büt that 1, fully fatisfied: with the ante 
was charged 


them, and appear reaſonable to me. I then called 
for pen, ink and paper, perſonally drew up the arti- 
cles of the bargain, ſuch as I knew would meet with 
her Majeſty's approbation, and imparted; them to the 
jewellers. They were ſatisfied with the conditions ; ; 
but one of them (Baſanges) obſerved to me, that 
being indebted a very conſiderable ſum to Monfieur 
de St. James, they could not conelude with me, 
previouſly to their making him acquainted with the 
arrangement. To put an end to all difficulties I then 
ſaid to them, © Hear me; 1 have a means of ex- 
citing in Mr. de St. James hifnſelf all the confidence 
ceauliite's + I will bring you the agreement juſt as it 

now is, approved and ſigned by the Queen; but, as ſhe 
will not abſolutely have her name ts appear in it, it will 
be ſeen by. none but Mr. de St. James and your- 
ſelves, and ſhall afterwards remain in truſt with me, 
till final payment, for which E muſt neceſſarily be- 
come ſecurity.-----Will you repoſe that confidence 
in me? Will you be fatisfied ?? They unanimouſly 
anſwered 7es----proteſted to me, that ſetting aſide 
the circumſtance of the ſum due to Mr. de St. James, 
they would be ſatisfied with my bare word. I left 
them, and immediately wrote to the Queen, giving 


<« her an account of the particulars of my agreement, 
cc 


and intreating her Majeſty's approbation in the mar- 
gin to the writing which I ſent to her. I obſerved 
to her, that ſceing it is ag clsly ſtipulated, it ſhould. 

5 «© remain 


{ 1% 1 


be remain in my hands her Majeſty's intentions ; would 
« be complied with, her name would not appear-----Be- 
« hold the anſwer I his received: Such is my re- 
« ward for the pains I have taken, for the zeal I have 
« evinced-----of the ſactifices it will perhaps coſt me; 


for, in ſhort, I am bound as ſecurity, and God knows 


« whether ſhe will pay; whether her - blood ſutkers will 
leave her the means of payment.---O women women! 
« ---and eſpecially Princeſſes !----but worſe. than all of 
« them, Queens! She writes to me as to a valet;---# _ 
ec ſhe had not required myſteriouſneſs,. ſhe would not have 
« employed me. What name then does, ſhe give to all 


| © that I have done, if not that of my/teriouſneſs?” 


He was in a perfect rage, appearing every moment 
ready to tear the agreement to pieces, and, as he ex- 


preſſed it, © To SEND THE V12reRSHIP, WITH THE SUL- 


„ TANA, TO THE DEI.“ I let him, for a while, give 
vent to his ſpleen, and when I ſaw he was become more 


calm, I obſerved to him, that © I ſaw nothing ſo very 


« offenſive in the Queen s letter, as he imagined to 


„ himſelf, that to me it appeared a mere miſunder- 
e ſtanding, owing to the vague expreſſion, that her 


«© name ſhould not be feen in it; that though ſhe ſent 
back the agreement, ſhe did not ſay ſhe would not 


© have it concluded, but ſeemed to intimate, it ſhould | 


te be drawn up in ſome other manner: ſo that the firſt 
« thing I conceived to be done, was to conſult her Ma- 


« jeſty; a meaſure ſo much the more indiſpenſible, as 


on ſending me back with the agreement, ſhe had en- 
* joined my return to her the ſame evening: that 
« 5 Yup the impoſſibility of my getting back to Ver- 
EET 2 = falles 


| Yo ee ſailles 1 time enough that cans 1 I ede ſet olf acl the 


«next, in order to ſeize the firſt moment her Majeſty 
« would be viſible. 1 added, that I hoped to bring 
« him better news, and to make the Queen underſtand 
« what had probably eſcaped her in his letter, that pro- 
« vided the approbation remained in his hands, her 
_ « Majeſty's name would not in reality be ſeen.” hs Þ 
Cardinal was appeaſed, ſeemed to approve of my obſer- 
vations, and allowed that it was at any rate neceſſary ! 
_ ſhould repair the next day to Verſailles, fince I was com- 
manded. -In conſequence of this he gave me the agree- 
ment, and took his leave, in order, as he faid, to my 
retiring betimes to'reſt, and being ready to depart early 

in the morning. 
On my arrival at Verſailles, I heard from Mademoi- 
ſelle Dorvat, that the Queen had expected me the night 
before till after twelve o'clock; that ſhe had been much 
out of temper, and employed the whole time in writing. 
A few hours after I received two lines, to this purport: 
© PEOPLE CANNOT RECEIVE YOU TO-DAY; REMAIN AT 
c VERSAILLES, YOU SHALL BE APPRIZED OF THE HOUR 
« wHEN PEOPLE ARE VISIBLE.” This was a very for- 
mal meſſage, which diſplayed very little earneſtneſs in 
the buſineſs, and which I viewed as an unfavourable 
omen for the ſucceſs of my.embaſly. The next day 1 
went abroad to pay a viſit; at my return I found a note 
ſtill more laconic:” © To-nIcaT, AT HALF PAST NINE.” 
I attended, almoſt trembling, at the appointed hour, 
and had the ſatisfaction to find that my forebodings had 
deceived me. The Queen received me with her uſual 
yy and d affabilir After a few obliging ſpeeches, 
addreſſed 
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addrefied. pee to me FTI ſays the, 1 8 | 
do you bring me nothing from the Cardinal?“ -— T. 
« ] have a paper,” anſwered I, © to deliver to your 
VMäajeſty, on condition it ſhould be demanded of me, 
o. « and to receive your commands concerning the con- 
er MW © tents.” Then drawing the agreement out of my _ 
he pocket, I took the liberty to ſet before her the ſituation _. 22 
er- the Prince was in, the difficulties he had to conquer, the N 
71 addreſs with which he had ſucceeded, in bringing the 
1 Jewellers over to his terms, by giving them, in fact, no 
other ſecurity but his own, ſince he retained, in his o] 
hands, the writing, to aſſure himſelf that her Majeſty's 
name ſhould never appear. * comprehend all that,” 
i faid the Queen, but I had poſitively told him, that I 
ol « would enter Upon no arrangement but with himſelf, 4 
cht « and here he propoſes to me a direct one with the g 
ch Ml © Jewellers. Now (as I wrote him word) had I been 
ig. « inclined to treat with them, I ſtood in no need of his | 
rt: ce aſſiſtance.----Now my name is actually mentioned; | | 
AT © it is an unpardonable indiſcretion----he had better 
UR © have given me notice, than to take upon him a buſi- / 
or- © neſs he was unable to execute.“ Might I preſume 
in *© to repreſent to your Majeſty, that he had not foreſeen | 
ble « that difficulty ;----that zeal alone had made him pro- 3 
y I « ceed into this negociation----that upon the firſt over- i$ 
ote MW f tures he had made, the jewellers ſeemed diſpoſed to 1 
E. * take his own perſonal ſecurity; but when it came to 1 
ur, the point, they ſpoke to him in a manner that made i 
1ad him too clearly underſtand, they ſuſpected him of a | | 
ual MW © deſign to purchaſe the diamonds in order to convert | 
les, E them into money.----Thinking then that he ſhould | l 
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Fo n fulfill your Majeſty 8 views, by PRs ons 
10 writing, wherein your name muſt of neceſſity be ſeen, 
© he mentioned your Majeſty's name, in order to in- 
cc duce their confidence; nor do I think that they, ap- 
* prized as they are, that it is your Majeſty's abſolute 
ce will the tranſactions ſhould be kept a ſecret, will dare 
de to mention it to any one whatever.” © From all that 
ce you tell me,” returned her Majeſty, I am forry 
« that I wrote to him as I did. I will give you a 
« letter to him.----But is there not ſome degree of un- 
« {kilfulneſs in his conduct ?----If no more was requi- 
& fite than to inſpire confidence, was there no other 
e way ?- H 18 PERHAPS IGNORANT OF IT, BUT | 
© TELL IT TO YOU, THAT I HAVE CONTRACTED WITH 
e THE KING A FORMAL ENGAGEMENT, NOT TO SET 
* MY NAME TO ANY THING WITHOUT FIRST COMMU> 
te NICATING IT TO HIM; the thing is therefore imprac- 
« ricahle. See between you, what can be done, or let 
ce us give up the idea of a purchaſe----IT APPEARS TO 
cc ME, THAT THE WRITING BEING ONLY A MATTER or 
f© FORM; THAT THOSE PEOPLE BEING UNACQUAINTED | 
« WITH MY HAN D-WRITING=-=--YOU WILL CONSIDER 
© OF IT: BUT, ONCE MORE, I CANNOT SET MY NAME 
. 10 fr. However, let the matter end which way it 
« will, tell the Cardinal, that the firſt time I fee him, 
I will communicate the nature of thoſe arrangements 
J mean to make with him.” 
To draw as an inference, from this converſation, that 
the Queen ſhould have adviſed me to commit a forgery, 
might ſcem a kind of ſacrilege. Poſſibly, ſhe did not 


form a more exact idea of what the nature of a forgery 
Wy 


ir 111 . 1 


Pg 


one it is FOE weep that the derb 


tion ſhe made of the jewellers being unacquainted with 
her hand- writing, did not mean that another might be 


ſubſtituted in its ſtead; for, upon farther reflection, | 


found it might have quite another meaning; ; though the 


fact is, that 1 then affixed that eee to thoſe ex- | 


ogg; if; 

I did not aigemble, She I dah up my pen to com- 
mence theſe Memoirs. I confeſſed I had committed 
many imprudencies---this was one of the moſt grievous: 
can ſcarce plead ignorance to aſſiſt me in my juſtifica- 
tion, though it was in fact the real principle of my fault. 
Unaccuſtomed to reflect, hurried away in the vortex of 
courtly compliance; plunged into that kind of delirium 
which the ſpirit of intrigue diffuſed in every thing about 
me; corrupted, in ſhort, by the bad example inceſſantly 
before my eyes, and habituated to treat too lightly all 
that is connected with moral duties, I ſaw nothing more 
in ſuch a tranſa&tion, than one of thoſe ordinary irapoſi- 
tions which people allow themſelves in the world, when 
they are conſcious within. themſelves, that in reality 


they mean no injurious deception. © In reality what 


* matters it,” ſaid I to myſelf, * whether the jewellers 
e ſee the Rueen' s writinz, or that of any other hand, fince 
te they are to ſee it but for an inſtant ; that it will not 
© remain in their hands, that it is immaterial to their 
* ſecurity, ſince they have they Cardinal s bond, and 


c that in caſe the Cardinal ſhould not be able exactly to 


e make good his payments, at the different inſtalments, 


« Wo uld 


the Queen, who means to keep the affair a ſecret, 
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I 
te would, .of neceſſity, fulfil the private engagements 
« which ſhe aſſures me ſhe will enter into with him,” 


Secretly arguing thus, and not arguing long, not being 
accuſtomed to very deep reflection: I determined, that 


ft 


for form's ſake, ſomething muſt be ſhewn to the jew- 


ellers, which they might take for the Queen's approba- | 
tion; that the Cardinal muſt not be conſulted about this 
meaſure, which he would perhaps think himſelf bound 
to reject, but which he would be pleaſed with me ſor 
putting in practice, after it had produced its effect 
beſides, - (continuing my reveric) I am fo 'much 
the leſs in danger of expoſing myſelf, as, in fact, if the 
Queen did not preciſely ſuggeſt the idea of my ſigning 


her name, ſhe left to my option the choice of the 


means. She told me * hoſe people knew nothing of her 
« band writing,” and that was what gave rife to the 


| idea which I fix upon; revolving all theſe things in my 


mind, I drew near to Paris---my reſolution was taken--- ' 
I was going on my arrival to put down in the margin, 
approved by me, the Queen: but upon reflection I aſked 
myſelf, whether or not, in caſe the Queen had not been 
reſtrained by her agreement with the King, ſhe would 
thus have ſubſcribed herſelf, but could not ſolve my 
doubt. A blunder muſt however be avoided, for that 
would have deſtroyed the whole plan. I propoſed to 
myſelf to conſult my huſband, who knew better 
what ſignature the Queen made uſe of. I dwelt ſome- 
time on this latter idea, but gave it up, upon recollect- 
ing all the difficulties he had ſtarted, concerning the 
affair of repreſenting the Queen by Madame de Cruſſol. 


Being returned home in this ſtate of perplexity, I con- 


ſidered 


= R 1155 1 
confidered went 1 knew anf one to whom I ROWE? un- 
boſom myſelf, when Mr. Retaux de Villet's name was 
brought in; I was particularly acquainted with him, he 
was on the point of obtaining, through my ſolicitation, 
a military employment: he could hardly refuſe me a 

ſervice to which I affixed little conſequence. I kept 

him to dinner, after which, I took him aſide to have a 
private converſation with him. He was in the ſecret of 
my connections with the Queen and the Cardinal: I 


believe, I had even hinted to him, the political effort the 


latter attempted to make, by procuring, on his own cre- 
dit, for the Queen, a piece of ornamental dreſs, which 
ſhe had for a conſiderable time been deſirous of obtain- 
ing. I told him what turn that buſineſs had lately 
taken, the Cardinal's embarraſſment, the Queen's diſ- 


content, the explanation F had with her Majeſty, and 
the conſtructions I had put upon what ſhe ſaid to me, 


when ſhe obſerved that the ns did not know her 
hand writing. - 

I was juſt communicating to ki the hk I had 
taken, in conſequence of that converſation, when a 


letter from the Cardinal was brought me; he ſaid he 


was extremely uneaſy, and being unable to come himſelf, 


| begged to ſee me at his own hotel. I ſent for anſwer 


I would be with him in leſs than an hour: that in the 
mean while I might affure him every thing went on ex- 


tremely well, 


The porter being gone, Villet and apfel elutiel 


our converſation. He told me, that © not doubting 


but the Queen had made uſe of the expreſſions I had 
© been reporting to him, it appeared to him as it did to 


Q — 


L 114 1 
0 me, that he meant to inſinuate that it was of little 
** conſequence, what hand the approbation was written 
* by, ſince the jewellers were unacquainted with her 
« Majeſty's writing: but” added he © neither the Queen 
tc nor you ſurmiſe what hazard is encountered 1 in coun- 
* terfeiting the hand writing of any perſon, It is an act 
t which the law deems criminal, under the denomina- 
« tion of forgery. Doubtleſs” continued he “ you 
c would not adviſe me to the commiſſion of a crime, 

& but this we may do. Setting off upon the principle 
ee laid down by the Queen, that thoſe people do not 
« know her hand writing, it is an equal wager they do 
<« not know what her ſignature is. Your idea of ſign- 
85 ing only Antoinette is a downright forgery; but the me- 
e tamorphoſe of an Auſtrian Princeſs into a French one, 
ce (to ſay for inſtance: Antoinette of France) has abſolute- 
ly no meaning at all. Were the buſineſs indeed, to 
« ſwindle away the necklace, whenever the villainy was 
« diſcovered, ſuch a ſignature would ſtand as a proof e of 
te it; but there being} no doubt of the jewellers receiving 
te their payments, ſince they will be poſſeſſed of the Car- 
« dinal's ſecurity, ſecretly backed by the Queen's, 1 
« think one may, without great fear of detection, yield 
« compliance to circumſtances, which J ſhall do in the 
« manner I am going to explain: Firſt, I ſhall not 
« counterfeit my hand: Secondly, I ſhall beſtow on the 
Queen the inaccurate title of Antoinette of France; the 
c writing being preſented by the Cardinal, they will not 
« ſcrutinize it, and you ſhall promiſe me to burn it in 
« my preſence, when the jewellers are paid, and the bu- 
« fineſs ended.” 1 gave him my word of honour it 
| | ſhould 


=Y 


n 


1 mm y 


ſhould: de fo, and he figned the approbation conform. = 
ably -to our agreement. I immediately left him and 
hurried away to the Cardinal's. 1 have ſaid, that for an 1 
inſtant J entertained the thought of giving up to him tas 
agreement approved, without telling him, juſt then, 


how J had managed the buſineſs ; ; but when I entered 
his houſe, as he made me wait a little, I reflected that 
Villette and myſelf were not very competent judges, 
that the cauſe might be more ſerious than we were fenſible 
of, and that on ſuch a ſuppoſition, the Cardinal 1 


eventually be drawn into a diſagreeable premunire; I 
determined to give him a full account of the whole wr 


ſaction, but firſt I wiſhed to aſcertain, whether, in caſe 
] had choſen not to tell him till he had made uſe of 1 i, 
he would have diſcovered the impoſition. My firft 


word to him on his appearing was, therefore, © Here it 
* is at laſt. He examined the approbation, obſerved 


nothing particular, and ſaid to me © Here it is at laſt.” 
I burſt into a fit of laughter, and then related all that 
had paſſed, nearly in the ſame terms I have been repeat- 


ing it, He then looked the paper over with more at- 


tention” than before You are right; ſaid he An- 
« toinette of France, and Queen of the Moon are the 


<« fame thing: but I have been taken in with it, and I 


« don't think thoſe people have a ſharper eye, or a rea- 


dier underſtanding than myſelf. I call to mind near- 
ly what you tell me of the Queen; I think I have 
« heard her Majefty, or ſomebody belonging to her, 


« fay, that ſince her purchaſe of St. Cloud, ſhe had pro- 
« miſed the King not ta ſet her name to any thing, with- 


s gut firſt imparting it to him. But why did ſhe not 
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ec remind me of it when the talked of a priine age: 
« ment to be entered into with me ? ? Was I not to un- 


« derſtand its being written However you aſſure me 


cc ſhe 18 appeaſed, that's the moſt eſſential point 3 the 


e necklace, I hope will compleat che reſt, I will-go 


© immediately. and conclude the buſineſs; perhaps 1 
ce ſhall not even ſnew them this paper. I have ſeen 
« them ſince your laſt journey, their confidence is re- 
© ſtored ; I ſhall tell them the bargain which I hold in 


my hand is acceded to and ſigned, and at the ſame 


* time ſhall preſent them with my e e 
„ 8 5 
Aſter aiſcourſing : a moment. on other topics, 1 quired 
the Cardinal, from whom I heard nothing the next day, 
although he had concluded, on that very day, (goth of 


January) with the jewellers. The enſuing day I receiv- 


ed from him two letters, one for the Queen, the other 
for myſelf, in which he urged my departure to Verſailles, 
in order to deliver the former as ſoon as poſſible, and to 
me he gave notice, that the necklace would, in the 
courſe of the day, be at his houſe ; that on the ſubſequent 
day he ſhould have the happineſs to deliver it himſelf in- 
to the Queen's hands. I therefore acted as his precur- 
ſor. The Queen was ſomewhat indiſpoſed, and I could 
not ſee her Majeſty, who ſent me a note for him, which 

I have loſt the copy of, but nearly of the following: te- 
nor. 

Take care to be to night at nine o luck. 1n 1 
« Counteſs's apartment, with the box in queſtion, and in 
« your uſual . and do not go out of it till you have 
cc heard from „ 


On 


hearing from the Queen, as 


- r 4 


paſt eight he came to me diſguiſed, and carrying. under 


= arm: the box containing the necklace. 1 He laid it 
down on a beureau, and remained in expectation of | 
; expreſſed in the note. He 


converſed with me on various ſuhjects, which it is need- 


leſs to repeat, relative. to his amours, and the ſacrifices 


he made to politics. At half paſt nine, Leſclaux, that 
ſame groom of the chamber, who is ſaid (page 102) to 
have delivered me. a note from the Queen, her Majeſ- 


tyꝰ's truſty meſſenger, and by her employed on ſundry | 


delicate occaſions, as I ſhall more amply unfold ; Leſ- 
claux, I ſay, a man perfectly known to the Cardinal, 


the neceſſary confidant of all the little irregularities, 


mentioned in the correſpondence, ca came with a note from 


the Queen i in theſe terms: 


The Miniſter, (the King) is a dualy 3 in my apart- 
ment; I know not how. long his ſtay will be: you 


know the perſon whom I ſerid, deliver the box to him, 


« and ſtay where you. are. I do not deſpair of ſeeing 
« thee to day,” 


The Cardinal, after peruſal of the note, 1 as 


well as the foregoing one, by the Queen's own hand, 
which he but too well knew,) himſelf delivered to the 


faithful Leſclaux, the box and necklace, as he had him 
ſelf laid them down on my eſcrutore. Leſclaux went 
away, ſaying he had orders to be in waiting at M. de 


Miſery's till twelve o clock. Accordingly, at half paſt 
eleven he returned with another note, of which I do not 
exactly recollect the terms, but was in ſubſtance, that 


L ſhe was TT ach croſſed 1 that cc the Miniſter was 


cc to 


On the Cardinal! 8 arrival I ſent him this vote; at Half, 7 55 
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to deep with her; "oy ſhe acknowledged! hs receipt 
of the box, and concluded by. telling him, 6 the 
ec would ſee him the following day.” HD ” 
All theſe facts being inconteſtible, hw could the Cart 
nal afterwards be prevailed upon to fay, in order to get 
himſelf aut of difficulty, that © he did not know what was 
become of the necklace ? and what is ſtill more unac- 
countable, what proves the abſolute deſign of deſtroying 
me to ſave him is, that he ſhould have laid tomy charge 
the diſappearance of the necklace, whereas he never en- 
truſted me with it; but he himſelf delivered it into the 
hands of a truſty ſervant of the Queen's. Was it | 
not more natural, more juſt, he ſhould call Leſclaux to 
account for it? Yes, undoubtedly ; but by bringing 
Leſclaux forward, the Queen would have. been expoſed, 
and he was forbid, as well as myſelf, to utter a 
word, tending to expoſe the Queen. There lies 
the myſtery of this iniquity. There the fatal neok- 
lace has paſſed, almoſt in an inſtant, from the hands 
of the jewellers into thoſe of the Cardinal, and from his 
into thoſe of a well known emiſſary of the Queen. 1 
hear a thouſand voices crying out: What became of it 
| afterwards ? to which I could anſwer I do not know : and 
aſk, as Cain did, whether it was given me to keep ?--- 
and indeed it would be impoſſible for me to have known 
what became of it, if a number of circumſtances, which 
I am about to relate, allowed me to doubt of its being 
almoſt immediately taken to pieces; and if, from the 
ſame ſource, I cannot declare the uſe it was abfolutely 
put to, at leaſt I ſhall be able to ſhew what it was in- 
tended for. But before J enter upon a complete eluci- 
dan 
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pt 26d of thote points, the moſt important of al, I-muſf-j 
Wo the thread of the occurrences, following, . 
tot | have hitherto done, the order of time, and concatenation 

I of things. 1 | 

et I have to run chiougk a et of above fix months; N 


„ 5 is to ſay, from the iſt of February, 1785, the day 


if which the necklace was delivered, till the I Sth of 
1g a the date of the cataſtrophe. ; 
ge On the ad of February the Cardinal . a 6 
= From the Queen, which he communicated to me, and 


TY which I could not poſſibly take a copy of, which is a 
* great diſappointment to the public. That letter outdid 
„ iin licentiouſneſs all that J have antecedently laid before 


h the reader's eye. The Miniſter, (the King) was treated 
d, in 1t with an indecency, perhaps never equalled, between 
1 obſcure individuals, plagued with domeſtic ſquabbles. 
as Her Majeſty ſet out with bitter complaints on the fa- 
Y tiguing and tedious ceremonies of that day, which had 


ls deprived her of the pleaſure of receiving her dear ſlave ; 
in the next place ſhe ſpoke of the diſagreeable night ſhe 


1 had paſſed with the King: all her expreſſions were thofe 
FR of contempt and loathing ; ſhe particularly alluded to 
d the vice of drinking, and the condition it reduces thoſe 
2 to who give themſelves up to it. She called upon the 
> Cardinal to lament her hard fate, which condemned her 
h to yield her perſon to the tranſient brutality of ſuch a 
3 man, as ſhe had no other way to make him do what 
5 ſhe required of him, &c. &c. It was a very long and 
7 curious letter: it appointed no meeting, and but very 


flight mention was made in it of the jewel, which had 
been "Of her) admired, But thoſe words, few as they 


were, 
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1 ere Ae « the Few at the fine, who | 
in reading them ſaid to me, the veſſel has ſailed jafe into 
© harbour; a proof that he underſtood the Queen acknow- 
= : ledged to him the receipt of the n This be 
= has ſince been pleaſed to forget. 1 A 
| _.. Three or four days after, that is to ſay, on "70 g 80 or 
= th, J went to the Queen's apartments with the Cardi- 
nal, but was witneſs neither to their converſation, nor to 
= 7 what paſſed between them; all I know is, that they 1 were 
= alone, that I overheard more ſighs than words, and that 
: | 1 concluded they ri underſtoodeach 1 2 S mean- 
= Three or four weeks then lapſed, withoin any OY 
remarkable occurring. Letters without number and 
__ without end; appointments baulked, renewed, thwarted, 
__ ſucceſsful; above all, plenty of poſting for me from 
'F Paris to Verſailles, from Verſailles to Paris, to Trianon, 
Kc. ec. | 
It was about that time the Queen wrote to the Cari. 
nal, that ſomebody had aſſured her, the necklace was at 
leaſt two hundred thouſand livres too dear; and that if 
the Jewellers would not accede to ſuch an abatement, ſhe / 
was determined to return them their ornament. The 
Cardinal, as uſual, flew into a rage, made uſe of abuſive 
language, and curſed the whole ſex: yet what could he 
do? He muſt needs be Prime Miniſter. He had not 
laid himſelf under ſo many reſtraints, given himſelf fo 
much pains, ſo eaſily to give up the game.----He ſent 
for Boemer and Baſſanges, and communicated her 
Majeſty's letter, which to. them appeared very extra- 
ordinary. Indeed it rarely happens that after a bargaig 
| is 
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d ſigned, and che Repei deiiverh 


is conclude 


the Crake Sud demand an abaternent i in the Pom 


agreed upon. Such extraord rdinary and 1 


ceedings can only be adopted by extraordinary per- 
ſonages, but that was exactly the preſent caſe. On the 


part of the jewellers, the fear of diſpleaſing on the one 


hand, and on the other, that of being obliged to take 


back a burthen which had long laid heavy oh their 


hands; perplexed them; but the former conſideration 


preponderated, and after much remonſtrating, they ac- 
quieſced in the pripoſal, and coliſente@-b to take the 


abatement. 


This is a circrhnſtante; engl fiery which my 14. 


verſaries have Had the cruelty and folly to lay to my 


charge; and reported that it was a manceuvre of mine. 


In the name of common ſenſe, where lay the fineſſe of 


 it?---What could it lead to What von ul AC- 


crue from it to me? 


It has already been ſeth, that ien for the firſt 
time; the purchaſe bf the necklace was brought into 


queſtion; ſuſpecting the Cardinal of an intent to turn it 


into money, and apprehenſive leſt I ſhould be drawn 
into a ſcrape in the more than poſſible contingency of 


non- payment; ; devoted as I was to the Cardinal, I 
thought myſelf obliged to ſee Boemer, to forewarh him, 
and prevail on him to act cautiouſſy. It has alſo been 
ſeen; what conſequences had neatly reſulred from my 
conduct in that buſineſs in ſhort it cannot have eſ- | 


caped the reader's recollection, that the negociation 


had, by that means, been almoſt broken off. If it 


could be ſuppoſed, as ſome people have had che auda- 
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city to declare, . from the very firſt. moment in 


Which I ſaw the necklace, I had formed the idea of ob. 
taining it by fraud, it is manifeſt that, on. the firſt op- 


portunity, my conduct was ſuch, reſpecting it, as en- 


tirely counteracted any intention of the kind, and pre- 


. vented even the poſſibility of ever its coming into my 
poſſeſſion: ſince I was ſtopping the only channel through 
- Which it could reach my hands, namely, through thoſe 


of the Cardinal. I fatter myſelf, J have ſufficiently de- 
monſtrated the abſurdity of the firſt piece of eee 
my enemies have laboured to load me wit 


The ſecond is yet more abſurd, if poſſible. What 


fineſſe could they lay to my charge, what private ad- 


vantage could I derive from the delivery of a letter to 


the Cardinal from the Queen, the purport of which was 
to demand an abatement in a ſum which, even according 
to the hypotheſis of my infamous detractors, was never 


to be paid? Without recurring to the obſervations alrea- 


dy made on the ſubjett of letters, fictitious and falſe, (*) 
ſuch as that which it was fad I had manufactured 


) What e. extremity was the Cardinal's fa- 
mily reduced to! when Solicitor Target declared to 
them, in full aſſembly, that they had no other way..of 


_ faving the Prince, than by denying every thing, even 
to the ſmalleſt knowledge of the Queen's hand- writing 


but, as all ſenſible perſons, who have examined. the 
matter with an impartial eye, have uniformly obſerved--- 


who can be perſuaded that a courtier, who has known” 


the 


33 & ws Ho mes 


woe, bog Pay 


Lk 30 11 


to ll off that great trick of fineſſe 1 have alluded to; 1 
will confine' myſelf to a very plain: argument. The neck? 


Jace was gone out of the Cardinal's hands. Either Leſclaux 


was a knave, ſet on by 1 me to purloin 1 it, or he was a faith- 
ful, ſervant who had delivered it to the Queen that very 
evening. If the latter, how dare they aſk me to account 
for it ?---if the former, Leſclaux had returned me the - 
necklace, thus purloined ; it was in my;poſſeffion---my 
views were accompliſhed---my avarice gratified. The 


Cardinal was ſecurity, he had entered into private ar- 
rangements he had one with the Queen. What was 
it ta me, whether the Queen or the Cardinal ſhould 
pay ſixteen, or fourteen hundred thouſand livres? Nay, 
what was it to me, whether they paid either or neither 


of thoſe ſums? for if T acted a villainous part, ry 


thoughts would have correſponded in every particular, 


and I had cared little, whether the Jewellers were ruined 
or not. Beſides---I hope I may flatter myſelf that- the 
reader ſhares the indignation I experience.---Beſides,, I 


fay---fuppoling me capable of having: conceived, , of | 
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the N * ke youth, who An her - Goquetety and 
familiarly when ſhe was yet Archducheſs, eventhough he 


had not ſeen her ſtill more familiarly ſince her being 
Queen of France, and muſt, in his capacity of Lord High 


Almoner, have received orders from her hand, and an 


hundred times ſeen her writing, in the hands of twenty 
other perſons at Court, whom he had viſited; and wh 
were likely to have received it frequently? who, but 


muſt be confidently perſuaded, that her writing Was as 


famitiar to him as his own 2 i 4" OI BIND. 
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being executed his: project of that. daring theſt, the 


moment the ſtroke was ſtruck, that 1 rolled. in diamonds, 
taken to pieces, is jt conſonant to ſenſe, that 15 ſhould 


have been ſuch a fool, as to have expoſed. myſelf to.a | 
compulſive reſtitution? for the lettter, which 1 am faid 


to have had the incomparable addreſs to forge, inti 


mated that, unleſs the Jewellers would conſent. to the 
abatement, their , ornament ſhould. * returned to 


them (). 
A blind fatality 5 Sehieed, by Pegs of 


vern the actions of thoſe whoſe wicked deeds. have I. 


them forfeit i its ptotection, and leads them on inſenſiblyi in 


| errors which myſt e INT them! ! The Nlander- 


ous 
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00 1 am 0 mock afraid of form of .i my ki not 


attending minutely to circumſtances, that I muſt aſk | 
' pardon of the reſt fo the impatience I occaſion in them, 
by ſuggeſting reflexions which would not eſcape them, 


Here is one of à very decifive nature, and which relates 
alſo to the ſenſeleſs allegation which I have already I 
truſt, victoriauſly combated. If it he wholly improbable 


that J ſhould be ſo ſtupid as to forge a letter, that 


might have compelled me to reſtore my ſuppoſed plun- 
der; that letter was however written, ſince mention is 
made of it in the trial, by the Cardinal's own council. 
A it could not be written by me, it muſt. affuredly be 


ſo by the Queen, whom, alone, the price of the neck- 


lace concerned. 'If it was written by the Queen' O hand, 
the Cardinal has then; on this occaſion at leaft, ſeen her 
Majeſty's writing, he could then compare 1t with a hun- 
dred other letters that had paſſed through my hands. 
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gus imputations which F have been already animadvert- 
ing upon, are ſo characteriſtie of folly, they ſo manifeſtly 
diſcoyer the blind precipitancy of malice, driven to its 


laſt efforts, that had J no further proofs to adduce, of 


the abſurdity and impotence. of. my qpponents, I wight 


think myſelf at liberty ta diſpenſe with any other argu- 


ments in fayour of my innocence ; but I haye a ſuper- 
abundance ; and howeyer powerful thaſe may be, w hich. | 
can deduce from reaſon, I ſtill} have 2 greater re- 
lance. upon thoſe which may be inferred from. facts, 
Let us therefore proceed to facts, au to thoſe I went 
a double portion of attention. 

The ſecond arrangement was, as 1 on ſtated, con- 
cluded upon; the Jewellers had conſented to a reduc- 
tion of two hundred thouſand livres, as demanded by 
the Queen, from the price of the jewels as originally 
agreed for; the necklace was in her Majeſty's poſſeſſion, | 
ſhe might do with it what ſhe pleaſed. It was not 


long before I ſaw my conjecture verified, that her Ma- 


jeſty would vary its appearance in ſome manner or 
other, ſo as to deceive the King ; an idea, which it has 
been, ſeen, was ſuggeſted to her by the Cardinal. 

From that period, to the time when the charge 
was made againſt . me, of having purloined that 
unfortunate jewel, there gradu ally aroſe clouds, which 


could not fail ſenſibly to alarm me. The appointments 


between the Queen and the Cardinal became leſs fre- 
quents--her Majeſty. appeared gloomy---her- temper 


was viſibly ſoured; and I. had much to ſuffer perſonally 


from that change of diſpoſition, 1 faw clearly that ſhe 
ſought, without wiſhing to appear active, to puniſh me 
28 een 


* 


for the ſhare 1 had in being her 150 the Ca 
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Nin 


nal "on ' 
a more intimate footing; he ſeeming, daily, to grow 


| 7 more inſupportable to her: 1 have ſaid, fo Puniſh--=-it 5 


is no exaggeration.” She, no longer, ſpoke to me of the 
the Cardinal. It Was, no doubt, to practice thoſe petty 
cruelties, till ſhe could get rid of me, for I cannot 


: queſtion but ſhe had already formed that idea, when ſhe 


teſumed that of undoing the Cardinal. It was 
bly, 1 ſay, with both thoſe views, that, one day, afict 
beſtowing on 'me fome of her ' fevect*- looks; 3. the? faid, 
preſenting me with a box, © Here; its a long while 
« ſince I have given you any thing; but don't t tell the 
ey Cardinal that I have made you this preſent, nor even 
85 that you have ſeen miez. De m= bear ? 1 not talk 
L. to him DS: ==> 5; < de 

My conduct towards the Queen had been cant; 
wrong -I avow it----I have already confeſſed, that in 


the affair of Mademoiſelle Oliva, I had revealed the 


ſecrer her Majeſty had imparted to me, to the Cardi- 
nal; the ſame incitements made me, on this ſecond oc- 
caſion, repeat the ſame trivial breach of confidence. 
After I had examined the contents of the box, without 
being able, in any degree, to eſtimate the value, my 
firſt concern was, to fly to the Prince, and acquaint him 
with the Queen's bounty, telling him, all that had 
paſſed at Verſailles, and conjuring him to be ſecret, 


After he had, in a curſory manner, looked over the 


diamonds, which he poured out upon his table, he ſaid 
to me, © This appears to me ſomething conſiderable! 
« What do you intend to do with them?“ -I an- 


ſwered, that my intention was to ſell the greateſt pary, 


and have the reſt ſet for my own uſe. He ſurveyed 
= them, 
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them once more, 10 eventu ally om my leaving 
them with him, till the next day; which I did without 


heſitation. It was highly fortunate for me that 1 did 
ſo; ſince, by compelling the Cardinal to own, that he 


had ſent them back to me again, I produced an indiſ- 


putable proof, that I had ſhewn them to him, at the 
moment of my receiving them ; and that; conſequently, 8 
had not ſtolen them. 1 withdrew, therefore, leaving 


my diamonds looſe upon the table; and the. Cardinal, as 


he ſaw me out, told me, he would weigh. them, and 
let me know within a trifle, what was their real value. 
Accordingly,. the next day, his, Swiſs ſervant brought 
them back to me in a parcel, carefully tied up and 


ſealed, with the addition of a note, to the following pur- 


port, « J will ſee you to-morrow before I depart for 


% Verſailles, and will ſpeak to you, more confidentially, 


concerning the object, I ſend you back: let me pre- 
* vail on you td part with it, as ſoon as poſſible.“ 
My huſband hitherto uninformed of, what, I then 1 
called my good fortune. Oh Heavens . -How 
much I was deceived! Before I communicated any 
thing of the circumſtances to him, I ſer apart the ſtones. 
which encircled the button, and thoſe that-partly formed 
the drops; which 1 purpoſed ſelling privately, in. order 


to purchaſe with the money they ſhould produce, vari- 


o articles I wiſhed to be paſſeſſed of. The remainder 


then gave to my huſband, who immediately ſaid, 
thoſe ſtones appeared to him to belong to the necklace, 
and that therefore before we tried to diſpoſe of chem, 5 
we muſt diſcloſe the matter to, and conſult. with the - 
c that probably, it would be neceſſary te to uſe 

prudential 
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pricdential meaſures | in order that the diattonds, b deen 
the quickneſs of circulation in trade, might not fall into 
| the hands of Boemer and Baſanges. e ee ene 


While we were talking About it; the Cardinal 445 


in, but he was then! in haſte ahd only Juſt had time to 


tell me, he would ſee me at his return from Verſailles 


| and that in the interim he adviſed me hot to ſhew my 
diamonds to any perſon whatſoever. 


At his return he called upon me, and told me he - had 
feen the Queen; who had not made the leaſt mention 


ol the necklace to him; that he could not account for 


her ſilence that having examined the diamonds he 


had ſent me back, he * diſcovered the tholt remark- | 


able ſtones of that piece of ornament ; ;---that he did not 
think it extraordinary, that the Queen ſhould chuſe to. 


make ſome alteration, in its form, but that it was very | 


much ſo, ſhe had not mentioned a word to him reſpecting 


it. That it would vex him extremely, if the Jewellers 


ſhould happen to hear that their piece of workrhanſhip 
* thus been taken to pieces; * This would not fail; 
& preſently, to be the caſe; added he, © if you were 


de to ſeek to diſpoſe of thoſe irregular. ſhaped ſtones in 


te Paris. I therefore adviſe you to get them fold at 
« Amſterdam. Believe me; the Queen has not the 


. & ſmalleſt notion of the value of the preſent ſhe has 


© made you. Thoſe flat oval ſtones, not correſponding | 
ie with the deſign of her Majeſty's intended ſuit of dia. 
ce monds, ſhe has looked upon them as trifles, but 1 
a aſſure you, that you are poſſeſſed of more than the 
te amount of three hundred thouſand livres, and that you 
&* cannot too ſoon, nor too . diſpoſe of them.“ 
N 
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Haring ** "this commits to my huſ- 


band, he approved of the Cardinal's advibe; is it was 


conformable to the ſentiments he had held of tlie buſi- 
neſs. In conſequence thereof he, that ſame day, called 
upon a jew named Franks, who upon certain ſtipulated 


conditions; undertock a journey to Amſterdam, for the 
purpoſe of diſpoſing of the jewels; but the troubles 


that had ariſen in Holland, rendering the tranſaction 
impracticable at that time, the Jew returned without 
effecting the buſineſs. Then, i it was, that my huſband 


determined to viſit England. Chevalier O Neil, a cap- 


tain of grenadiers, and a knight of St. Louis, having 
propoſed accompanyin g him, they began their TOP 
on the r2th of April. 

[ propoſe to give the moſt accurate ind ci 
tial account, of Mr. de la Motte's operations in London 


during that, his firſt viſit ; but as more important mat- 
ters claim an immediate preference, I beg leave to poſt- 
pone that account, and to give it a place at the conclu- 


fon of my Memoir s. 25 i 

From the firſt of F ry to the 12th of 17 to 
which period I have now advinced, it has been ſeen, that 
the Queen $ coolneſs and reſerve towards the Cardinal had 


| made a rapid progreſs ; the frequency of their meetings 


conſtantly diminiſhed; the interviews were paſſed in alter- 


cations ; the Cardinal had almoſtloſt ſight of the necklace; 


only ſometimes would ſay to me © It is very particular 
* ſhe makes no uſe of her diamonds ;---there's no ap- 


© pearance of any of them have you ſeen any thing 


* new about her dreſs?” to all which, I anſwered, as 


the fact was, in 1 the hegative ; but he now ſeldom ſpoke 
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to mee on che ſubject; Grievances = a OY more 4. 


8 rious nature, lay at his heart. F irſt, be began & to. ff. 


pect the Queen (and 1 believe not without foundation) 
of havirg prejudiced him in the opinion, of the Empe- 


ror, from whom he now ceaſed to receive any commu- 
nications. In the next place he reproached her with 


having trifled with him, in ſuffering pf live agreements 
entered into by ber, to be tediouſly protracted. in the exe- 
cution. | He did not explain the nature of them, but 1 


| ſufficiently conceived, that he meant the promi led. m 
niſiy. He beſides took umbrage that the Queen did 
not, as he expected, receive him publicly. As ſhe was | 


now leſs diſpoſed than ever ſo to do, ſome people hay- 
ing at that time awakened all her former prepoſſeſſions 
what does this unfortunate, madly do, but determine 


upon compelling her Majeſty ſpeedily to keep her 
word with him? It is impoſſible for my reader to fſur- 


miſe the method, he had formed the reſolution to adopt. 


ft will never be conjectured that it was----by making 


her experience the feverities of abſence. 5 
He one day imparted to me a dream, telling me very 
earneſtly, « That woman ſtood in need of. him---ſhe 


ec could not do without him---that the only way, to com- 
FE te pel her to give him conſequence, and to get himſelf 


ec acknowledged her favourite, was to retire; and pretend 
« diſcontent,”---He amazed me and made me tremble 
for him. 

Ty ſhall not ſeek to make a merit, as my remonſtrances 
to him on this ſubject---alas ! he never, at any. time, 
paid the leaſt regard to them; ſuch blindneſs, ſuch 


folly; never ſure exiſted, 1 told him that at 
| the 
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the moment he was ſpe aking to me, 1 could not by 
think him delirious, « on the brink of a precipice, putting 
a fillet over his eyes before he took the leap: 1 exen 
ſhed tears. —He 7 
either ſay or dos 

Ten or twelve days after my huſband's « departure, the 


0 ardinal ſet out for Saverne, fully perſuaded, it would, 


not be long before he was recalled. 1 was ſo much the 


more deeply affected, as he had entruſted me with a 
converſation, which a few days back had. paſſed between 


him and Queen 3 and which, as I conceived muſt haye 
been infinitely diſpleaſing to her Majeſty. The ſubje& 
had again been about a ſum of money, he was at that 
time unable to procure for her, In anſwer to ſomething 


rather harſh, which the Queen had faid to him, he re- 


plied, (according to the account he gave me) on Madam, 
* you are acquainted with the ſtate of my affairs; ever 
e ſince the bankruptcy of Madame de Guẽ mende, I 


« find it hard to obtain credit, Were I i in a different | 


6 ſituation, - a matter which depends on you, I ſhould 
« find means and reſources, which I do not now poſ- 


« ſefs; and all ſhould be at your command. Without 


e. elevation I. can do nothing, as a proof of which, with 
« all the efforts of my zeal, I have not been able ta 

ce get the ſum you required,” 7 
He 1 not ſeen the Queen from the time of that inter- 
view, until he retired to Saverne, towards the end of 
April. Between that period and the 22d of May, when 
the Queen diſpatched me to Saverne, to deliver a packet 
to him, of which I ſhall make mention; I continued to 
pay my coput to her Majeſty, he never ſpoke of him 
WY 


* c no account of any thing 1 could 5 
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: to me, but in a diſagreable ſtrain. 1 plainly d that 
cat deal of jealouſy, was blended with a thouſind 
bi cauſes, to ſour her temper ;, that the continual. re: | 3 
ports made to her Majeſty of the Cardinal's intrigues, 
of his indiſcretions, of the unpardonable imprudencies he 
had been guilty of, in ſpeaking of her Majeſty, to no- 
blemen, whom he thought his friends; had exaſperated 
her toa degree that left no hopes 105 the recovery. 0 her 
good graces. | | 
Mlagtters were in this ſtate, when on che 22d of 'May, 
as T have already obſerved, the Queen ordered me to 
ſet off for Saverne, and to deliver into the Cardinals 
own hands, a packet which ſhe entruſted me with; 
charging me to take the greateſt care of it. 1 departed 
that very day. It may eaſily be imagined, I would 
have given the world, to know the contents of the pac- 
| ket; but, it was wrapped up with a ſilk twiſt ſealed 
every way ; fo that there was no ſuch thing as gratifying 
my curioſity, unleſs I would reſolve to make a confeſ- 
ſion of it, which was too delicate a point. 1 hoped that 
the Cardinal would let me into the ſecret, but he did 
Not ; ſo that 1 never preciſely knew what the myſte- 
rious packet contained : though, by the Cardinal's de- 
jection, I but too well apprehended, that the purport 
of my commiſſion was diſtreſſing to him, and that the 
packet was the precurſor of a confirmed diſgrace. He 
muttered many vague complaints ; informed me that he 
ſhould go off to Paris the next day; without letting me 
know whether he was ſent for, or whether i it was a reſo- 
lation he had himſelf formed, to ward off the blow that 
threatened him. However that was, he returned to Paris, 
; | | and 
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and wrote to verſaille . bale was not feat! for. hither, 


The Queen's reſolution was irrevocably fixed. His 


laſt piece of folly had extremely irritated her, and the 
Cardinal's enemies, as I had foretold, had availed them 


felves of his abſence, to demonſtrate to her Majeſty, the 


danger of having any connection whatever with à man, 
who was morally and phyſically ruined. 91 particularly N 
mark thoſe laſt expreſſions, becauſe, they are thoſe, 
which Mademoiſelle Dorvat made uſe of at the time, 


in ſpeaking to me of the Cardinal. She, no doubt, had 


learnt them in the right quarter. Meantime, he unre- 
mittingly continued writing to the Queen; ; who did not 
yet chule to diſcover her reſentment, or who, more pro- 
bably, was not yet wound up to that pitch, to which 
the Baron de Breteuil ſtrove to exaſperate her, and 


which at laſt he effected to the higheſt extreme. The 


Queen, indeed, ſometimes condeſcended to write a few 
nes in anſwer to him, from which I had but two op- 


portunities of taking copies; thoſe copies are · two notes, 
of the 6th and 9th of July. Although the former, 


does not atually coincide with the period of time, 
which at this moment fixes my attention ; as It contains 
nothing circumſtantial relative to a particular event, and 


can qnly point out, indeterminately, the diſpoſition and 


reſerve of the Queen, at an epocha ſo clearly connected 
with that of the cataſtrophe, I ſhall place it here. 


There i js a little diſſimulation, not to ſay falſhood, diſ- 


cernible in it, but the reader cannot have loſt ſight of 


thoſe letters wherein her Majeſty accuſes herſelf of that 


failing, which will ſtill more ſenſibly be perceived in 
No. XXXE. the laſt of che correſpondence, when by 
| com- . 


jy comparing. the dates, it will be apparent, how, neatly | 


T „ 


that of July ah, approaches to that of che 1 5th of * 


of 


is baye * noy ſpoken. of the "Hey FE Breeevil: % 
is him at preſent, who is going to Play: me idee 
character in the horrid drama. 5 

I ſhall not repeat what I have already ord, that. 
retailer of lettres de cachet, that thunder-bearer of deſpo- 
tiſm was the Cardinal s mortal enemy. 1 think I hare 
pointed out the ſource of that implacable enmity. As 
the ſupreme head of the higher police, one way con- 
ceive, that with the help of fiſty thouſand ſpies in bis 
pay, few things are hidden from him, He had, long 
ſince, been informed of the necklace negociation, and 
had conceived hopes of fabricating, on that foundation, 
the utter ruin of the, e Cardinal. With this view he paid 
ſtrict attention ,to every tranſaction. He had ſeveral 
times ſent for the. ewellers, who, each, time, had given 
intimation of it to the Cardinal. The Cardinal had in 
conſequence enjoined them to ſecrecy, and even adviſed 
them to ſay, © rbat the necklace was ſent abroad. The 
Miniſter im patiently waited for the term, on which the 


firſt payment became due, in hopes of making the 


Jewellers publicly vent their complaints, in conſequence 


ol a failure therein, which he Battered himſelf would be 
the caſe. The Cardinal on his ſide, deſtitute. of the 


means within himſelf, looked forward with the moſt 
anxious expectation, that the Queen would filfil, with 


regard to him, what he called her private engagements. 


On the 19th of July he received from her the letter, 
(No XXXI.) which 1 have announced as being the 


laſt 


— 


2 » THY AC "x 6 ” = 
. bY . * + » 4 1% * 
: * c I I; 
, * 2 
15 : 
4 N 1 22 N N. 
1 1 4 435 T7 
4 * 4 on 4 — SOREN" . 1 len 9 5 : 


1 | „ 
lf — * "correſpondence, * : 


1 . 


is ſufficient to give one an idea or he © dandinal s em var 


raſſment; ; but. dV will render it yet more apparent, and 
adduce. an additional circumſtance to "the. many, that 


* N wt 


concur in my juſtificati ion, by tranſcribing a memof an- 


dum of the Cardinal's, brought forward at che trial | trial; and 


which his eminence acknowledged to have been written 


by his valet de chambre, by his direction, and indited 
by himſelf in theſe | terms: 3 

July 22 or 25, ſent a ſecond | time ** B. (Boohrr 7 or 
Baſanges) think it is to ſpeak to him again, of what was | 
ſaid to him the firſt time, concerning che ſecrecy in 
queſtion,---If ſent for by the Miniſter (Breteuil) | let him 
f: ay, « that the matter in debate has been ſent abroat 

Theſe perplexed expreſſions, which the Cardinal 59 


ed to be committed to paper, in order to help His me- 


mory, in caſe of need, evidently prove that he, well in- 
formed of the Baron de Breteuil's meaſures, was wholly 
intent on ſecuring the Queen's Tecret from diſcovery. 

He was perſuaded, therefore, that the Queen had tlie 
necklace ?---That, in whatever mode ſhe was pleaſed to 


diſpoſe of it, ſhe was bound to pay for it?—-Beſides, the 


payment of thirty thouſand livres on account of the | 
intereſt; beſpoke her intention of doing honour to her 


private engagements; fo that, all rightly.conſidered, the 


Cardinal made himſelf eaſy, and ſtill imagined, for one 
moment, that he purſued the road, to what he called 
elevation. The Jewellers, after ſome repreſen tations, 
refuſed the 30,000 livres, in part of the intereſt, but 


accepted of them on account of the capital, and 
5 K e 
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dare their receipt, acknowledging to have receive | tht 
aer from her Majeſty, &c. Tas „ | 

The Baron de Breteuil; intornicd of this 1 olds 
| . left no means untried to raiſe diſquietude in the 
Jewellers; and before he knew from the Queen, whether 
or not, ſhe had authoriſed the Cardinal to treat with | 
them, he boldly took upon himſelf to declare, that the 
en was falſe, that the Cardinal had impoſed upon 


chem; adding, that they had no other courſe to take, 
but to Preſent a 8 Fe t their bu ne to 


her Majeſty. 


The ewellers being. alarmed, gare o Miaitter' all 


exact account of the whole tranſaction. Amongſt che 


number of circumſtances which excited his attention, that 
of the ſignature, w Antoinette de France” was fingularl} y 


ſtriking, and that circumſtance Mr. de Breteuil ſeized with 


the utmoſt avidity. Affecting che indignation of a zea- 
lous ſubject, he immediately requeſted a Private audience 
of the Queen, in which he ſet forth to her Majeſty, with 


particular energy, the whole of the Rover he had 
made. is : 


It requires no great degree, +; Penetfäkiah, to conceive, 


| ou * Queen, thus taken unawares, did nt think Fo- 


: | :-- bet 
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* This is a third | fineſſe, of the nature of thoſe I have 


already had occafion to ſpeak of. It has been ſaid, on 


my trial, that I myſelf furniſhed 30,000 livres. I have 
not yet been able to conceive, what 1 could, get by 
parting with 30,000 livres: my ſlanderers were never 


able to make it appear, fol leave it, ſtill to be ſurmiſed 


by them, 


tions, and on the 


cries out, with affected ſurprize: « What do theſe people | 
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per to r a confidential Gelbeasion to Hhis Min ited, 
there was leſs danger in affecting ſurpriſe and indigna- 
tion. The poſſeſſn, or any knowlege of the necklace 5 
being once denied, could not but be denied for ever. 
There was no poſſibility of retracting; there was no al- 
ternative between expoſing herſelf, and making a facri- 
fice to her own credit,” of two unhappy perſons. Mr. 
de Breteuilʒ tranſported with joy at the proſpect o of hav- 


ing his views gratified, again ſent for the Jewellers, and, 
without telling them that the Q Queen had explained her- 


ſelf to him; urged them ſtill cloſer to preſent a memo- 
rial to her Majeſty. © The Jewellers followed his inſtruc- 
ruſal of the firſt line, her Majeſty 


te mean? I believe they are parting with their ſenſes!” 
I muſt obſerve, that the preſentation of the memorial 
did not follow the Miniſter's s converſation with the 


Queen, fo cloſely, as thoſe two facts ſeem con- 


nected, by my manner of relating them. A ſpace of 
time had elapſed, between the two periods, the latter of 


which was the 2d of Avguſt, and of thar time I muſt 


give an account. | 

My huſband was returned 1. London. 1 have 
promiſed I would relate the particulars of his journey at 
the end of my Memoirs. Towards the cloſe of July, 
probably the. day after the ſtep taken by the Baron de 
Breteuil with the Queen, I was told that my houſe was 
beſet with ſpies. The Cardinal, to whom 1 ſpoke of i it, 


anſwered: * he was perſuaded bis own was, in the ſame 
manner - that he could not conceive the meaning of 


« jt,” cc If chat is the caſe,” ſaid I, cc 1. ſpeak of it to 
T- ; 4 he 
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C the Queen.” . For. that 3 * igmediately as 
1 1 for Verſailles. 1 imparted, what had paſſed, to her 
Majeſty, who anſwered. me in very vague, terms, and 
affected to turn the diſcourſe to other ſubjects. In 
the courſe of converſation, ſne aſked. me, whether, in 
the preſent ſeaſon, I was not generally accuſtomed to go 
into the country Though ſomewhat ſurpriſed with 
the queſtion, 1 anſwered, that my ſole deſire was to paſs 
near her Majeſty all the moments ſhe deigned to beſt6w 
\ upon me; that I would never abſent myſelf any farther | 
than I received her expreſs command ſo to do. I then 
withdrew in a violent ſtate of agitation : I was ſenſible 
that my fate was linked to that of the Cardinal, and that 
was a reflexion which produced very melancholy ideas. 
went immediately to his hotel, conſidering him already 
as the author and partner of my calamity: I informed 
him of every occurrence; he ſpoke little, appeared 
thoughtful, and more deeply affected than uſual... 
| The next day; after having. ſeen the Jewellers, who 
were evidently in league with the Baron de Breteuil, he 
il returned in a rage, bitterly inveighing againſt the Queen. 
| Never had J heard him, before, vent ſuch coarſe,, fuch 
| 
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unguarded expreſſ: ons. He was, it is true, in no dan- 
4 ger, from giving a looſe to his rage before me, but I re- 
3$ flected, with the utmoſt apprehenſion; that he had been 
| as little upon his guard in the preſence of the Jewellers; 
that he had even proceeded to diſcoveries of the moſt 


ſecret nature, and which conveyed the moſt indelicate | 
ideas; that, in a word, judging from his language to me, 
I feared he had ſpoken of the Queen, in ſuch terms, as 

. vere ſcarcely applicable to thoſe beings, with whom her 


| | Majeſty | 


m_— 
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y Majeſty was pets to wake me rake up my abode, 28 
reward for my fidelity. All was in an undeſcribable fer- 
ment; I concluded the Cardinal's ruin was abſolutely 
inevitable, and in that ruin expected to find myſelf in- 
1 volved ;; when, I received from the Queen a little ben 
) containing three bills on the Caiſſe d'Eſcompte, of a 

* thouſand livres each, and one hundred louis d'ors in caſh, 
+ WI together with a note in her Majeſty's hand writing (which 

V note was burnt at Bar- ſur-Aube, with a hundred more) 

r purporting, that for particular reaſons, which ſhe would 
n communicate at a fit time, and in a proper place, ſne 
c deſired I would ſet out for the country, promiſing that 1 
t Would hear ba hare n e, me * her kind- 
K neſs. 


The Conltingh; to 1 eee ha con- 


V 

d tracted a propenſity for diſcloſing every thing, read, in 
d that note, the prediction of his immediate diſgrace. 
He hurried to conſult Caglioſtro, and received from 
0 that empiric, the fatal counſels that produced his and 
e my misfortunes. Theſe fatal counſels were to the fol- 
1. lowing purport: Firſt to. prevent the Cardinal from 
h entering into any perſonal negociation, for the ſatisfac- 


bs. tion of the Jewellers, who would have thus been paci- 
8 fied. Next, he inſtilled into the Cardinal a notion, 
N that the Queen would never dare to open her mouth 
upon the buſineſs, but would be obliged ſecretly to 
ſt compromiſe it. In the next place he ſuggeſted to him 
te W the monſtrous idea of terrifying me, and inducing me, 
e, by that means, to remove myſelf to a place of ſecurity, 
as to the end that, in cale the Queen ſhould deny her 
r having received the necklace, he might then advance 
F. RD wo 
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| hs circumſtance of my flight to a foreign e 3 | 


diamonds. Such were the dark, the baſe, the trea. 


o'clock, on the evening of that day, and 


it ne 1 


try, as 2 moſt inconteſtible evidence, and a tacit | 
avowal of my being guilty of committing A | 
fraud upon the Jewellers, and being poſſeſſed of "thi 


cherous counſels of that malignant monſter- ſuch was 


the unpardonable weakneſs ef the unſteady and timid 
Prince, that he liſtened to the ſubtle and eruel ans 
and determi ned to follow his advice. 


+ 


Accordingly, the Cardinal called upon me at £ 
had made important diſcoveries. He detebwl to 
perſuade - me, that the Queen had formed the blackeſt 
ſchemes againſt himſelf and me. The note and the 
preſent I had juſt received from her Majeſty, certainly 


did not, by any means, appear to correſpond with ſuch 


a determination ; nevertheleſs, taken thus by ſurpriſe, 
and being off my guard, not taking time for reflexion, 
and accuſtomed, as I had been, to pay an implicit 


' deference: to the will and advice of the Cardinal, I was 
at this inſtant confounded. He ſeized the moment, to 
bear me away, by telling me, I was ruined if I did not, 


with my huſband, take refuge in his hotel. Taking 
with me my waiting woman, a truſty ſervant, who had 
often been witneſs at Verſailles, ' to the meetings that 


che Cardinal and myſelf had with the & Queen, I blindly 
ſuffered myſelf to be led by this perfidious counſel, 


derived from the wretch Caglioſtro, and leaving in- 


ſtructions for my huſband, upon his return home, 


went with the Cardinal, attended by my woman, through 


bye ſtreets, to his . 


When 


up ſtairs, and as he was ruſhing 3 
what had happened, the Cardinal accoſted him with 


SO vice. . — 


When My. FR la Mott 


Carbonniere, cho would conduct him to me. Unable 
to conjeture” what could poflibly have happen 


was yet ignorant of the prefent ſcene of confuſion, he 
implicitly complied | with my inſtructions. He found 
Mr. de Carbonniere attended by two Heydukes, com 
pletely armed. e was myſteriouſly conducted to the 


hotel. To the enquiries he made upon tlie road, he 


could procure no other anſwer, than that the Cardinal 
would give him an explanation. Being arrived in the 


Court, the Cardinal eried out: 1 Ah Heaven be praiſed! 
chere is nothing more to fear.” Mr. de la Motte came 


theſe words: “ All this ſurpriſes you, becauſe you are 


ignorant F; every — ; but be under no uneaſineſs, 
« you are now fafe; I now defy the Queen, whom I 


laugh at, and her whole gang; ; we ſhall fee what 
« turn matters will take---it is late, go to your reſt--- 


J will fee you to-morrow early, and we will talk to- 


cc gether on the ſubje&.” He withdrew, ſhut all the 


doors, and carried away the keys. 
My huſband appeared like a man juſt awaked enn 2 


diſtreſing dream. When I had explained to him the 


nature of the circumſtances, he reproached me, in the 
ſharpeſt terms, Kip wn with ſuch abſurd ad- 


ec On 


1 3 home, A er. | 
livered the note 1 had leſt for kim; by which, I barelx 
let him know, that on the receipt of it he muſt 
attend at the Boulevard, where he would meet Mr. de 


s me, to enquire 
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2777 On the kpnotalon! faid he, 10 that it I bel, 
* as an abſurd and unneceſſary precaution, | which 
1 you are adviſed to; but by the air of ſatisfaction I 
e diſcovered in the Cardinal, at having us in his-poſ- 
« ſeſſion, I cannot but ſuſpect ſame_worſe intention; 
e and that a man of his diſpoſition may, under fuck 
_*© circumſtances have ſome artifice in view; we muſt, 
< at all events, as ſoen as it is day, get out of this vo- 
e luntary impriſonment.” After paſſing the night in 
forming various conjectures on the ſingularity of the 
circumſtances, we had the ſatisfaction to ſee the Cardi- 
mal enter, at ſeven o clock in the morning. It was 
e highly neceſſary,” ſaid he to us as he came in * that 
you were removed laſt night, and have taken refuge 
< with me.---I believe there is a ſuſpicion of your 
being here, we ſhall ſee to night, and take the ne. 
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BM c your kouſe and mine have been ſurrounded all night, 
| te but there is nothing to be feared here“ 
Mr. de la Motte till ſuſpecting the Cardinal of vg 
ing ſome ill deſign, ſuggeſted by. Caglioſtro, determined 
not to ſtay till night, and ſaid to him reſolutely, «© My 
Lord, I can make nothing of what you ſay ; having 
no manner of ſhare in your intrigues with the Queen, 
ce not likely to be called in queſtion for them, and hav- 
ce ing nothing to reproach myſelf with, I have nothing 
«< to fear. You will therefore give me leave to return 
% to my own houſe this very inſtant, where, being 
e near my departure for the country, I have people 
« employed packing up-my things, and ſervants, who 
maſt (be uneaſy at my abſence.” And indeed we 


, ceſlary precautions for ſending you off to Corvrai; 5 


had 


„ 155 143 1 
1 at ti time, ge packed up for Ban fe Abt, 
and the waggons were to go off the next day; a circym- 
ſtance which did not beſpeak much uneaſineſs about dur 
4 ſituation, ſince we were to follow our furniture ſo much 
E the earlier, as I meant to comply. with the Queen's 
; commands, ang abſent myſelf, as. I' dene for m— i 
time: | 
FT he Galina” e by hs KP air rich 
which this anſwer. was accompanied, exerted himſelf 
to the utmoſt, to bring my huſband to his jure; but 
finding it impracticable, he ſaid, to him, -* Since you 
« will run to your ruin, I clear my hands of it; but 
wait, at leaſt, the return of my courier, who; will 
« bring me news from Verſailles He inſiſted ſo 
ſtrongly on this point, that Mr. de la Motte acquieſced, 
on condition he ſhould write a ſewy words to his Porter, 
to make his people eaſy, reſpecting his abſence. 
The courier arrived, and this was the account the 
Cardinal gave us, addrefling his ſpeech to-my huſband, 
of the intelligence he had brought: Well, your 
« ſchemes are baffled, I am now certain ſearch i is made 
« after you, and that you will be arreſted if you go 
out. The following is the courſe you mult  abſo- 
< Jutely take: I will cauſe you to be conveyed to 
ͤäCouvrai, there you ſhall find a carriage thiit ſhall: take 
« you. to Meaux. The Poſt-maſter, wich whom you 
* mult make yourſelves paſs as being of my 1etinue; will 
« furniſh you with horſes; you will then croſs over 
© the Rhine, and come to a village in Gern nany, where 
« you will ſettle yourſelves with à perſon wo whom 1 
« ſhall recommend Your There you may temain, un- 
| ce known 


* 


* 505 * every OY till affairs bas taken à mote 
« favourable turn. I will provide you,” however; Wik 
« & paſſport and all ec letters: = have the 
«* honour to tell you again,” anſwered my huſband, 
« that I do not conceive what 7 can petſonally have to 
« fear; yet, as I am ignorant how far the Counteſs | 
ec may have carried her imprudence, in the unhappy 
© intrigue you have engaged her in: and as, when a 
. perſon has powerful enemies, there is no knowing 
e what may happen, I ſhall certainly not forſake her, 
but ſhare with her in her exile, if you judge it ab- 
*. ſolutely neceſſary; but J have the honour! to fore. 
<< warn you, that before I think of a journey into Get: 
r many, I am determined to ſpend ſome time at Bar- 
e ſur-· Aube, to ſettle my affairs, and prevent the aſto- 
ec niſhment and noiſe which would naturally take Pate 
«' frorn ſo ſudden and extraordinary an abſence,” ©! | 
Here the converſation growing ſomewhat warm, and 
117 huſband threatening to jump out of the window, 
into the garden, the Cardinal yielded. « You are 
et perverſe,” ſaid he to him, -*© and that perverſeneß 
dc will be your ruin: you are ſuſpicious of nothing; 
« you do not know the people you have to deal with; 
ce they arc: capable of every thing. Till to-morrow take 
© time for reflection this day I will not permit you 
« to go aut of my houſe this is juſt the hour that 
. ſpies pt owl about. I ſhall ſee you to-morrow morn- | 
« ing; if you are ſtill in ths ſame mind, the doors ſhall 
_ then be opened to vou.“ | 
The Cardinal was as good as his word, * next motn- 


e and — my huſband to depart 3 after taking 
his 
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his word; of n that, let what would happen, he 1 5 
would not diſcover my place of retreat; he promiſed 
alſo to return that night, and to Nenn on he e e 
journey to Germany; lt 


45 He found every thing r at home, the porter 

wt telling him he had ſeen no ſtrange face. In the courſe 

4 | of that day, he' went about his buſineſs, appeared in 

PF public, at the Palace Royal, in a word, he made hin 

Ig ſelf conſpicuous every where, without diſcovering in any 

8 place the leaſt ſign of ſpies being abroad. Having, the 

Ts next day, ſome packages to ſend off, he endeavoured to 

F diſengage himſelf from his appointment with us; for 

Y which purpoſe, going to the Boulevard, at the ſtated 

ah hour, he. told Mr. de Carbonniere, that he could not 

a abſolutely attend him that evening; but the next day 

T would come and fetch me away... He then went home 1 

1 to bed, a circumſtance extremely lucky, by produeing 5 

cd him on the morrow, circumſtances of ſuch a nature, # 

12 as ſet forth, in the cleareſt light, the manceuvres of the mY 

" Baron de Breteuil. | . pa 

” Early in the morning, as he was in the court-yard, oy 

" viewing the people who were buſily engaged in loading = 

S/W the waggons; Baſanges, whom he had not ſeen for a = 

MN long time, preſented himſelf at the gate, and ſeeing the „ 

e Count, went up to him and aſked him, Whether I was 6 

8 ſtirring? ä | | 

* As what I am now 3 5 what is W 1 

py ſubſequent to it, is only known to me by report from 9 

* my huſband; I here requeſt him to take my pen, and F 

continue the particulars to the . with the ſame »8 

_ 7 LD +: : =fimpliciry, {M6 

TY 15 7 

his Z 1 
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| henjliotny, the te veracity, he uſed in his bbs to 
; me; and to expreſs himſelf as nearly as poſſib in the 
| x: ſame terms. While he proceeds with that part of th 
'B narrative, I will colle& every necalfiry circumſtance 
| for concluding 115 Memoirs. 


1: muſt be ab, it is new Coun : DE 1 Morrs 
= 1 * ED who © Writes. | 


Baſanges accoſting me, aſked whether he could ſee 
the Counteſs, to whom he had ſomething important to 
communicate. I told him ſhe was at Verſailles; that 
| if he would go into the houſe, we could converſe more 5 
i conveniently; which propoſal he accepted. —_ "8 
Boo « What'T had,” faid he, “to impart to your lady, 
« is, that I ſaw the Cardinal yeſterday, who was greatly 
& agitated: I am extremely concerned for his diſgrace; 
e and ſhall be ferry if Mr. Beemer ſhould contribute io 
« bring him into greater diftreſs. (*) His eminence makes 
ce complaints to us, exclaims in our preſence, againſt 
« the indignity with which he is treated. However he 
« may, in this reſpect be affected, the circumſtance has 
1 <« no analogy to the buſineſs which now requires a ſet- , 
Wo c tlement between us. Whether it was for the Queen 
| c or for any other perſon that he Lame the neck- 
4 1 


oy 


* It was with Boemer that the Baron de Breteuil 
was plotting, ſo that this temperate conduct, from the 
mouth of Baſanges his Partner, ſeems to me very ſigni- 
ficant. | | 


1 


1 0 1 


« Jace; it matters not to us; we were not even deſirous 
« of knowing it. One day he told us, that we ought to 
« make ourſelves eaſy ; that he had concluded all the 

« neceſſary. arrangements about the payments, that i > 
was juſt we ſhould be paid, and that he would pay. 

« us. Then walked haſtily about the room, writhed 

« himſelf about, made ſpeeches which I cannot repeat, 

« and concluded by telling us, © that ſince the receipt of 
the necklace was denied to him, he might as well deny it 

« 700. That was certainly done, to create a great deal 

« of uneaſineſs in us, for we have no deed, we are en- 

« tirely dependant. upon his integrity, and were he to 

« deny the receipt of it, as he threatened to do, we 

« could have no recourſe but to authority, (A leſſon 
« this from the Baron de Breteuil.) In this ſtate of 

< anxiety, I came to conſult the Counteſs, and endea+: 

« your, to know from her, what is the Cardinal's final 
reſolution: we wiſh him no harm, and ſhould be 
« vaſtly ſorry for the conſequences that might enſue from 


a QF I 


E 


\ 


— 
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4 « this affair.-----BUT.” -----He pauſed on the word 
1e but, which to me appeared expreſſive. It was manifeſt 
18 they were preſſed. to render the matter public; but were 
65 ſtill withheld, by the fear of loſing the price of the 
_ necklace, as they were poſſeſſed of no written ſecurity 
*: trom the Cardinal to prove the purchaſe, The caſe in 
e, reality was alarming to them; Caglioſtro inceſſantly : 

urged the Cardinal to deny even the negociation for the 
7 necklace. In the ſteps taken with them, by the Queen, 
ul at the inſtigation of Breteuil, ſhe gave them no hopes 
bs. of payment, and certainly the Baron de Breteuil was 


not inclined to take * hirnſelf. All things therefore 
conſidered 
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Abet ene they were no Riranſiers to ue 1 
rangement of the Cardinat's affairs, yet they knew he 
had ſo many reſources, ſuch immenſe revenues, if unin- 
cumbered; that they preferred any ſettlement what- 
ever with him, to all the promiſes made by Breteuil. 
They were moreover ſo much the more inclined 
to cloſe with every propoſal that might proceed 
from him; as they were ſenfble, and had the candour 
to confeſs, pretty openly, that they ſaw they were in- 
tended to be made the inſtruments of the Cardinal's ruin; 
but the burthen of the ſong ſtill was, © in the end of all 
& this, who will pay us for our necklace?” Baſanges re- 
peated this to me at leaſt ten times. At length after a 
very tedious converſation, in which I had but a ſmall 
ſhare; ſenſible that J had no influence over the Cardinal, 
and. being well acovainted that Caglioſtro poſſeſſed it, 
in the fulleſt extent, he left me, begging I would ſend '» 
him notice when the Counteſs returned. © It is to be 
hoped,” ſaid 93 as he went out,“ that * will bring 
* us good news.” | | 
Towards the cloſe of the — day, I returned to 
the Cardinal's, who came home a moment after my ar- 
rival. I related to him, the converſation I had that 
morning held with Baſanges, in conſequence of that 
which had previouſly paſſed between him and the two 
partners. He did not wait till I had concluded, and I 
obſerved that in the progreſs of my relation, he grew 
inſenſibly warm. He began to inveigh againſt the Queen, 
in terms of ſevere reproach, ſcarcely applicable to the moſt 
diſſolute, and at the ſame time moſt diſguſtful of com- 
mon creatures. It would be offenfive to all who have 
7 | the 
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the leaſt ſeals of aten to Pest to their view, che 
ſhocking images which his momentary rage and diſtem- i 
pered imagination at that time delineated. I ſhall confine 
myſelf to ſaying, that more than once, not only before 
me, but in preſence of other perſons, the incenſed Car- 

dinal allowed himſelf to expreſs in the coarſeſt terms, and 

with the moſt indecent particulars, circumſtances which 

created loathing and diſguſt even amongſt thoſe ſcenes 

of fancied enjoyment, which his ambition had made him 

ſo eager to obtain. The declarations, of this kind, repeat- 

edly made, during the impetuoſity of the Cardinal's paſ- 

ion, before ſeveral witneſſes were, no doubt, deemed too 
atrocious to be forgiven, and certainly are a ſufficient 
explanation, and if I may be allowed to ſay ſo, ſome 

excule for the cruel proſcription which an implacable fe- 

male reſentment occaſioned to be a n 

him. 1 72 70 
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* Unhappy Prince! no doubt but he knew it to be 
ſo, and to whom was he indebted for that knowledge? 
To the Counteſs, who ſeeing him under the influence 
of the moſt ungoverned paſſion, ſaid to him, nay re- 
 peateg to him on ten different occaſions, that he had but 
one means left to ſave himfelf; which was, to throw 
himſelf at the King's feet, and diſcloſe the whole buſi- 
neſs, except what ought to be concealed from him as a 
; huſband. That was, to repreſent his intercourſe with the 
. Queen, as a mere matter of policy; in which he had 


been led by his ambitious views, and in the courſe of 
which 


* 


* 
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4 chou . hy: never would 3 ceaſed, N hs 
ld: himſelf weary, and after an inconſiderable reſt, 
he again introduced the ſubject of the journey to Ger- 
many; which was what Caglioſtro had moſt earneſtiß 
recommended. I vas really deafened with the violence 
of his exertions during the ebulition of his rage. I con- 
ſidered, however, that the Counteſs muſt, of neceſſity, 
abſent herſelf, and that I ſhould diſoblige her if I did 
not accompany her; in a word, as it was neceſſary 
ſome reſolution ſhould be taken in the end, I told the 
Cardinal that I conſented to go into Germany; but that 
it was an indiſ penſible proviſo, that I ſhould: previouſly: 
paſs a few days at Bar-fur-Aube; and that during my 
ſtay there, J would ſpread a report that I was going to 
Spa. The Cardinal again talked of danger, perverſe- 
neſs, and obſtinacy, but I would not recede the leaſt 
from my intention. He then took up a card, on which 


he marked own the day of my departure from Paris, 
| the 


f - 


which he had, in order to gratify the wiſhes of her Ma- 
jeſty, extended his credit beyond his abilities; and 
amongſt other circumſtances in the purchaſe of the neck- 
lace. Ten times had he promiſed her, that he would 
fallow her advice, and as often did the infamous Cag- 
lioſtro diſſuade him from it. It was that vile empiric, 
who was virtually the ruin of the Cardinal, my wife and 
- myſelf. His inſatiable covetouſneſs, by oppoſing the 
Prince's entering into terms with the Jewellers, as he 
had promiſed; was what eſpecially brought on the cataſ- 
trophe, 


— 


the time of our progreſs to Bar- ſur- Aube; 
ſtay there, and laſtly that which it would require ocon 
vey us to Germany, The whole time neceſſary for wer 
purpoſes was eſtimated at 14 or 15 days. He gave mme 
directions what route we were to purſue, and an account - 
of the place at which it was purpoſed we were to'fettlez; | 
but as to the paſſport and letters he had promiſed 5 

me, Caglioſtro had obſerved to him, not without a de- 


ry gree of reaſon, that, if after accuſing us with having WE: 

ne frauded the Jewellers of the necklace, (*) it were diſ- 

at covered that he had been aſſiſtant to, or winked at our 

I flight, the circumſtance would inevitably- fix him as a 
partner in the guilt. He therefore told me, with reſpect 

to W to thoſe documents, that I no occaſion for them. We 

IA then left him, without urging him further on that 

aſt head, as in truth, I was far from being reſolved on 

ch WM taking the journey to Germany, which in fact I ſaw no _ WK 
is, neceſſity for; and indeed at this time the Cardinals conn?n * Ml 
he 0 e e duct | | 


4 * 7 1 


la- * This mean evaſive manner, was not in the Cardi- = 
nd 1 nal's diſpoſition; but Caglioſtro ſo well prepared him, 1 || l 
k- that at the moment when the King had occaſioned him ĩ 
nd to be arreſted, he repeated like a parrot the words taught | 
g him by that wretch, © I have been deceived by a wo- 
ic, «* man named Valois de la- Motte, who I am told is 
nd e gone abroad.“ He believed we abſolutely were, and 
the hoped that by means of the inſtructions he had given 
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he us, we ſhould not be diſcovered. In the mean time, \ 
al- as it will be ſeen, we were quietly ſeated at Bar- ſur- 9 


| Aube, 3 him to be in the Baſtile. 
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dust appeared to me extremely ſuſpi picious. The event 
has manifeſted that the doubts and diſtruſt I then en- 
| tertained, were but too well grounded. BI. 
That ſlanderous declaration which he made to the 
King, at the moment of his arreſt (a declaration, fo ri- 
diculous, when all the circumſtances previous to it are 
conſidered) produced, without the leaſt advantage to 
himſelf, the moſt fatal effect to us; who were far from 
conceiving, how we could be involved in his diſgrace. 
We were at Bar-fur-Aube, where we had already 
paſſed a fortnight in perfect quiet. On the, 19th of 
Auguſt, we viſited at the Duke de Penthievre's ſeat, at 
Chateau-Vilain; it was the eve of that Prince's depar- 
ture. Thenee, we had taken the road to Clervaux, 
where we arrived at the cloſe of the day. We had juſt 
received information, that the Cardinal was in the Baſ- 
tile, and on that bare information, if we had been con- 
ſcious to ourſelves of any criminality, we were at liberty, 
- to have embraced ſo favourable a moment to evade all 
purſuit. We had with us at the time all our diamonds, a 
good carriage, four freſh horſes, and four more that had 
3 brought us from Chiteau-Vilain; we might that very 
niglit have eſcaped out of the kingdom but what did 
we do? We returned home to Bar- ſur-Aube. 

In conſequence of the intelligence we had juſt receiv- 
ed, the firſt care, T ought to ſay, the firſt duty of the 
Counteſs was, to burn all the letters, or notes, ſne re- 
collected to have in her poſſeſſion, either of the Queen's 
or the Cardinal's ; which employed her two full hours, 
before ſhe went to bed. The next day, 18th, when [1 

| roſe, I perceived a heap of black aſhes, which I took up 
| 1 


1 T' 153 1 
ts Uh into che fire-place, · bite de when | 


my valet acquainted me, that two gentlemen deſired to 
| ſpeak with me. Being introduced, one of them told me 


to make no diſturbance, that they had orders from the 


King to ſeize on all my papers. Without the leaſt op- 

poſition,” I delivered up all the yu! of wp better 

cheſts of drawers, Kc. = 
While they were employed in Sebring all he 


: papers, which they put into a box, and which I 


ſealed with my own ſeal, the Counteſs was riſing. 
One of them took me aſide, and told me, they 
had orders to take the Counteſs into cuſtody, who was 
to be preſent at the breaking open of the ſeals. That 
the need not be terrified, as they ſhould take her to the 
Baron de Breteuil's, where matters ans de 55 


ſettled, 


I imparted this anus to her, which he 
heard with groat compoſure, aſking only for time to 
prepare for the journey. I aſked thoſe men, whether I 
was free to accompany my wife? They anſwered, that 
they ſaw no impropriety in it; purſuant to which, I 
went into my apartment to dreſs, and ordered the car- 
riage to be prepared. When I returned to them, they 
obſerved to me, that if I went off with them, it would 
be believed. they had orders to arreſt me, with the Coun- 


tels; that it would be more eligible for me to ſtay a few 


hours in town, ta appear publicly, and then to follow 
them. «© Beſides, ſaid they, you have better horſes 


than we have; we go no farther than Nogent to-night, 


« it will be eaſy for you to overtake us.“ In conſequence 
of this advice, which to me ſeemed rational, I deter- 


mined to ſtay, intending to follow them in about two 
* hours. 


5 5 
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hours <4 vide Hes en Jha done ſos it vill aids 
be ſeen, of what neee hat woul, | have. bern bs 


the Counteſs and myſelf.. -; 
I had hardly loſt fight of 1 c 


iap _ hides 


| myſelf up in my apartment, ſituated in a wing, oppoſite 


to that which contains the apartment of the Counteſs, 


I had in it an eſcrutore, made at Paris, by my direction, 


with a ſecret place to conceal money or papers. The 


exempts had ſearched it, but had not diſeovered this 


ſecurity, which was very ingeniouſſy contrived. At 
the time of our laſt removal from Paris, the Counteſs 


had put ſome papers into it, which ſhe choſe to cen- 
ceal from me: and luckily, when ſhe laid her hands on 
all ſne thought ſhe had been poſſeſſed of, in order 

to buref them, the had not recollected thoſe ſhe 5 0 


placed in this repoſitory. 


When the exempts had ſearched that ment they | 


had found a ſmall We er _— 35 ue 
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md ſeizure of. them, choug gh I oy Weng remon- E 
| ſtrated that thoſe papers went bills, and not any papers 


they could be in ſearch of On Their anſwer was that 


thee | 
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(*) It is almoſt ſuperfluous, no doubt, to point out 


a ſecond time to the obſervatior, of the reader, that, if 5 


we had thought it poſſible, we ſhould be brought into 
queſtion, in the ſmalleſt degree, by the Cardinal's diſ. 
aſter; it was eaſy for us to ſecure thoſe effects, our 
ready money and Vewels, from the ſearch of the Police, 


but 


rams =: 


22 
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weir i orders were to Keie all write yep, uon: 1e. 
8 garding what they ö 
The Baron de Breteuil perſonally informed of the I 


whole correſpondence, as we have ſeen that he gave 


broad hints of it to the Counteſs ; was perſu aded, that 


among her papers would be found letters from the 
Queen and the Cardinal; and had forbid his emiſſaries 


to caſt a profane eye upon them, to the end that, him- 


ſelf being ſole maſter of the Queen's ſecret, he might 
make a merit with her of his diſcretion and activity; 
| but 


but our attention had been ſolely confined” to papers 

which might be liable to expoſe the Queen and the 
Cardinal; and indeed papers were the only thing ſought 
after. This circumſtance, gave room for a remark 
made by the Counteſs on the morning of her entrance 
into the Baſtile : Mr. de Croſne, the Lieutenant of the 
Police, coming to interrogate her, told her, that the 
Cardinal accuſed her of having defrauded him of a 


necklace, under pretence of the Queen's having a deſire 


for it. After ſignifying to him her ſurpriſe, ſhe ſaid, 
me could not imagine how the Cardinal could have 
accuſed her of a thing, he knew to be falſe ; that how- 
ever, even admitting the fact, ſhe wondered, that in- 


ſtead of ſeizing on all her jewels, in order to aſcertain 


the crime, and convict her, they ſhould have confined 
themſelves to a ſtrict inquiſition after all papers in her 


poſſeſſion, a very needleſs proceeding in ſuch a caſe. 


It was on that occaſion, that ſhe inſiſted on producing 
all the jewels the Exempts had left in her eſcrutore. 
| Ls X 4 | 
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but chance had otherwiſe directed. "Caſting. my e 85 
upon the eſcrutore, which I had juſt ſeen ſo ſcandalouſly 
* plundered, a thought came into my head to open the 
private receſs, when, I was not a little ſurpriſed, to 
find in it a parcel of papers, wrapped up, tied round 
with -packthread, in a bag that had held money. 1 
locked my door, examined thoſe 'papers, and, Judging 
them to be of ſerious conſequence, I was at- firſt 
tempted to burn them. Providence held back 1 | 
arm. 

The Duke de Penthievre paſſed hit Bar- fur- 
Aube, that morning: an officer in his retinue, whom I 
met, as I was returning from handing the Counteſs to 
her carriage; acquainted with what had juſt happened, 
told me, that in a buſineſs like the preſent, I ſhould be 
to blame to remain as unconcerned as I ſeemed to be; 
and that the moſt prudent courſe I could purſue was to 
ſecure myſelf, till I heard what turn things were likely 
to take; my relations and friends whom I faw in the 
courſe of the day, gave me the ſame advice. I, in con- 
ſequence, reſolved to pals over into England, where I 
had formed connections during my firſt journey, and 
had left ſome diamonds, which it was natural I ſhould 
procure. - 

The Counteſs ſet out at PRES: & clock in the morn- 
- mag, 1 took my departure at ten at night, with a hun- 
dred louis d'ors in my purſe, and two parcels of pearls, 
which ſhall be ſpoken of hereafter ; leaving with my 
brother in law, all my jewels, thoſe of the Counteſs, 
and the keys of all that belonged to us. I ſaw my 
ſiſter as far as Meux, where we parted; I gave her 


1 2 


ter J received from her, would give me intelligence 
that the Counteſs was at Fe Tu Wen for me 


at PET R 1 8 
I arrived at 3 on . evening i 

the 20th of Auguſt; on Monday the 224,, about 
twelve 0 clock, I ' embarked, and being arrived in 
London, alighted at the ſame hotel I had lodged at 


when I previouſly came over to England. My firſt 
viſit was to Mr. Gray the Jeweller, with whom, as 


1 before obſerved, I had left ſome. diamonds: to be | 


ſet in a necklace and ear-rings, intended, when I de- 


livered them to him, for the uſe of the Counteſs. 


1 found them completed, and had it not been for 
that reſource, I ſhould have -been reduced to the laſt 


extremities of want, having ſupported myſelf A con- 


ſiderable time on the produce of them. 

Three days after my arrival, 1 found out Mr. 
Linguet the counſellor, to. whom I gave a faithful 
2 of the whole affair, as I have now related 

He adviſed. me not to make myſelf uneaſy a- 
Gy the fate of the Counteſs; as, by what he had 
learnt from perſons well informed, the Queen's in- 
tention, apparently, was merely to ruin the Cardinal, 


and that the necklace had ſerved as a medium and 


pretence. He further adviſed me to ſend my ſervant 


to my ſiſter, at Paris, in order to gain intelligence of 
what paſſed, as nothing could be "Us he faid, till 


certain information was obtained ; in conſequence of 
which a plan of future conduct might be laid down. 
The next day I {ent my valet de chambre, who the 

| moment 


my als. in London, perſuaded that. . firſt let 
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runs as taken up; nor hve fe ; 


ſeen him fines, 

Two days after is, an Iriſh prieft 534 me a vilit; | 
he was a friend of M*Dermot's (“) and told me the 
latter was at Lancaſter, that if 1 had any thing to im- 

part to him, he would write to him that day; and would 
take charge of any commiſſion. I returned kin an + 
but declined his offer. 

All my acquaintance were out of town, id 1 Was 
8 at a loſs how to paſs my time; on parting with 
the Iriſh prieſt, who, no doubt kept his eye upon me, 

I repaired to the Hay-market theatre. As it rained 
when the entertainments were over, I took a hackney . 
coach home. Scarce had the coach reached Picadilly, 
when I received ſo violent a blow upon my head, that ! 
was ftunned for ſome moments. Luckily I had a 
round hat on, which had partly warded off the ſtroke, 
and prevented my receiving further injury. At firſt 
thought the coxch had overturned, but recovering, and 
finding it was going on, I endeavoured to find out what 
had given me ſo rude a ſhock. Turning myſelf round 
J perceived a hole in the back glaſs, and riſing to exa- 
mine it, I ſaw a man with both hands on the ſtraps by ' 
which the ſervants hold. In one of his hands he held, 
what I took for a cane; I then conjectured that the 
man, attempting to get up behind, as is frequently the 
caſe, and * his aim, the . of his cane had 
ſtruck 


2 n o 1 . | ; 2 i 
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; (*) It will preſently be ſeen who this McDermott | 
was, and the part he acted in this affair. 


"+. agg 1. 5 8 . 5 Fes 
guck againſt the glass, broken it, ok with the force 1 
given me a blow. I therefore replaced myſelf on 
che back ſeat, and inadvertently threw myſelf into the 
right hand corner, in, doing which, chance befriended 
me, more than prudence; for in. the inſtant the, coach 
3 turned down Duke: ſtreet, to paſs into Jermyn-ft 

where J lived, there came through the ſame, jt the [ 
. blade of a ſword, which paſſing on a level with my 

6 eyes, broke the glaſs of the window on that ſide where - 
C on I fat. Had I been ſcated towards the middle, in a 
: leſs recumbent poſture, the weapon would certainly 
2 have Pierced my throat... Appriſed at length of the dan- 
ger I was in, and having no arms, I pulled the check- 
ſtring: upon which the coachman got down; I made 
nim obſerve the two glaſſes broken, and a man running 

5 away full ſpeed; but not knowing a word of Engliſh, 
rand only able to expreſs myſelf in dumb ſhow, the 
J oachman again got upon his ban without being, able 
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his 2 the Payment = which, he dengel. as W 
as he had ſet me down at the hotel, where I. at laſt 
. found ſome one who could . underſtand me. 1 related 
what had juſt happened to me, and received in anſwer, 
barely, an advice to take care of myſelf. On the mor- 
row I ſaw Mr. Linguet, who ſaid to me that my lite, 
was not ſafe in London: that the ſtroke was levelled; - 
at me, either by the Queen, or the Cardinal: that I had 
as much to fear from the one as the other; that he 
comprehended why.my exiſtence. diſturbed cliexi equally; 
that in ſhort I muſt abſolutely, conceal myſelf in the 
moſt ſequeſtered place, taking care to remit my addreſs 
Wi | to 


— 


1 6% 


to Bins as ſoon! as.] had fixed upon a reſidenee; that h 
might be able to convey to me whatever news my alet 
de chambre might bring back, and direct me What 
. to take, as circumſtances ſhould point out. 

I departed the fame” day, with a ſervant for my in- 
terpreter, who never left me from that moment until 
my return to London. Aſter having wandered through 
various places, thinking that MDermot might be 
ſerviceable to me in ſuch a critical juncture, 1 deter- 
mined to go to him at Lancaſter, where arriving, I Was 
told he was at a place twenty miles diſtant. 1 went 
thither, He was greatly ſurpriſed to ſee. me: he knew 
of the melancholy adventure of the Cardinal and the, 
. Counteſs, and imagined that I was alſo in the Baſ- 
tile. During this interview and the ſucceeding ones, 
J entruſted him with the particulars relative to the in- 
tigue between the Queen and the Cardinal, and reveal- 
eld the affair of the necklace, with all its circum? 

I ſhewed him that which I had juſt taken out of the hatids' 
of Mr, Gray, as likewiſe the ear-rings. Generally 
ſpeaking, I laid myſelf open infinitely too much, and 
what followed, evinced, that as faſt as I ſupplied him 
with information, I did but ſtimulate in him a deſire” 
of making his advantage of it. Accordingly, after two 
days communication on my part, and conſideration on 
his, he adviſed me to eroſs over into Ireland, and affume ; 
another name, He furniſhed me with various letters 
of recommendation, and we agreed upon his fetting off 
next day for London, where he ſhould ſee Mr. Lin- 
guet, and ſend over to me my valet de chambre's dif- 


Patches; in ſhort, that in all occurrences whatever, he 
ſhould 


| * 161: 11 


e ſhould bisch dn 55 ber entity any Eireumſtance 

t that. might militate againſt me. Thus we parted a 

t Lancaſter, nor did I hear any thing of him ne 

5 till I was given to underſtand; that the Cardinal had 

= ſent for him; at a great expence, to put his name to a | 
1 depoſition, prepared by Target the lawyer. He had al- 

1 ready began his impoſtures and treacheries at London, TE 
e where depoſitions had been dictated to him; which are ; 
- a collection of ill: contrived fa;#tits, fo demonſtrated to 
$ be, by: e (05 And 77150 upen ſuch 2 ' baſis of fal- 

© nl of hood, 

S PR — . dad 1 2 ITT 

& (5) The Capuchin, M Dermot, having given in 

1 a depoſitiori at London, at the inſtigation of Carbon- 

1 nieres; aſterwards repaired to Paris, at a vaſt expence, 

— to bear evidente to 4 heap of falſhoods that proved 

- voching. I am going, on this occaſion; to relate the 


1 behaviour of the Solicitor and Recorder; in endeavours 
ls ing to intirnidate the Counteſs, when ſhe entered the 
7 Council Chamber. She perceived in the countenances 
d of thoſe two gentlemen a certain gloomy aſpet, 
na dejefted air, which ſhe had not before perceived: The 
Ee) Solicitor; Dupuis de 'Marce, addreſſed lier iii theſe 


0 terms, and with 4 ghaſtly fone of voice: „ Madam, I 
n c am ſorry to tell You, that you are going to be con- 
ce « fronted with" a perſon that comes a great way off, 
rs « and whom you undoubtedly do not expect.“ The 
ff Counteſs, imagining, at firſt, that it was me, repeated 
- what ſhe had ſaid a hundred times before: that my pre- 
0 ſence could not but be advantageous to her, perſuaded 
1e that I ſhould "Op truth and convict the Cardinal. 
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| hood, 5 the ſhameleſs Target, miſs the ridiculous 
mne of that bombaſtie Wr which rn 
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te delay, 15 am e of ande you into fits.” i 
<« Be not afraid of any ſuch thing,” anſwered ſhe; © the 
6. preſence of that perſon cannot but give me plea- 
„ Seeing, at laſt; that he could not ſucceed in 
l intimidating her, he ſaid to F remyn, fetching a deep 
ſigh: © go then, Fremyn, and bring that perſon here.. 

F remyn got up, went and opened a door, through which 
the Counteſs faw a hypocritic looking figure come cloſe 
vp to her, with his eyes caſt upon the ground; at whoſe 
unuſual ſight ſhe exclaimed : « What! another wretch 
« for the purpoſe of yn let us fee how well 
this being is inſtructed.” They firſt read over to 
him his own depoſition, which had certainly been drawn 
up by the lawyer Target. Accuſtomed as ſhe was to 
hear this language daily, ſhe perfectly knew again the 
ſtyle and phraſeology of a man, verſed in chicanery. At 
the concluſion of the reading, which ſhe often interrupted, 
by obſervations, tending to humble the villain, and expreſs 
the contempt and abhorrence ſhe was inſpired with, 
againſt thoſe who had any ſhare in ſuch iniquitous prac- 
tices; the ſaid, that depoſition was a heap of falſ- 
hoods, abominable lies, and that he who was ſo infa- 
mous as to utter them, deſerved exemplary puniſhment; 
As he was rapidly proceeding on the ſecrets, he ſaid I 
had imparted to him, concerning the connections of 
the Countels with the Queen and the Cardinal; ſhe re- 
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preſented to him, that ſince I repoſed fo great a 5 
fidence in him, I muſt have told him the place of my 


concealment. She inſiſted on obtaining from him a 
declaration of it, that I might be brought face to face 


with him; to which he anſwered, that he knew nothing 
about it. Dupuis de Marcẽ and Fremyn, who had 


their views in finding her guilty, often ſaid to her (eſpe⸗ 
cially when ſhe preſſed her arguments home upon the 
Capuchin, and uſed expreſſions ſuited to his villainy,) 
« But, Madam, yau cannot tell what your huſband may 
ce have told the Abbe M Permot in their converſations 


* 


together: he is a man of integrity, incapable of com- 


* ing hither to deceive.” © We ſhall ſee that preſently,” 
« faid ſhe, „ ſince Mr. de la Motte is not here to con- 
* yicthim in thoſe points that concern himſelf, I am go- 


ing to do it, from the obſervations I have made upon 
« his depoſition.” He had told a long-winded ſtory 


about the jewels, which he ſaid, he had ſeenme have, at 


my firſt journey to London. The Counteſs had taken 


notice of a number of abſurdities, among others, of the 
mention he made of a ſuperb pair of ſhoe buckles ſet 


with brilliants. Luckily I had left them at Bar- ſur 


Aube, and they were depoſited in one of her boxes, at 


the Baſtile. She had them brought, not without great 


difficulty, and the knaviſh Friar was humbled at the 
fight of the ſuperb Jewel---worth about 70 guineus; ſo it 
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on Pw body b chte he Wejectell it, bad its ap- | 
pearing, ſolemnly denied the whole contents, and cried 
out in his indignation, that he would not be made to 
appear a fool.---To which Target replied, My Lord, 
Fe your family will me 1 it ſo; chere 8 no 85 way for 
ce you to ſave yourſelf. e 
Being arrived at Dublin, \ i: in perſon, Ai the 
letters J had received from MeDermot to their re- 
ſpective addreſſes, was perfectly well received, and i in a 
few days introduced into the genteeleſt companies. 1 
had even an opportunity of 5 g the Lord Lieutenant, 
who made 2 number of enquiries concerning the Car- 
dinal's ſituation, and faid ſome polite things to me; 
among the reſt, that when he was in town (for he then 
reſided chiefly | in the country) he ſhould be glad to ſee 
me. In the courſe of the converſation he affected to 
admire a ſteel chain which 1 wore to my watch. To this 
hung my ſeal, which he examined, 2 circumſtance that 
left me no doubt but he knew who I was. It will be 
ſhortly ſeen, by the ſecrets Count d Adhẽmar afterwards 
diſcloſed to me, that I was not miſtaken. 
I had been almoſt three weeks at Dublin, without 
hearing from MDermot, which made me very un- 
— e . comme © ir week eaſy; 
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with the reſt of his evidence. Aſter ſhe had uſed him 
as he merited, ſhe told the Solicitor, that ſhe ſuppoſed 
he preſently would ſend for the cobler at the corner of 
the ſtreet, to give evidence againſt her; ha ing made 
this remark, ſhe left the place incenſed and enraged at 


the villains and their conduct. 
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eaſy ; but if he did not write to me, he did to onkers 3 
and appeared inactive with regard to ne. EN 

1 was often invited to parties of pleaſure in the . 5 
bourhood of Dublin; to which T uſed to reſort without 
the attendance of my ſervant. I one day returned from 
one of them much indiſpoſed; T loſt my appetite, but 
attributed my condition to the uneaſineſs and vexation 
which preyed upon me, Dragging every where a liſtleſs 
exiſtence, ſuſpecting that I was known in Dublin, in a 
word, tormented by unpleaſing preſentiments, though 
very lucky ones for me, I reſolved to quit that iſland, 
and paſs over to Scotland. I told my acquaintance 1 

was going to ſee the famous Lake of Killarney, that I 
ſhould then take Cork in my way back, having an in- 
clination to view it. Purſuing a direct contrary road, 
I got to a ſmall ſea- port town oppoſite the coaſt of 
Scotland. My diſorder grew every moment worſe; I 
vas not to be known again. I had been eighteen days 
without performing the moſt natural and indiſpenſible 

functions of nature, when I arrived at Glaſgow. | ſent 
ſor a phyſician, who after much examination and queſ- 
tioning, told me there was ſomething very extraordi- 
nary in my malady, which he could make nothing of; 
and that he adviſed me to repair without loſs of time to 
Edinburgh, where I ſhould meet with more aſſiſtance 
from the faculty, than in any place in the world. In the 
mean while he gave me ſome cooling draughts, that 
proved ineffectual. Arriving early next day at Edin- 
burgh, I ſent for a phyſician and a ſurgeon, of the higheſt 
repute ; who having conſulted together for a conſiderable 
time, left me, ſaying they would come again next day, 
„ , = 
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to judge of the effect produced by the medicines they 


would ſend me. The next day I found myſelf 


mych worſe, and a few days after I was not able to 
leave my bed. It was at this utmoſt extremity, 1 
_diſcavered, by their. queſtions, and the medicines they 


adminiſtered to me, that poiſon had ſucceeded a diſap- 
pointed aſſaſſination ; they telling me, that eight days 
later, 1t had been impoſſible to ſave me.-----Whoſe 


hand had directed the murderers ſteel ? whoſe hand had 
filled the poiſoned cup ?-----What follows will but top 
clearly point it aut. The French Ambaſſador left me 
no doubr.----I. ſhall not explain myſelf more clearly, 
at preſent than it will be ſeen, he himſelf did it,---but | 


certainly without intention. 219 


The conſequence of this ſecond attempt vpon my 
life, was paſſing three months in my bed, and between 


four and five, without leaving my apartment; during all 
which time I heard not one word of the Cardinal's 


affair, When I was in a condition to bear reading, my 


ſervant propoſed bringing to me a maſter of languages, 


whom he met with, every day, at the tavern, whence 


my table was provided; and ta prevail with me to re- 


ceive him, he told me, the man taught Italian at the 


| Dukes of Gordon and Buccleugh; that he daily heard 


my affair talked over, and that I might: without affee- 


tation, draw from him intereſting particulars, Had 1 


been ſure of getting intelligence, I could have pe- 
netrated to the centre; I therefore reliſhed the pro- 
poſal, and ſaw the man that ſame evening; to whom J 
ſaid, that by way of recreation, I had an inclination to 


learn Italian. He was very loquacious, and withopt 
CS 5 
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my leading him to the ropic I wiſhed, he- blended, wich. 
his medley of news, the names of the Cardinal, of the 
Counteſs de la Motte, of Caglioſtro; told me, there had 
appeared Memoirs under thoſe three names, but that 


= = 


was the extent of his knowlege. As I had noticed at: 
Glaſgow, that a certain coffee-houſe took in the Leyden 
Gazette, I took coach and went thither, when calling 
for the whole file of papers, I turned them over haſtily, 
and with a ſurpriſe equal to my indignation, ſaw, by 


fragments from thoſe memoirs, the inſidious. turn that 


had been given to the defence of the Counteſs. * 


curſed, without knowing him, the ſenſeleſs or knaviſh 


lawyer, who had fo abſurdly or baſely perplexed a. buſi- 


neſs, of itſelf ſo plain. I ſpent two days and two nights, 
in writing out all that ſeemed to bear on the moſt - eflen- 
tial points, and then returned to Edinburgh; firmly re- 
ſolved to diſpatch an expreſs to Maſter Doillot, whom I 


was not acquainted with, and whom ] ſtill leſs knew to 


have been choſen and directed by the Baron de Bre- 
teuil. The circle of my acquaintance in Edinburgh 


being rather contracted, I unfortunately (*) caſt my eyes 


on the Maſter of Languages: ; who being in almoſt A 
SOR 


2 ; 
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* Very unfortunately indeed. This was nin + 
than M*Dermot. The man I am ſpeaking of, and 


who is to act ſo atrocious a part, in what I have left to 
relate of my perſonal concerns; Wa- an arrant adven- 
turer, who went by the name of Benevent, but xnown 


in England by that of Co/ta, for which he had exchanged 


his real name of Mus. 
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A nE emed likely 105 be diol; "R 
undertaking a journey, that would N him ſome b 


niary advantage. 2 
As he, immediately on my return, toolt it into b his | 

head to tell me à long ſtory of his misfortthes, à tale lie 

had already repeated over and over' again J embraced' 


the opportunity to hint to him, that I had /it in my 
power to render him a ſervice. I diſcloſed myſelf. to 
him, and propoſed his taking a trip to Paris, in order to 


deliver to a lawyer, ſome papers I would «entruſt him 


with. His anfwer was, an offer of doing any thing that 


might be pleaſing to me. Next morning he; cane to! 


tell me, that he had confidered of my propoſal; that 


fince the delivery of a parcel, was all that was cog 
ſite, his wife could perform the buſineſs as well as him- 


ſelf, nay better; as ſhe would be leſs liable to ſuſpicion; 
8 journey would be attended with leſs expence. 4 


ſatisfied with his advice; wrote a letter to Maſter 


Doillot, in form of a memorial, in which I informed 
him of all that had happened ; aſked counſel: of him, re- 
lative to the conduct it was neceſſtry for me to adopt; 
and poſitively aſſured him, I was determined to returit 
to Paris, in order to ſhare my wife s fate, to defend her, 
and to ſpeak the truth, if forced to it: Thoſe were my 


_ Expreſſions. (®) 1 added, that I ny waited for his an- 
| fer to take my departure. 
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_ That doating Red Doll lot, in his Memorial, which 


he drew up in conſequence of my leckere & on fill under 
of 21 the 


— 113 
I ſent this Coſta to take 4 in a alias 
for Edinburgh, gave tus wife the money neceſſary for 
her journey, delivering the packet deſtined for Doillot, 
and added neceſſary inſtructions to prevent her meeting 
with diſagreeable incidents. She ſet out the following 
day, the ſecond or third of April, 1788, e 
On her arrival at Paris ſhe procured a conveyance to 
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1 the Sieur Doillot's, to whom ſhe ſignified her being 

1 poſſeſſed of papers of conſequence, intended for him. 

10 The ald, ſquint- eyed, clowniſh fellow, whimſically fan- 

4 cied, that he diſcovered this woman to be a man, - 

%% a Þy in petticoats, and refuſed to ſpeak to her; "= 

t he had undergone an examination by his wife: 
1 inquiſition, which Madame Doillot very 3 „ 
10 made; and on that lady's report to her ſpouſe, of the - 

as regular conformation of the ſaid meſſenger, the limb 

F of the ow vouchſafed to examine the writings, which 

pf the murderous-influence of the Baron de Breteuil, who 


wrt had forbid him to mention the Queen's name, and 
charged him to criminate the Cardinal without reſtraint; 


hy that: venal idiot, I fay, quotes, in his wretched | haps 
body; intituled“ A Summary, &c.” the identical pa- 


ragraphs in my. letter. He there fays in italics, that 
xl am * determinately diſpoſed to attempt every thing prac- 
+ Bl © ficable, to unite my. fate. with that of my wife. But 
— Wl that is ſwallowed up in a flood of lies; the more crimi- 
ich nal, as he knew the truth, and the Counteſs had given 
him, in writing, all the 3 exactly as we now 
he iclate them, 


Coſta to remain at the hotel where ſhe N ali 


_F' ve. 37 
he ald fund i in-proper order. He t n adviſed. Mrs, 


ſhe heard from him. What does this faithful counſel of 
the Counteſs next do ?---inſtead of immediately ſending 
back the meſſenger with the anſwer, which his "employ 
ment by the Counteſs, required he ſhould: ſend me; 


inſtead of affording her time to get out of the kingdom, 


before he communicated my letter, in caſe: he thought 
himſelf obliged ſo to do; he, that inſtant, flew to the 
Baron de Breteuil's, Pitifully, to know his orders. He 


called, in his way thither, at the Lieutenant de Police 5, 
to prepare him for the reception of ſuch orders; and 


fearing that the police, accuſtomed to ſecrecy, would 


not ring an alarm, he officiated himſelf, by proclaiming, 
wherever he paſſed, that he had received letters from 


Count de la Motte, who was coming over to ſurrender 
himſelf a priſoner! What was the conſequence ?..the 
Cardinal's family was informed that I was preparing to 
viſit France, in order to ſpeak the iruth the truth was, 
to that family a thunder-bolt. How could the blow be 
warded off? by applying fecretly, yes, very ſecretly, to the 
Count de Vergennes; who while affecting deſirous to have 
me in his clutches, employed all the petty reſources of 
his jobbing politics, 1 in reality to prevent my appearance. 


My readers will certainly expreſs ſigns of the utmoſt 


contempt, when they preſently underſtand the. methods 
uſed by that, then, great ſtateſman, though now ſo little. 


The fact i is, that, notwithſtanding what the romancing 


d' Adhemar has ſince told me, he (de Vergennes) hear- 
tily hated the Queen, and if I am not miſtaken in the 
conjectures I have formed, and which 3 are not wholly 

| FO» 


= ry T 1 
—_— to myſelf he had reaſon Assad l. deat 
bed. Hating the Queen, he. was _ conſequently the FR 


cret ſupporter of her enemies. The Cardinal was be- 


come. one of them; he mult therefore be ſupported i 
but that could not be done, if Vergennes had openly 
declared himſelf; he therefore found it conſiſtent with 
prudence and his own refined policy, oſtenſibly to blame 


him; at the fame time that he privily took means for 
his ſafety, in proportion ſo he exaggerated his crimes: 


Let us revert to Doillot and Breteuil : all thoſe ho- 


neſt people ought to be coupled together. The mini)- 


terial Baron, after taking a few. days conſideration; ſent 


_ for the lawyer Doillot, and told him; he might write 


me word, that the beſt courſe I could take, was to re- 
pair to Paris; without a moment s loſs of time, and to | 
aſſure me; in his name, that I had nothing to fear. 
Doillot accordingly wrote the ſame day, and perſonally 


delivered the letter to Mrs. Coſta, charging her to ſet 


out, and to uſe all poſſible ſpeed. Purſuant to his direc- 

tions, this female courier began her journey back on 

Eafter Sunday, 1786.---but ſhe proceeds hot far. 
Whilſt the Doillots and the Breteuils were concerting 


= meaſures without properly underſtanding each other ; 


the crafty - Vergennes had diſpatched a meſſenger to 
Count d'Adhemar. The ſcheme was; then, to ſecure me 


at Edinburgh, and a /Secretary. of the Ambaſſador was 


charged with the honorable commiſſion. The buſineſs 
was to ſecure me, dead or alive, but the" former was nfi- 


nitely preferable; ſ ſo that, had the Secretary (whoſe name 


was e proved an * ON never 
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mould have ſeen Paris, an aſfetrion] ſhall uche render 
more than probable. 
This reſolution once formed, it Selva becedary + to 
avoid putting me on my guard, and conſequently 
Coſta's wife was to be prevented from delivering to me 
Doillot's letter. Mr. de Vergennes provided againſt all 
thoſe obſtacles : he let her depart, and when at a cer 
| tain diſtance from Paris, he cauſed her to be arreſted, 
and carried to the * We ſhe was derained two 
days. 5 : HTS, 
During theſe tranſactions in 1 France, 15 bl in 
Scotland, that I was dogged about and watched. I im- 
parted my obſervations to my worthy companion Coſta; , 
who was already in the Ambaſſador's confidence, and 
had been honoured by ſeveral interviews with d'Arra- 
gon. He anſwered me, there was no probability of 
ſuch a circumſtance: that my uneaſineſs might preſent 
to my imagination, objects which had no exiſtence: that 
however, if I did not think myſelf ſafe at Edinburgh, 
I ſhould do-well to change my ſituation, and immedi- 
ately propoſed the town of Newcaſtle upon Tyne for 
my retreat. The truth was, he had met with too many 
obſtacles to the execution of his orders at Edinburgh; 
the ſeizure of my perſon, which he was commiſſioned 
with. He flattered himſelf that by drawing me to 
a leſs conſiderable town, where I had no acquaintance, 
he ſhould more. eaſily effect his purpoſe: I fell into the 
- ſnare, and ſet out for Newcaſtle. The kidnapping 
d. Arragon the ſame day took the road to London, to 
carry information to the Ambaſſador, of the freſh diſ- 
poſitions taken by Coſta; and as the expence of cou- 
| riers 
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| tiers was an a ect of ee ſo ann an affair j 


Count d'Adhemar diſpatched one to the Count de Ver- 


gennes, to inform him of the new turn matters had 


taken. When this Pacificator of Europe heard, that the 
ſcheme had been obſtructed at Edinburgh; judging the 


farther confinement of Mrs. Coſta needleſs, he had her 
brought ſecretly out of the Baſtile, eſcorted by two 


exempts of the police, who took her to the Baron de 
Bretevil's. That miniſter, whom the Counteſs fo well 


pointed out, by the appellation of the thander-bearer f 


d:ſpotiſim, cauſed a hundred louis d'ors to be given her 


for ſmart money, and a letter for me, ſigned Doiflor ; 
not written by Doillot, but in the office of the ſupreme 


head of the police, who, moreover, made her the faireſt 


promiſes, if ſhe prevailed on her huſband to enter into 


their views: thar is, to deliver me up, alive or dead. 
When ſhe left the miniſter's hotel, one of the exemprs 


took her to his houſe, and never left her afterwards, till 


he conducted her to Calais, and ſaw her ſafe on board 
a veſſel. Arriving at Dover, ſhe found the never- 
failing d'Arragon waiting for her on the ſhore.---What 
honodis laviſhed on a poor creature, who, at the mo- 


ment of my writing this, receives her daily food at my 


ſervant's table]! Scarce had ſhe ſer one foot on land, 


when the ready d'Arragon reſpectfully gives lier his 


hand, makes her his property, puts her into a chaiſe, 


and carries her to the indolent Adhemar; who, on fo extra- 
ordinary an occaſion, probably condeſcended to half raiſe 


himſelf from his eaſy chair. He ratified the promiſes ſhe 


had received from the Baron de Breteuil, and refreſhed 
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her memory, by repeating to her, ds ach amp 1 In 


* 354 1 


cation, the inſtructions given to her at Paris. 


It is now neceſſary to inform the reader, that Coll | 
had written to his wife to join them at Newcaſtle, where 


we then were, as ſoon as ſhe arrived from France; 
and, in caſe that letter ſhould not be received at London,; 


he had left one to the ſame purport at Edinburgh, at 


the houſe wherein he had lodged ; but thoſe cautions 
were ſuperfluous : d'Arragon, who had got our addreſs; 
almoſt as ſoon as we had fixed our abode at Newcaſtle, 
gave it to Coſta's wife; whom he ſent vf, telling her; 
he would follow her in two or three days. Upon her 
arrival, which was whilſt I was at dinner, ſhe delivered. 
to me, at her firſt entrance, the pretended letter from 


| Doillot, whoſe hand writing I was a ſtranger to; ſo that 


in that reſpect; it was an eaſy matter to impoſe upon 


me: but when, on peruſal, I found it was not an an- 
ſwer to mine, in any article, I began to entertain ſuſpi- 
cions, which gained ſtrength, when queſtioning the 


woman, I received anſwers expreſſive of the utmoſt em- 


barraſſment on her part; ſhe bluſhed at every word, and 


although I affected to fix my eyes on the letter, ſhe had 


delivered to me, they were not ſo much employed as ta 


let the winks and ſigns of eee from the 
huſband, eſcape me. - 

I had already ſeen and heard e not to 40000 
that I was fallen into very bad hands: and the reſolu- 
tion of removing ſecretly from them, immediately ſuc- 


ceeded the birth of my ſuſpicions. But, in order not 


to give them any alarm, I avoided putting captious 
queſtions, affecting rather to believe all the woman told 


nn 


5 2* 


ꝙj ß 
me, and dinner being over, I ſeized the moment of cheir 


withdrawing; to call my ſervant, to whom I. diſcloſed 
my ſuſpicions, ſo much the more confidentially, as, 
lucklly, he deteſted equally both the huſband andthe wife. 


[ therefore acquainted him with my intention of leaving 5 


them at Newenſtle; charged him to pack up my things 
ſeoretly, and to have a chaiſe in readineſs at twelve or 
one o'clock in the morning. My orders being given, Þ 8 


went up: gently to the door of the room, into which 


theſe houeſt couple had withdrawn. Unable to diſtin- 
guiſh their diſcourſe, which was in Engliſh, I bounced 
into. the room: and, as I made my appearance unex- 
pectedly, I found ſpread up on the table, the chairs, and 


even the bed, all the articles purchaſed by Coſta's wife, 


at Paris, with: part of her hundred louis d'ors. I had 
need of no more than one glance of my eyes, and 
therefore immediately e faying,” cc _ are 19 oy 
« go and take a walk. 


Coſta, who knew me, F that 3 1 bad jut | 


ſeen, would fill me with conjectures, and, probably, 
would drive meto'fomerrefolution that would baffle all 
his hopes. To prevent, what he deemed, the greateſt 


_ misfortune that could befal him, and inſpire me with 
confidence, he determined to entruſt me, with part of 
what was plotting againſt me. He told me, his wife 


had been in the Baſtile, how ſhe had got out of it; had 
been carried to the Baron de Breteuibs, her paſſage over 
ſea, the meeting with d'Arragon at Dover, and the ex- 


pectation of the ſpeedy arrival of that little men-catcher, 


at Newcaſtle. After he had thus, as he termed it, un- 


burthened bis heart, he ſwore to me an inviolable fidelity; 


28 
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nan oath which I to 1 more 3 b 4 
made him however promiſe, at all events, that he would 
do nothing | without conſulting me ;. aſſuring him that | 
the Government of France; provided he acted in con- 
cert with me, and make no ſecret of any thing; this he 
pramiſed to . and 1 nn for the Kune, n : 
: 3 
Two days . this! at ten o clock at e dene , 
were at ſupper, Coſta received a letter from d'Arragon, 
tq acquaint him with his arrival, and deſired his oo, - 
pany; at the inn; to which the former repaired, and 
dick not return for two hours. Upon my aſking him 
what tlie buſineſs was? he told me, that the French 
Ambaſ ador's Secretary was coming, to have me carried 
off; that he was attended by two exempts of the police, 
named Grandmaiſons and Quidor; that they expected = | 
veſſel, that ſailed from Dunkirk, with a ſwarm of myrmi- | 
dons of the police, under the command of the exempt 
Surbois; that they had all aſſumed titles, and changed 
their names; that their pretenee, in order to give no 
umbrage in Newcaſtle, was a trial of the trade of pit 
coal; that they were furniſhed with letters of recommen- 
dation for that purpoſe, I aſked Coſta, what he had 
ſaid to them? © Nothing, anſwered. he, except re 
<-queſting time to reflect till to-morrow, I am, pur- 
ce ſued he, to ſet out at ſix in the morning with d' Ar- 
eragon, to ſurvey the harbour, and ſetcle the mode of 
«. conveying you on board a ſhip.” I adviſed him to 
promiſe every thing, to give every poſſible aſſurance; 
but firſt to ſee that he had a thouſand good guineaa 
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paid down to him; « Which e you kinks — Y 


« ſaid T to mi or will tell them; that, all rightly 
« conſidered, the forcibly carrying off a man, in ſo fre- 

« quented a port, and at ſuch a diſtance from the town, 
« js a thing impracticable; that they may go back to 
« London, and aſſure the Ambaſſador, that in four days 


« you will be there with me; and that, in ſome” way 


« or other, you will engage to convey me to Paris, 


« for the fum of ten thouſand pounds ſterling. You 


„ know that I ſent your wife to Paris, to furniſh me 


« with means of repairing thither myſelf. I now de- 


c clare to you, upon the word of an honeſt man, that 


« I am going to take my departure for London, where 
J intend to ſee the Ambaſſador; then take myſelf to 


« Paris, and be the means of your getting ten thouſand | 


« pounds ſterling. 
The firſt demand of the thouſand guineas, was 


granted at a word, with a trifling defalcation of fixty, 
which Honeſt D' Arragon withheld for his fees: As to the 


ten thouſand, they were promiſed, on condition, that ne 
ſame D'Arragon ſhould make a ſtoppage of one fiſth on 


his own account. What a worthy man, is this Monſieur 
D' Atragon! How calculated for- -how fitting to the 


truſt----how creditable to the office he this day holds, 
of Secretary to the French Ambaſſador: If more is want- 
ing, let me Five a more ſubſtantial proof; which only 
came to my knowledge, ſubſequently to the plan I had 
been forming with his counterpart, the no leſs worthy 
Mr. Coſta. The honeſt little myrmidon was provided 


with a phial, filled with a liquor, which he faid, had 


the 9 of putting a man to ſleep for only four 
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and twenty "FO ſucceſſively, nd he had wink to 50 | 
Coſta adminiſter that ſmall doſe to me, in ſome tea or 
wine; the vehicle was no doubt to be at my own 
choice; telling him, that when once that gentle ſoporific 
had taken effect, I might be put into a ſack, like a 
bundle of foul linen; be carried down to the harbour 
under favour of darkneſs, conveyed on board, by way 
of a portmanteau, be thrown into the hold, and, I 
have no doubt, in the end, be caſt into the ſea. It is 
more, than demonſtrated, that they had no occaſion for 
me alive, which I ſhall preſently put beyond all queſtion. 
Theſe agreeable particulars I have from Coſta's wife, 
who let me into many other circumſtances equally ſatiſ- 
factory. 
Notwithſtanding this apparent confidence, by which 
Coſta had ſought to enſure mine, he had abſolutely en- 
_ tered into the plot; the ten thouſand pounds were ready, 
and if he did not get them by making uſe of the phial, , 
it was, becauſe my man was an invincible obſtacle in 
his way, who muſt have been made to ſwallow the like 
doſe----1in order alſo to turn him into a portmanteau; 
and that was a thing ſomewhat more than difficult. I 
watched him narrowly; he knew how far he was grown 
obnoxious to my ſuſpicion ; the leaſt motion that he 
had made, bearing marks of an attempt to ſeize me, 
would have been his undoing, with ſo much the greater 
certainty, as from my knowledge of the number and 
even the names of the ſatellites, employed in this un- 
dertaking, I might have informed againſt them, and 
have nerd proofs of their villainy. Where a halter is 
. 


— 
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Goh pended before a man's eyes, he will look r twice before 


he leaps once. . 
Theſe gentlemen Wader to the poliee, e ve 


that nothing could be done at Newcaſtle, ſet out for - 


London, juſt as they had come from it; but fully per- 
ſuaded, in conſequence of Colta's eee oe: their 


prey would not eſcape them. 


I reached London a few days after A ; 110 ike 
very night D'Arragon found out Coſta, and told him, 
the Ambaſſador wanted to ſpeak. to him the next morn- 
ing. He came himſelf to fetch him, and took him to 
a ſtreet, where they met his Excellency, who conde- 


ſcended to get into a hackney coach with thoſe two wor- 


thies! Such was the council-chamber where. the noble 


Triumvirate deliberated on tho methods of carrying me 


away. D'Arragon faid he had thought upon a plan, and 
he would anſwer for the ſucceſs, and that was, to procure 
ſome perſon to ſwear a debt againſt me of ſix thouſand 
pounds ſterling. He had bribed a ſheriff's officer, 
who was to have arreſted me, and had engaged to put 
me on board a ſhip, provided the Ambaſſador would be 
anſwerable for the events that might enſue, and defray 

the expence. | 
Coſta who thought I could not be inhpollch: upon by 
ſuch deſigns, ſaid, that it was a ſtale trick, and that I 
ſhould not fall into the ſnare ; that at the moment I was. 
arreſted, I would cauſe myſelf to be conveyed on foot 
to Newgate, followed by a mob of people, which would 
marr their intention. He concluded by telling the Am- 
baſſador, that he would weigh the matter more ma- 
A a 2 © turely, 


+] pr ol that on the morrow his Excellency foul 


hear from him. 
Acquainted with the appointment, 15 $06 a 1 | 

Ilution to prevent the effect of it, by writing directiy to 
the Ambaſſador; with a view to bring him to a compro- 

; miſe with me, and diveſt him of the confidence he had 
in his Coſta; by letting him know that, through the means 
of the very agent he had employed, I had information 
of the whole tranſaction. I acquainted him that, after 

the ſteps 1 had taken towards my return to Paris, I was 
ſurpriſed at the attempts, the artifices uſed by him to 
eenſmnare me; that I wiſhed to have an explanation with 

3 him; and ended by telling him, I would meet him 

FU wherever he ſhould think proper to appoint, his own 

1 Houſe excepted. He gave me the meeting the ſame day 

at Lady Spencer's, to whoſe houſe I repaired with Coſta 
and my own ſervant, who ſtaid at the door, purſuant to 
my orders. The company was not riſen from table, but 
Count d'Adhemar appeared in the parlour I had been 
ſhewn into, at the very moment that my name was an- 
nounced, He took me to the receſs of a window, that 
Coſta might not overhear our converſation. After I had 
given him a curſory account of the contents of theſe. 
Memoirs; had laid before him the Cardinal's conduct 
reſpecting the Queen, his unguarded ſpeeches, his ſenſe- 
leſs projects, his frantic ambition, the neceſſary con- 
ſequences of the ſhattered ſtate of his affairs; the miſ- 
fortune of the Counteſs being attached to him through 
gratitude, &c. &c. in ſhort, almoſt all that the Coun- 
teſs has already written; I aſked him, with what view 
ſome perſons ſeemed fo obſtinately bent on entrapping 


me, 7 


2 08 


me, dane 1 had e to beate mal: to Paris. ol 
my own accord; and that I was now ready ſo to do, if. 

they would only give me the ſecurities uſual in ſimilar 
caſes, and that, under no pretence whatever, ſhould any 


attempt be made upon my hberty.----< That is er- 


ay, ſaid he, what thoſe perſons will not do. ( But 
c hear me, I, have thought of another way; come to 
« my houſe to-morrow; I will acquaint you with it, 


c and we will have a thorou gh converſation on all mat- 
« ters which concern you; I give you my word as a 


N gentleman, that you have nothing to fear. You know 


— 


* Thoſe few words dropped. from the Ambaſſador's 


mouth are a ſolution to the whole affair. Why would 
not thoſe perſons have me appear? Becauſe I Hou 
Have told the truth. I had declared to many perſons, 
that my intention was to demand of the Judges in open 
Parliament; whether, in caſe I uttered all that I knew, 
they would take me under their protection, ſave me 
from the Baſtile, and appoint the Conciergerie for my 
priſon, till the definitive ſentence was pronounced. That 
was, what © 1b gſe perſons would not do. Why therefore 


try to carry me off? It 1 is evident as I have ſaid, that it 


was not for the ſake of having me alive and capable of - 


| ſpeaking the truth, which they dreaded ; but dead and 


ſilent as the tomb. It is conſequently, equal preſump- 
tive evidence that the pretended /ſeeping draught was 
downright poiſon. But my interview with the Ambaſla- 
dor altered all thoſe diſpoſitions which =y worthy 
Fm had made, as I am going to ſet forth. | 


that ü 


VV * — — 
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« that 7 am 50 the Q Queen' s party, intiinately combed 
« with Madame de Polignac, conſequently a profeſſed 
cc enemy of the Cardinal's; the Queen has ſworn his 
« ruin: you can, better than any one in the world, 


* 


« facilitate the accompliſhment of her Majeſty's wiſhes, 


* fince your Lady has ſuch an ill-judged partiality for 


him, ſo dangerous to himſelf. I know that in even the 


© commencement of the affair, ſhe had very bad coun- 
& ſels given her, which ſhe imprudently followed, and 
«which would infallibly bring her to her ruin, if there 
« were not means of prevention to be found---luckily 
« there is one way left: your preſence and depoſitions 
&« would entirely overthrow all that has hitherto been. 
done, and the buſineſs would take quite a different 
« turn.” Here, aſking me the particulars of certain 
points which I had but ſlightly touched, I faw that my 


in his eyes, he already ſaw the Cardinal 1 to che 


ſcaffold. 
Before l departed, I told bim 1 was ; detwrrnine let 


what would befal others, to reveal the whole matter, 


having nothing in view but the ſafety of the Counteſs, 
and the honour of us both; but that I feared the houſe 


of Rohan would have intereſt enough to ward off the 
blow and get judgment paſſed before my arrival. To 
that he anſwered, that I had nothing to fear; that £ the 
« Hourbons ought to prevail over the Rohans, and that 
ce policy required that the King ſhould be right ! that his 
« Majeſty referring the cognizance of that affair to his 
« Parhament, was prejudging him guilty, and that he 
e muſt of neceſſity be fo criminated. The Queen” 

| On- 


anſwers afforded him infinite ſatisfaction, joy ſparkled | 


— 


| 
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cel he, © is concerned in it, in every rights 


& view, from a thouſand conſiderations; therefore, from 


«© te" knowledge you. muſt neceſſarily have, of every 4 


« fituation in the acting of that ſcene, you can have no- 
« thing to fear from the influence of the Rohans, when 


« in competition with the Bourbons, in the fa#; or to 
ſpeak more properly, in the form, the Cardinal pleads 


« againſt your Lady and yourſelf ; for you are merely 


« the repreſentatives, the real party is the Queen; 


« think, therefore, of making advantage of what I tell 


« you. At the commencement of the affair, I could 


« have had you taken up at Dublin, the Duke of Rut- 
« land (*) had written to me in conſequence, pro- 


ce miſing to facilitate the means. 1 had tranſmitted to 
« Verſailles an account of his letter, but, as at that 
« period, they thought they had enough to convict . 


« the. Cardinal upon, your preſence was not deemed 


c neceflary, and I received for anſwer, that I need not 


© proceed any farther, but let you remain quiet. 
« However, when ſome time after, the Rohans were ſeen 
« to get the upper hand, then it was that no ſtone was 
left unturned, to get poſſeſſion of your perſon : : the 


Queen would have ſacrificed half the kingdom to that 


e Object. So circumſtanced are things at preſent: that 
« js the principle of my activity: nor ſhall I difſemble, 
« that your letter having given me a ſenſible pleaſure. 
« I immediately ſent off a courier to Verſailles, to ac- 


9" 4; — 


—— 


* That ſame Lord Lieutenant who had examined my 
ſcal, but, © de mortuis nil, niſi bonumas 


. 


ce quaint 


* 


. 5 © 15 "I 
4 t Mr. de vergennes I vis to le you its 7 
“ and to concert with him about your departure. 1 
« incloſed your letter in the packet, to the end that 
« Mr. de Vergennes, ſeeing with his own eyes, that 
e you are ready to attend, may give immediate orders 
« to ſuſpend all proceedings till your arrival; ſo you 


< ſee you have nothing to 1 8 . a e 


66 trial.“ 

I quitted the Ainbatider with a promiſe of rene 
to him the next day, and reflecting on all that he had 
| communicated to me, I eafily acccounted for the dif- 


ferent views, which had actuated the conduct of differ- 
ent people reſpecting me, according to the difference 
of circumſtances, and ſaw how little the life of an indi- 
vidual is valued, when it ſerves the purpoſes of power, 


to put a period to it. 

The following day, . to my appointment, 1 | 
repaired to the "Ambaſlador' s, who, in almoſt the firſt , 
ſentence that eſcaped his lips, elucidated with more: ac- 


curacy than the preceding day, the cauſe that, after 
wiſhing to have me a corpſe in their poſſeſſion, they now 


wiſhed to have me a living evidence. IT HAD BEEN 


„ FEARED” ſaid he to me, © LEST YOU SHOULD Es 
ce POUSE THE CARDINAL'S INTEREST, PREFERABLY TO 
« THAT Or THE Quzen. At preſent I am eaſy, and 


ce the contents of your letter, which I encloſed in nine, 
© as I informed you yeſterday, will give freſh ſpirits to 
« the party; and I queſtion not, but they will ſpeedily 
« tranſmit to me every neceſſary warrant I have re- 
“ quired, for your ſecurity ; but, liſten to me. Since 


he yeſterday I have had leiſure to reflect, and have to- 
X « tally. 
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85 tally. e de diſpoſitions we regen bye“ 5 
am going to make you perceive, there would be an 
« inconvenience in precipitating your departure. Jou 


« are ſenſible, that being abſent, you are in the wrong; 8 


« that the Rohans accuſe you of flying with the remain- 
« der of the necklace; and, that they have in general ſuc- 


e ceeded in empoiſoning the public mind with that idea. 


„* 


ce If under ſuch circumſtances you were ſeen, on à ſud- 
c den, to appear at full liberty, and under protection; 
« every body would exclaim, - -There he is! he fears 
« nothing! if he had any compunction for his guilt, he 
« would not venture to ſhew hi mſelf, or quit the aſylum 
« where he has ſo long lived in ſecurity. On the other 


hand; your depoſitions being deſtructive to the Car- 


« dinal ! his family would cry out: Yes, there he is. 


« ſhielded by the power and influence of the Queen! 


« it is the Queen-who ſends for him, after having him 
as properly inſtructed at London! He brings his depoſi- 
« ſitions in writing, or elſe they have been dictated to 
him, and he has imprinted them on his memory 
« he alone was wanting to conſummate the Cardinal's 


« ruin! and----all- which would produce the effect of 
« of public obloquy to you. But there is another way, 


in which you may appear before your judges, and 
* which anſwering the ſame purpoſe with reſpect to you; 
cannot render the Queen liable to ſuch ade Fa- 
« vour me with your attention. | 
« The Cardinal, continues the Ainballadhe; politi- by 
e cally affects to ſay, in all places, that he ardently 
e wiſhes for your preſence.----The King, ſuppoſed to 
* Ns informed of that circumſtance, may ſay, I choſe 
FP 9 b cc to 
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hs to give him that att action; and r ke 
all, neceſſary preparations ſpr apprehending:Count de 
<,1a Motte, which have proved ineffectual; but he, 
ee appriſed of the attempts made againſt him, applied 
te of his own accord, to my Ambaſſador. to his Britan- 
« nic Majeſty, and ſignified his deſign of returning to 
« Paris, if I would grant him a ſafe conduct andi ſe- 
te curity. There being no other: way of ſecuring/him, 
and ĩt having been repreſented to me, that the Car- 
« dinal looks upon his preſence, as eſſential to his 
& carrying on his ſuit at law, I have granteck to the 
ec ſaid ans de la Motte, the Way ne 1 
44 for. 
% On. tas fogndation; the Cardin: 120 bie FI" 

« can have nothing to alledge; and you will find your- 
« ſelf at liberty, in Paris, in the midſt of people of 
<« underſtanding, who will direct you in every point. | 
« T only tell you, before hand, you will be obliged to 
48 paſs a day or two in the Conciergerie priſon, in order 
to obtain a replevin of the warrant for your arreſt; 

a mere matter of form, that cannot be diſpenſed with, 
« J will write again to Mr. de Vergennes, to give him 
* a more circumſtantial account of what you have re- 
«© lated to me yeſterday, and in this ſecond interview; 
% and will preſs him to ſend to me, by the return of the 
« Courier, the paſſport, which you will be ES to 
00 4 from the King himſelf. 1 

„P' Arragon, my Secretary, ſhall be bearer- of the 

« OY OY you may hold yourſelf. in readineſs for your 

« departure, I am fure the . will be- her here in 

[ 780 8 or ten days at fartheſt. © ee 

| . LE 


bars Wei ſeized upon, and having very little money. E 
it would be. impoſſible for me to get my buſineſs ſettled 
and appear as I had before done, and befitting. my 
rank; to which he anſwered, © that ought to give you 


8 « no uneaſineſs; I have at my diſpoſal, a conſiderable 

ny « ſum remitted. over to me to proceed againſt you, bur 
5 I ſhall be much more flattered with applying it to- 
11 < wards doing you a ſervice, and, if you have need of N 
"oF « five or fix thouſand louis 1 N I will ſupply you wil 5 
d chem.“ 


Circumſtances being thus ee dane us, he . 

ty. . fazd, © the only thing remaining to be known, was, what 
« I ſhould ſay in my defence? I made anſwer : © that 

« as to the ſtory of the necklace, I did not well know 

what turn to give it, ſo as not to expoſe the Queen 

more or leſs ; that as to any thing elſe, I was not at 

a loſs.” He recommended to me, never to ſay that 


t. the Counteſs had acceſs to the Queen; ſtill leſs, that! 
ch. knew of the Cardinal's having carried on a correſpond- 
im ence with her Majeſty, and had appointments with her 
3 at Verſailles and Trianon; Only ſay, added he, 
„ chat the Cardinal ſhewed you a number of letters, 
5 which he aſſured you were written to him by the „ | 
5 « Queen; adding, that he has often ſaid, that he uſed | 
| « to. have poſſeſſion of her: contrive, when you repeat _— 
he * all that he has told you on that ſubject, to embelliſn ; 
wr te ftory; be particular not to omit his "indecent 

** ſpeeches; take it for granted, the Queen will not be 


«+ e with it: but beware of ſaying a a wore! about 
| Þ b 2 | 4 the 


| 1 13 J I 
. tha * 7 PF REN? geatletnen' 1 de rage coe, 
d Vaudreuil, Dillon, Ferſenne (). e 
As to the buſineſs of the Sede 1 EF) adviſe | 
e you to ſay, that you are perſuaded the Cardinal gave 
« it partly, or wholly, to your Lady; your Lady 
* would never allow that to bo the caſe! but Th am cer. 
» * tain it really was ſo.” 
I felt the blow, but ae anſwered in 055 ae ; 
tive or negative. Having afterwards talked ro him of 
the Baron de Breteuil, he told me to be fure “ not to 
4 pronounce his name, and above all, not to take any 
; : ſteps reſpecting him; becauſe, THaT wovLD BE Too. 
«'poINTED. Follow my advice,” purſued he, © Mr. 
«de Vergennes has the reputation of being an upright 
« man, * incapable of caballing* () to gratify the 
“ Queen's deſires; nevertheleſs, without its appearing, 
e he is of her party (). He was highly incenſed at 
4 e the behaviour, the ſcandalous ſpeeches, and ſenſeleſs i 
1 « ambition of the Cardinal; and ſhared with the Queen 
lng « jn her reſentment. It is at his houſe you muſt 
, alight, though you have a paſſport tell him you 
« are come to ſurrender your ſelf his priſoner ;---you 
bc "un; 


; | 5 — . — — 


It muſt be confeſſed that ie. Ambaſſador of his 
Moft Chriſtian Majeſty was very kind, to give me thus 
gratuitouſly, a liſt of the Bgſed tribe, in cafe I had not 
poſſeſſed one of my own---even ſomewhat more co- 
pious. 

+ The junge a of this aſſertion will preſentl be made | 
evident. | 

4 The reader will ſhortly perceive what une 
the Count had for this aſſertion alſo. 


jon 


« will find that fitddite 1 2 effect raed [thin your : 


10 conduct therein, will meet with his approbation.“ 


Upon my acquainting him that my intention was to 
deliver up to that Miniſter, the necklace which T have 
mentioned, Gray had ſet; Mr. D*Adhemar highly ap- 
proved of my deſign, and told me, “ that the King 
„ would be pleaſed with, and reward me for my diſin- 
« tereſtedneſs : for, added he, that necklace is yur 


« own, and you may diſpoſe of it as you think proper.” 
| After a very long converſation to the foregoing effect, 


I took my leave, At parting, he told me to remain 
 eafy, till I heard from him; that D'Arragon ſhould go 
off in two or three days, as he had other diſpatches to 


ſend by him. “ There is no hurry at preſent,” he re- 


peated to me, nor any thing to be en Count de | 


“ Vergennes has previous intimation,” "\ 


He defired I would change my name, to abe my 


return to London, and avoid the 9 of the Courier 


de Europe.“ HENS : 


Every thing appeared to proceed with the moſt perfect 
cordiality ;---but his Excellency was drawing his conclu- 
fions from falſe premiſes. The Count de Vergennes was 
any thing, but attached to the Queen's party, as the 
Ambaſſador ſuppoſed (who from the nature of his con- 
nexions ought to have known better;) being, on the 


contrary,” bound by the ſtrongeſt ties to the Rohans, 


When, therefore, the crafty Miniſter, ſaw by the Am- 


baſſador's letter and mine, that there was no time to 
loſe, to extricate the Cardinal; in lieu of granting a 


delay of fifteen days, which the Counteſs had requeſted, 
ke hurried on the final ſentence z which to the aftoniſh- 
c ment 
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ment od high indignation of the 1 and 1 
bis party, was pronounced the day before, or, en the 
very day of D- Arragon s arrival !----It is true the Count 
de Vengennes has been puniſhed for his. perfidipuſneſs; 
but it is no leſs true, that the unfortunate Counteſs de 
la Motte fell a victim to it; and that even the wy eath of 
chat Miniſter has but feebly avenged her. 
As ſoon as Count d'Adhemar received that piece 14 
| intel! igence, which aſtoniſhed him, he wrote to me, mak - 
ing an appointment in Hyde Park, (I am in poſſeſſion 
of his letter.) I attended, and found him gloomy, diſap- 
pointed and vexed. He told me, he could not con- 
cC—ecive, why they had, in ſuch a manner, precipitated che 
judgment on that trial, (though for my part, I had fore- 
told it, as has been ſeen ;) that there was: ſomething un- 
accountably myſterious in it, which he could not un- 
ravel; that upon the whole, there WAs notbing in it 
&« diſgraceful to us!!! that I muſt not let it affect me; 
« that it need not hinder my departure for Paris, where 
© my preſence was more than ever requiſite.” 1 aſked 
him, to what purpoſe ? he anſwered, that “ when the 
King had referred the cognizance of the affair to the 
« Parliament; the necklace was the only circumſtance a 
« mentioned in the commiſſion; the Queen's, name had 
e not been brought into queſtion ; that, unfortunately, 
« the counfels given to the Counteſs, having terminated 
ec to her diſadvantage ; the Cardinal had gained a ſupe- : 
« riority, and grounded on it his defence; but that 
e when his unbecoming ſpeeches againſt the Queen 
c came to be diſcuſſed; and the papers which he had 
« ſhewn, he would be at a loſs what anſwer to make. — 
« It is a fault committed in the drawing up of the pa- 
**. 267 


5 * 90 * . 
7 „a tet & boni, added tb ce that 44 fggelte to 0 
1 the party, which the Rohans have in the Parliament, 
_ « the idea of adhering to the literal” meaning; and 
8. confining themſelves ſolely to "the "buſineſs of the 
T « necklace, which has not furniſhed a ſufficient ay 
of ce whereon to convict the Cardinal; but now, that p | 
eis de nitively ſettled; I give you previous notice ﬆ | 
of « what will preſently happen; in order to make you 
= « ſenſible, how neceſſary your preſence will be at Paris. 
3 The Attoriey General is going to prefer a | freſh complaint 
| cc againſt the Cardinal for CRIMINAL ATTEMPTS upon the 
to 10 Queen, for the language be has uſed be letters he has 
. 6 exhibited---the meetings by night, Sc. Sc. and forih⸗ ; 
8 « with a decree of arreſt will be iſtned out againſt him. | 
ap 1 I can aſſure you he will not have the ſame good for- 
5 % tune on this ſeeond trial, which he had « on that, re- 
* &-1 petting the necklace. When you are at P aris, that 
3 \ « bufineſs will be renewed; for there are ſtatutes ex- 
0 « tant, by virtue whereof, the Parliament will be ob- 
5 « liged to begin, the whole proceſs over again; be there- 
. « fore at eaſe, and communicate to no ö whatever 
"4 | e has paſſed between us.” ” 
tl thought I diſcovered ſome appearance of probabi- 
a lity and encouragement, in what the Ambaſſador now 
wn ſuggeſted. I withdrew in better ſpirits than I came; 
18 but a few days aſterwards D'Arragon came from him, 
1 to inform me, that ©. particular reaſons had determined 
5 the Queen to drop the proſecution ; that no ſecond . 
25 complaint was to be preferred; that it would give x 
jt * room for the circulation of many malicious ſpeeches, . i” 
55 bt eircumſtance her Majeſty wiſhed to avoid; and: 1 
cine © that ſhe rather. choſe to ge herſelf, by 9 | Z 
4 + if e. 
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e the whole weight of „ power to 1 the 805 
„„ 40 dinal of his blue ribband, and his humour as well as 
| . his placesat Court, and baniſhing him, to exiſt ; am | 
©, a herd. of Monks in the ſavage parts of Auvergne.” x 
While he commu nicated to me this piece of mel 

5 nee.” which WAS like an electric ſhock, D'Arragon | 
had without doubt, received his inſtructions; and with 
all that hypocrily, and inſincerity, which Ambaſſadors are 
ever amply provided with from their reſpective courts: af- 
ſected to pour the balm of comfort into the wounds, he con- 
cluded muſt be inflicted, by ſuch a fatal ſtab to my hopes. 
4 You muſt be ſenſible, ſaid he, et that the courſe. 

. & which the Queen has taken, by no means leflens che. 
«© merit of your conduct; which his Excellency has not 
2 concealed from her; chat, ſhe will not abandon either 
« you or your lady, and that ſhe will gratefully reward, 
the deſire you have expreſſed to oblige her. The 


] 
˖ 
t 
t 
«* Ambaſſador is going to Verſailles, and has charged „ : 
0 
Z 


33 
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me to tell you, that he will omit no opportunity to 
« ſerve you, and during his abſence, you may diſpoſe.” 
« of me, on all occaſions, where you ſhall think I can be 
"00 any ways ſerviceable to your intereſt. | 16555 a 
T wrote to the Ambaſſador before his n 
but received no anſwer, At his return from France, t 
1 wrote two letters, (which at that time made their ap- © 


pearance in the public papers*) of which 1 took as e ſl 
notice as of the former. 2 e 

| ; | n WY 
7 ny TCTVTVVCAAAAA T2 Wes they SPOT, -— 


* Vide Morning Chronicle, for December 29, 1786, or 
and January 1, 1787.---Morning Poſt of March 2, and } 
6, 1787.---The above two letters were inſerted in che 
Exeter F Ving Poſt, March 8, 1787. 


35S Rn 2 * . 82 28 
_ $0 5 1 
* : 5 „ 2 2 ; — * 2 -_ 
* F 28 : 5 A I . ; 2 : 2 — i 1 = 5 X 
$55 IS - Th 1 3 F 4 ' 
1 is a matter ata no- 8 do LOR mean to 
reproach him with it. He had been in a capacity to 


know what paſſed : he was not ignorant chat when the 
Queen expreſſed a deſire of ſaving the Counteſs, from 
the iniquitous ſentence paſſed againſt her, thoſe people, 
whom ſhe calls her <.8Lo0D suck ERS, and notoriouſly 
the Abbé de Vermont, perſuaded her Majeſty, that if 
« ſhe only appeared to know the. Counteſs, ſhe would 
cc certainly expoſe herſelf in a ſhocking manner,” which 
would be infinitely exaggerated by orgs in her con- 
duct, any concern for her 

From the plain ſtatement of facts, . 1 have re- 


"lated, I ſhould deem it an infult to the reader, were I 


to offer a ſingle reflection upon the ſubject. It is plain 
that the Cardinal's life was ſuſpended but by a thread, 
that, had the ſlighteſt breath broken that thread, the 
Counteſs muſt have been cleared from all impeachment. 
It remains therefore to determine, whether the victori- 


' ous influence of the Robans, had been able to eſtabliſh a 


guilt, which the Queen's influence would have done 
away, if it had poſſeſſed ſufficient power.. 
Before I conclude my taſk, and relinquiſh my pen to 
the Counteſs, whoſe ſubſtitute I am at preſent, I will 
endeavour to prevent an un grateful office to her, which 
ſne had mentioned, but that relates to matters more 
familiar to me than to herfelf. I mean the account ſhe 
promiſed to give of that portion of the diamonds, which 
the Queen had beſtowed upon her; probably without 
her Majeſty's being aware, that their valug amounted to 
one eighth part of what it really was. The following ac- 
count will ſhew what they produced, and the uſe * 
33 made 
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Eves TY 40 . 1 cod have 01d chem i in Paris o open · 
pp, had not the Cardinal e ſerved to us, that they might | 
poſſibly fall into the hands of the Jewellers, a circum- 

ſtance which could not Ur TOP een . to 

the Queen. n 

I arrived in de on e 1700 of April, with che. N 

valier O Neil, who was perfectly acquainted with che 7 

object of my journey. As he knew the Counteſs was ” 

admitted to the Queen, I made no myſtery to him, of 

the preſent ſhe had received from her Majeſty,” nor f 

my motive for parting with them in London. I had 4 

letter of credit on Meſſ. Morland and Co. to whom 1 

went the day after my arrival. On making enquiry for . 

the moſt capital jewellers, I was directed to Jefferys . 

and to Gray; I firſt ſaw Jefferys, told bim 1 had ſome _ 

diamonds to diſpoſe of, and left him my addreſs. The 

next morning he came to my lodgings, where I ſhewed 

him. the eighteen oval ſtones that belonged to the neck- 

lace, and acquainted him with the price which the Car- 

dinal had fixed. He requeſted me to let him take them 

home, in order to examine them, and offered me his 

acknowledgement, which I accepted of. He promiſe” 

to bring me an anfwer in four days; the next day I ſet 
out with Chevalier O*Neil for Newmarket. During 5 
five days that we remained there, I gained by betting, 

nine hundred and fixty guineas : fixty of which I ex= | 

pended in travelling expences, the purehaſe of cloaths, 5 

and various other articles; Chevalier ON eil has made | 

affidavit of theſe circumſtances. „ 
Being returned to London, I went to Tatts, who 


told me, that a 1 had offered four thouſand 
ä pounds 


, 


l 
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but would give notes a ſix andi twelve months date, and 
' would find ample! ſecurity. - I told him I would con- 


ider of itz took back my diamonds, and returned him 
his acknowledgment;”**The ſame day I went to Gray's, 
left with him» the largeſt oval ſtone, and directed him to 
come to me the next day, when I would let him ſee a 

greater quantity; the ſame day I purchaſed of him a 
{el&-winding. watch. The next day he came, with a 
4 ew named Eliaſon, Þ entruſted him with the ſame 


Gon Lhad left in Jefferys' hands ; he told me he had 
already examined them, and that a broker whom Jef- 
ferys employed, had brought them to him. I. then let 
him know the offer that Jefferys had made me, and the 
terms of payment, adding, that not knowing Jefferys, 
nor the perſon he had recommended to me, I did not 


chuſe to part with ſo conſiderable a property upon cre- 
dit. That beſides, I propoſed ſtaying but a few days 


in London, whither I might probably never again re- 


turn, and that I did not think proper to leave any thing 


behind me that might create any anxiety, He anſwer- 
ed, that I was in the right, andl that if we agreed on the 


price, he would pay me ready money. I told him my 
price, he took away the diamonds, and promiſed to 


bring an anſwer the following day; which he did, but 


ſtill accompanied by Gray. He made me an offer of 
three thouſand guineas, which 1 would not accept. 


After pointing 'out ſtones that had flaws and other de- 
fects, they left me, with an aſſurance that tne offer | 
they made me, for ready money,” was very adequate; 
* that I ſhould not meet News a more Ne offer. 
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I let cham PR away, telling them. I would FR my 
_ diamonds, rather than part with them at that price. 
Next morning they returned, *. aſked' to ſurvey the 
| diamonds a ſecond time: I permitted them. O'Neil 
was preſent, as well as my valet de chambre. Eliaſon 
then drew out of his pocket, a pearl necklace, conſiſting 
of two very beautiful rows, a ſnuff box ſet with bril- 
liants and pearls, with a medallion on the lid, and ſe- 
veral parcels of pearl ſeed. He valued thoſe differen 
articles at about five hundred and fixty pounds ſterling. 
I faid, that if he would give me four thouſand: pounds, 
together with thoſe articles, the bargain was ſtruck. 
He exclaimed loudly, and then made a motion to 80, 
offering three thouſand pounds, and the articles I had 
ſelected; a propoſal which I rejected. In the interim 
Jefferys made a ſecond application, I told \him-my re- 
ſolution was, to ſell them for ready money only. I 
then delivered to him thirteen ſtones. of the firſt db 
Bt poſleſſed ; ; the two fineſt, which belonged to the neck- 
lace, not having been given to the Counteſs; and no 
doubt but the Queen made a preſent of them to Made- 
moiſelle Dorvat, or ſome other woman in her intimacy, 
for there were ſeveral which were ſimilar. I had ſelect- 
ed two, one intended to be ſet in a ring for.the Coun- 
teſs, the other for myſelf. Regnier, my jeweller at 
Paris, ſet them both before my departure for London. 
Both myſelf and the Counteſs commonly wore them. L 
The Cardinal has feen them both. 
Is called the next day at Gray's, to purchaſe fervent 
| articles i in ſteel ; there J found Eliaſon, who told me 1 
was over tenacious, that his offer was a very fair one. 


He 


— 


— 2 
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Aw 1 


Ho foil me N pearls for a pair of brace- 


lets, and a ring, forming a neck button; I went into, a 


ſeparate apartment, where we entered into a bargain. ies 
After two hours difficulty on both ſides, we at length _ 


agreed for the eighteen oval ſtones ; viz. three thouſand 
pounds ſterling ready money, the pearl necklace of two 


rows, valued at two hundred pounds, the ſnuff box one 5 
hundred and forty, the pearl ſeed one hundred and 
twenty, and a diamond far wg I took 1 in G s ſhop, 
valued at three hundred. 

This was the firſt bargain. When 1611 
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the money and jewels, he told me that Jefferys' broker 
had brought him other diamonds, which were no doubt 


my property; that if I choſe to ſell them, I had better 
do buſineſs with him than with another: that 1 ſhould £ 
gain by it the commiſſion and ſome ready money. 1 


went the ſame day, and took out of Jefferys hands, 
the thirteen ſtones I had left in his poſſeſſion. He had 


come to the knowledge of my dealing with Gray, and 
being vexed at having miſſed the opportunity of mak 
ing the purchaſe himſelf, he, upon that account, pre- 


tended, as will be ſeen hereafter, that he had ated, 
reſpecting the diamonds, with more prepriety than 
Gray, for that he, Jefferys, ſurmiſing the diamonds to 
have been ſtolen, had given notice at a public office, 
(which in fact was a falſhood) and had refuſed to buy 
them. He afterwards the more readily | made a declara- 
tion to this purpoſe, before a certain notary named 
Dubourg, as will hereafter appear, at the requeſt of Mr. 


de Carbonniere, agent for the Cardinal; as he ſaid he 


believed me to ha in Turkey, and de pended upon never 
LL | ſeeing 
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i me "again in 3 His drier, to . 
when I return ed to London, will ſhew how delicate this 
. ' Jefferys | was in his conduct: | ſince he came to me, alter 
judgment was paſſed, to aſk me whether 1 had not 
diamonds to diſpoſe of, telling me, he would be the 
Purchaſer, and. allow : me. a greater Advantage © than. Grey 


1 441 þ 


and the Nay 1 took, in n order. to make. apparent what 
tte jullificatory vritings, produced by, te - C | n | 
. conſiſted i iN , Wi 
| The thirteen ſtones, al _ Jefferys, L Wee to 
. telling him I would come the next day to his ſhop 
| ' myſelf, and that he might appoint Eliaſon to be there 
at the ſame hour, _ The. departure. of Chevalier O. Neil 


prevented my keeping the appointment. He had re- 
ceived a letter from. his brother, and another from j 


pens WF | 


Colonel, requiring his. return, with all poſſible ſpeed, 


* %#.,5+ + 


been i. to obtaiu 3 2 8 leave 3 1 a he 
hoped ; the troops the Emperor was then marching to- 
| wards Holland, were the 90 of the orders. he had 

don. "He took charge of ſeveral purchaſes I had- mock? 
. and of the parcel of pearls I had got in exchange. As 
5 he went by the coach, he took his place the day before, 
at Mr. Guyon's office, where he found the Capuchin 
Mermot a profeſſed ſpy, who for the things made 
known to me by his own confeſſion, and thoſe certainly 
are the moft harmleſs, deſerves to be made an example 


of 


15 #5 250 1 


of ( . The: Capuckin knew a O'Neil, with... 
whom he renewed- acquaintance; and finding in PA 
courſe of converſation. he had come over with me, de. . 
” I begged he would introduce him to me, which the Che- 
50 valier did. He told me, that as I did not xnderſtand 13 
i WI Engliſh, he would be my interpreter, and do me all 

1 the little ſervices i 1n his power. I accepted of his oblig- 3 
e Ins offers, and that day he dined. with, me, He had 


2 been procurator of his order, at Vaſſy, ſix leagues di- 
tant from Bar- ſur-Aube; he knew my family, and had 
4 “n me, by his account a child. He ſaid he had been 


employed by Mr. de Choiſeul, and the ſucceeding mi- 
13 njſters, that he had done great ſervice to the ſtate; that 
to reward him, he had only, a hundred louis d'ors pen- 
ſion ſettled on him from the Marine funo: chat he fear- 
d leſt ſome miniſter, in a fit of ll humour ſhould take 
off his penſion: that in order to protect him from that 
ifagreeable event, and at the ſame time leſſen the bur- 
hen to government, he petitioned that his penſion 
ight be converted into, or changed for a church liv- 
g, and then, that he might be ſeculariſed, . He added 
hat he had preſented a memorial to Madame Louiſa, 
ho was his protectreſs, but that he feared the matter 
ould be protracted; that he had ſuſtained a great loſss 
hen Mr. de Choiſeul reſigned, as it was under his 
. he had rendered thoſe 885 he ene to 

re 
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* This is the ſame M Permot I have already had 
caſion to diſtinguiſh in theſe Memoirs; at this period 
r acquaintance 'commenced. . | 
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actually been Rome him. Having ba Bec gan- 
ed my confidence, and got intelligence at his laſt paſſ- 
ing through Bar- ſur- Aube, that the Counteſs had ac- 
ceſs to the Queen, was beloved by her, and that all our 
fortune came from her, his eagerneſs to pleaſe me may 
eaſily be gueſſed at. Infinuating and hypocritical, he 
- made himſelf uſeful to me, and as he was, 4 prieſt well 
known to many of the Catholic nobility and gentry, he 
introduced me into ſome of the belt families. 1 made | 


a 2 number of excurſions with him round London, and in 


thoſe little trips it was, he told me what he had heard 
at Bar-ſur-Aube ; he talked of the Cardinal, and faid « 
if L had a mind to ſerve him, I had it in my power ; 
that the Cardinal could get him ſeculariſed as he had 
obſerved, by firſt giving him a ſinecure place under 
him, and then cauſe his penſion to be changed for a | 
living, by which a faving would be made to govern- 
ment. I adviſed him to draw up a memorial, which 
I would willingly take charge of, adding I would do all 
in my power to oblige him. In this my firſt excurſion, 
I did not communicate to him any thing relative to the 
intimacy between the Queen and the Counteſs, much 
leſs of the Cardinal's; he knew nothing of my having 
diamonds ; ; In ſhort I acquainted him with no particu- ; 
lars; but barely that I had money to remit to Paris. 
He anſwered that he knew a merchant in the city, 
named Motteaux, that if I negociated it through his 
means, he would allow me the ſame advantage as to 

traders, whereas Mr. Hammerſley would deal with me, 
as with a nobleman, He calculated the benefit I 


—— 


Mot 


Two). 


; ſhould reap by placing that ſum. wich Mir nos: 


perſian that Mr. Humcnortiey oy not make 
me the ſame allowance, I determined to ga to Mr. 
eaux, Whither he accompanied me. I delivered to 
him the three thouſand pounds ſterling, I bad already 
received on the former bargain, 

Let us return now to the thirteen Ws 1 had [ef 
with Gray. I gave him an appointment for the next 
day. When the Chevalier O' Neil was gone, I went 
to that jeweller, who immediately ſent into the city, ta 


let Eliaſon know I waited for him at his houſe. He 
came, but we made no bargain; eight or ten days paſt, 


ed away in fruitleſs meetings and conſiderations, , They 
often told me, they wondered how a gentleman ſhould 
have ſuch, a knowledge of diamonds, as to aſcertain the 
exact value of them; but that I certainly was ſenſible, 


that ſuch articles were hard to be diſpoſed of; that they 
| ſhould perhaps be obliged to keep them two or three 


heir hands; during which time the intereſt 
yy was loſt, and other things to: the ſame 
length, after much trouble and attend- 


years upon 
of the mo 
purport. / At 


; ance, we came to a ſettlement for the thirteen ſtones, 


at the ſum of two thouſand pounds ſterling, ready mo- 
ney ; a ring, convertible into a neck button, valued at 
two hundred pounds ſterling, and for which, I lately 
got but one hundred; a parcel of very fine pearls for 
the mounting of a pair of bracelets, valued .at a hun- 
dred and fifty pounds ; another parcel of pearls for fixty 
pounds, and a pair of girandole car rings, valued at 
wy e ae Such were the two bargains 1 


which formed the roſe of two oval ones, I exchanged # 
Gray's for a medallion ſet round with brilliants, two 
ſteel ſwords, a ſhirt pin, a pair of aſparagus tongs, and 
a wine ſyphon. Four more diamonds which were be- 
tween the roſe and the four taſſels, were likewiſe ex- 
changed at Gray's for a ring, ftill in my poſſeſſion, a 
ſmall hoop of diamond ſeeds, a lady's pocket caſe ſattin 


and gold, with all its Me} a pair of ſteel buckles 


and a miniature. 
I! had fixty diamonds leſt, nike from ad aſs, rivets 
ty two from the ſcollops, and the ſtone which formed 


the button. Out of the ſixty J ſelected twenty-eight, 


which I gave to Gray, to ſet in drop ear-rings : and 
two and twenty of the ſcollops to make into a necklace 
of one ſingle row; I then had left only thirty-two ſtones 


ariſing from the taſſels, and the ſtone forming the but. 
ton. I choſe the ſixteen fineſt, which I kept unmount- « 


ed, and the remaining ſixteen I parted with to Gray, 


at the rate of eight pounds the karat, out of which I 


bought in his ſhop ſundry ſmall matters, not worth men- 
tioning. Thus terminated all my . for din, 
monds in London. 


I had ſtill remaining the button ſtone, which I foes 


to Mr. Morland, aſking him whether he could not find 
an opportunity of ſelling it to my advantage; he faid 
he would let an acquaintance inſpe& it, and let me 


know his anſwer in two or three days. He did fo, by 
telling me, he had the ſtone in his bank, and that one 
thouſand guineas had been offered for it, which he be- 


lieved might be carried to twelve hundred. He pro- 
pol 


\ 


made with Fliaſon, i in DRE of Dang, Sde 4 0 | 
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from thence: go into the city, to Mr. Duval's, the per- 


ſon wh made the offer; but that he believed it was not . 


for himſelf. We met with Mr. Duval, who ſhewed awe 


ſeveral articles, in jewellery, I told him my. deſign ; 


was, not to purchaſe -. any, ſince I was on the con- 


trary come to treat with him about a diamond, which 


Mr. Morland had given him to inſpect. After ſuryey- 


ing it a ſecond time, he told me, that the perſon! to 


whom. he had ſhewn 3 it offered kaut one thouſand pounds, 
took back, the a and reſolved to keep it till I 
found a means to diſpoſe of it more advantageouſly. 


The fame day I gave it to Gray to ſet in a ring. Let 


us now proceed to thoſe. that were fold and exchanged 
at Paris. Before my departure for England, the Coun- 
teſs had delivered to Mr. Tilleux. ſome. diamonds, 


which ſhe had kept privately, that had formed part 


of the ſcollops and knots of the taſſels: , ſhe deſired him 
to ſell them for her, and pay her the. money: charging 
him not to make me acquainted with it. He fold the 
whole parcel to one Paris, a jeweller, for the ſym of 
twenty eight thouſand: French livres. Two ſtones, part 
of the ſcollops, were exchanged by me, for two pendu- 
lum clocks, at one Turet's, in St. Honore Street, with 
twenty-five louis d'ors in addition. One diamond in 

like manner from the ſcollops, was ſet in a ring by Reg- 
nier my jeweller. I had a chain in ſmall brilliants, 

which Franks the Jew had ſold me: that I gave to 


Regnier, adding a few ſmall diamonds, which belonged _ 


to the knots of the taſſels, the whole of which he made 
f D d a js into 


poſed y calling; in Pall-mall to rake . and 
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of into a chain, which. the Cardinal's counſel info n 


thouſand livres. I with much difficulty parted with it 
for ſixty pounds ferling in London. It was nearly the 
ſame with every particular: they were, in ordet to obtain 
their ends, obliged to multiply the price for which 
every article ſold, in a like proportion; and thus, from 
this falſe eſtimation, endeavour t5 prove that the pho! 
* the necklace had been in my poſſeſſion. 

1 had now. left, in all, fixteen diamonds, which 1 kad 
ee back to London, four and twenty very ſmall 
ones, which were on the ſides of each oval ſtone; at the 
bottom of the taſſels, the encircling of the two large oval 
ſtones, two ſmall ones on each ſide of the button, ſixteen 
of the ſame ſize, fix of which held the two oval ſtones 
between the ſcollops, and the twelve others, which were 
immediately adjoining to the ribband at top ; the roſes 
and what held the taſſels were not yet taken to pieces. | 
1 delivered the whole to Regnier, out of all which, he - 
ſelected the beſt diamonds, and nearly of an equality, to 
encircle the top of a box, and mount a ſmall pair of 
drop ear-rings, which the Counteſs wanted to make a. 
preſent of. The remainder I directed him to ſell, for 
- which he got thirteen or fourteen thouſand livres. Theſe 
made up the number of what I ſold, as well at ENS as 
in London. Let us now recapitulate. 

I received in ready money in London, five ber "thous 
pounds * ſterling from Mr. Eliaſon, and _y or ay 
pounds from Mr. Gray. 

In exchange I received a beende, a pair of giran- 
dole ear rings, a ring, a ſhrit-pin, a hoop, two ſteel 
ſwords, a pair of ſteel buckles, one pound of pearl ſeed, 

. _ 


n back to London. ; 
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bracelets, a ſmall parcel of pearls, a neck button, con- „ 

vertible into a ring, a ſnuff box, a pair of aſparagus 17, 

_ rongs, a wine ſyphon, a lady's pocket caſe, ſattin and 
gold, with appurtenances, a miniature, a pen- caſe of 


roſes valued ſixty pounds ſterling.” Some few; other 


ſmall articles 1 had from Gray's ſhop, as needles, 
knives, ſteel forks,” ſpring-pincers, ſciſſars, a Pair of 
{ilyer buckles, an opera- glaſs, a ſmall ſteel watch chain. 

I fold at Paris to Mr. Paris ſeveral diamonds, to the 


amount of twenty eight thouſand livres, and I received 


near fifty louis d'ors, for a part of the pearl ſeed carried 


from London by Chevalier O'Neil, the remainder of the 


pearl ſeed was fold to Mordecai, a Jew, reſiding in Rue g 


aux Ours. 
I have already cad, 1 Rad delivered to Gray eweaty⸗ 


two ſtones to ſet in a necklace, and twenty-ſix for drop 
ear-rings. I had acquainted him with the day of my 
departure, and he had promiſed the work ſhould be 
compleated; yet the day previous thereto, he ſhewed _ 


me all the pieces, only ſketched, aſſuring me there was a 
great deal more work than he had at firſt imagined; and 
that if would leave them with him, he had an oppor- 
tunity of conveying them to Paris within a fortnight; 


I left him the diamonds with my addreſs, and ſet out 


upon my journey on a Sunday morning with the Capu- 
chin M Dermot, who attended me as far as Dover. At 


parting with him, I made him a preſent of a box, with a 


very handſome painting on the lid, and 7 his 
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When I left. Paris, I had taken — rwo:thou- 
Lind crowns ; I won at Newmarket” near a thouſand 
pounds ſterling; out of both which ſums I. expended an 


hundred guineas in ſadlery, harneſs and race -horſe body- 
cloaths, a hundred guineas more for a phæton, a hun- 


dred and fifty. guineas in Engliſh ſtuffs and cloaths, for 
myſelf and ſervants ; the reſt was ſpent in travelling and 


during my fix weeks ſtay in London; which will not 


appear extraordinary, when it is known I had taken up 
my reſidence at one of the principal hotels in tliat town; 


that I kept two ſervants, a hired coach and two ſaddle 


horſes, that I often gave entertainmen ts, and that 


keeping the moſt faſhionable company, I was blies. 


* 


to play and enter into expenſive: pleaſures. 
All 1 now had left of the wreck of the famous neck⸗ 


lace, were two rings, one for myſelf, the other belong- 


ing to the Counteſs; a ſmall diamond mounted on a 


plumb- coloured ſtone, a pair of drop ear- rings, and a cir- | 


cle on a black tortoiſeſhell box, and what I had left with 


Gray, namely, the arch leg of twenty two ſtones 5 and 


the ear-rings. | 
Thus have I given a minute detail of the 8 1 
poſſeſſed, and of the manner in which 1 Had re of 


them. #5755 0 — 


From the account I have Cs an have 3 ſet 


forth; of all the diamonds I had in my poſſeſſion, or that 


of the Counteſs, belonging to the necklace, and by 


comparing it with an exact repreſentation thereof, en- 


graved on a ſcale, of the ſize of the diamonds, it appears 
that the Queen had kept Two HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIX 
DIAMONDS a Ne ſame magnitude ; NINTY- EIGHT ſmaller 


ones 


* 


ones of ths: lime Ge is the TWO | FINEST. vrk- 
MONDS of the firſt ſize. The two hundred and papa 
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the regularity of ſo great a number of ſtones. 


a number of diamonds like zhoſe her Majefty kept, to 
mount a pair of bracelets. ' The Queen of France had 
given orders to the ſame Mr. Duyal to procure her ſome 


* 


QA 8 


had retained; which occaſioned him to recollect the order 


Ke ke had received from her Majeſty to procure ſuch dia- 


| WW monds. As ſhe had a great deſire of having bracelets, 
N "WM counterparts of thoſe of the Queen of England, it is proba- 
4 ble, that thoſe ſhe kept will one day be employed to that 


uſe. The Counteſs aſſerts, that her Majeſty having once 
denied, ſhe will ever deny; and that ſuch is her diſpoſition, 

that ſhe would ſooner cauſe the diamonds, to be thrown 
into the ſea, than leave tokens ſubſiſting, of an action 
which has been attended with ſuch horrid conſequences 


63 to us. This i is poſſible ; the only inference I mean to 
it 

. draw, from this long expoſition, is, that our perſecutors 

a having never been able to prove our diſpoſing of a ſingle 

8 carat, more than what I have ſtated; they cannot be cre- 

dited upon that ground, when they ſlander us ſo un- 

5 deſervedly, by ſaying that we ſtole the necklace; all that 
0 1075 can e 1 3 is, that we cannot ad- 


duce 


diamonds were what compoſed the moſt beautiful part 
of the necklace. on the account of the aſſemblage and q 


Mr. Duval who has retired from buſineſs, and iſ 
it to his brother, furniſhed the Queen of England with - 


like them ; but he told me, he never could get a ſuffi- 
cient quantity together. As he knew the necklace, and 
i MW hadit in his hands, I pointed out to him upon the draw- 
ing, what portion I had poſſeſſed, and what the Queen 
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"thaw ba of the Queen's donation.--—How my they 

know? Her Majeſty may perhaps have a reflective, 

- compilitive moment; we await it on her RO 
let them do the ſame. _ No 


It muſt be in the e 8 cio chat 1 cops | 


1 from Bar- ſur-Aube with a hundred louis d'ors, and that 

1 left my family Poſſeſſed | of all my own jewels and thoſe 
of the Counteſs; and a general of all the property 1 
had; that circumſtance, which evidently vouches in fa- 
vour of my innocence, and proves how far I was from 
foreſeeing what has c occured, has, however, contributed 
moſt, to afford my enemies grounds for criminating 
aſſertions; the houſe of Rohan giving out that I was 
gone off with the remainder of the necklace, Thoſe re- 
ports obtaining credit, it was undoubtedly a duty in- 
cumbent on my family ta produce my diamonds and 


thoſe of the Counteſs ; the more ſo, as ſhe had given 


an exact liſt of them a few days after her arrival at the 
"Baſtile ; but calculating and hoping that the family of 
Rohan would prevail over us by our deſtruction, and 
that they would conſequently be able to appropriate 
to themſelves, not only our jewels, but the greateſt 
part alſo of our plate and effects, they neglected, 
to take one ſingle ſtep towards altering or weakening 
the ſuſpicions drawn from my departure -- nor, will 
their ſhameful averice preſently be doubted of. 

| Shortly after the judgment, ſeeing in the public 


papers that they had given up none of our jewels; 1 


fent to them an expreſs, in hopes they would at leaſt de- 
liver to him a part: but what did they do? After ex- 
chirning in abuſive terms againſt me; they ſent him back, 

without 


F 


place where J had hid it, before my departure; and to 
maniſeſt their own honeſty and diſintereſtedneſs, they ſent 
it to the police; perſuaded, that after that voluntary re- 
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Rightly judging I ſhould: not met and that one 
way or the other I ſhould force them to a reſtitution; they 
determined on making a ſacrifice, hoping they might wick 

impunity keep all they had robbed my houſe of. They in 
conſequence put into the Counteſs's caſket her bracelets, 
a ſtar of brilliants, 2 medallion, a pair of girandole ear- 
rings, a plume-bearer, a black tortoiſeſhell, box with a 
circle of brilliants on the lid, a pearl necklace, 4. pair 
of garnet bracelet claſps ſet in gold, and three or four” 
rings, valued at the utmoſt at thirty or forty. guineas. 
They afterwards pretended to have found this caſket in a 


* 


— 


N 


ſtitution, no ſearch would be made at. their houſes, and 
chat they might ſafely write to me (as they actually did) 5 
chat all my property having, in general, been ſeized; it was 
very aſtoniſhing I ſhould daily ſend meſſengers to them, Ei 
to make indiſcreet demands: that once for all I ought e 
to convince myſelf they had nothing belonging to me; f 
they concluded their epiſtle by obſerving, that as I had . 
diſgraced them, I muſt expect no aſſiſtance at their naandds. 
Soon after the receipt of this letter, I received from . 
Paris a ſtatement of all that had been ſold at the Hotel 
de Bullion. Being by this means aſſured of their N 
knavery, I immediately diſpatchgd” another expreſs, cog 
a letter, couched in terms 
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60 alarmed them, ud to 
— a promiſe that they themfelves would 7 to 5 
and deliver to me, what: they. had (as; hex, 
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38 | honda: fixed, „ „ ter 
ty from them, 1 ſent another meſſenger with freſh inftruc- | 
tions. When they found there: was no archer wm 5 a 
tergiverſation, they determined upon ſetting out. 

#1 The inhabitants of Bar- ſur Ai be, I 22 be] 
that my relations had kept part of my Tomb kat, in- 
cennſed at their behaviour in that reſpect, and the Plun- 
dering of my houſe, (ſince the alarm that had been given 
them, had forced a ſurrender of part of my plate, which. 

| they had buried under a dunghill) ſuſpected, that the 
different perſons J had ſent over, were come to claim 
the effects I had left with them. The latter unking 
do baffle the people of the town, and divert their atten - 
tion, ſpread a report that they were going to Paris, Wan, 
took the road to Boulogne; having the precaution, pre- 
viouſly to diſpatch the perſon I had ſent to them, and 
eſpecially to prevent his paſſing through Paris, appre- | | 
5 henſive that he e chere : oy" een N | 
tageats:: 7 
Coming to London a 8 days afrer 5 Cena, 
| — (who at the period I am mentioning had made her ef- 
ow  Cape:) to whom they had refuſed 25 louis d'ors as ſhe. 

__ paſſed through Bar- ſur-Aube, they delivered to me a 
ring, which had formed the ſtud of the necklace, a Wack 
chain which J ſold for 50 pounds ſterling, and a box 1 
had taken in exchange, and which I fold to Gray for 
fixty pounds. Reſtoring theſe three articles, they told 
me, that they were all they had been able to preſerve of 

our jewels. Having had full leiſure to invent theſe fal- 
ſities, and perſuaded that I could not have been inform 
* "__ conduct, and the Ty they (intended 
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Affecking to be Rr with Abet be ln | 
me, I, the ſame day, procure a vrit to be ified, hop- 


remaining Jewels ; but they imagining, from the enqui- 


ries they had made, and the advice they had received, 
previous to their departure, that 1 could not by any 


means moleſt them; they pretended, to ſhew the ut- 


moſt indignation at my conduct, and finally declared 
they had nothing left belonging to me; that they had 
ſold every article, and that, could they have foreſeen 


the ingratitude I now evinced towards them, for what 


they had done, they would have given up all my jewels, 


and even have eee ol the three articles they had 
juſt delivered. 

Judging from their relolite- tone, that ſomething 
more than words was requiſite to bring them to a ſenſe 
of juſtice, I inſiſted no farther ; but urged by neceſſity, 
put the writ into the hands of a ſheriff's officer, who ſoon 
after, though much to my regret, arreſted my uncle, 4 
man of property, childleſs, enjoying the firſt offices in the 


place of his reſidence, and poſſeſſing the eſteem of all its 


inhabitants, and whom I really reſpected. The caſe 
was otherwiſe with his beloved conſort, a deſpicable wo- 
man, deteſted by all who knew her; who, I am certain 
had prevailed on her huſband to be guilty of ſuch a piece 


of meanneſs and injuſtice, The moment ſhe ſaw him 


arreſted, ſne came to me, urging my acceptance of 
| E e 2 | 5 bills 
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= bills the: pe Mend il during * he 
had nothing of mine, and that ſhe was going di: 
with ſome of her own property to pur 
releaſe, Finding ſhe could not make me accede to th 
terms ſhe propoſed, ſhe concluded on acknowlegi 
every thing, + and ſhe actually rer to fetch, What 
ſne abſolutely aſſerted upon . to have been ſurren- 
dered to government. 
On her return ſne gave up two rings chi had vans. 
| ed to the necklace, a pair of drop ear- rings, out of 
which the had taken four diamonds (which. I. only per- 
\ ceived after we parted) a hoop- ring, a neck- but- 
ton, a hair ring, ſet round with ſtones, and another 
ring of ſmall value, The day after this forced reſtitu- 
tion, my relations returned to their own home, where 
they ſhared the remainder. of the ſpoils, nor have 1 
heard of them ſince, but to be informed, in a circum- 
ſtantial manner, of all the havock they have made in my 
houſe at Bar- ſur-Aube, and of the contempt. they have 
drawn upon themſelves by their behaviour towards me. 
As they are capable, aſter all they have done, 
of ſaying, that they came over to bring me the re- 
mainder of the necklace, I think myſelf bound to 
add, that, of all which they reſtored to me, there were 
but three ſtones belonging to the necklace, and of which 
I haye ſpoken above. Every thing elſe, as well-as 
what was ſold at the Hotel de Bouillon in Paris, was 
(within a very | ſmall matter) our Property e we ever 
heard the necklace mentioned. 
J have parted with every 3 which _ Ms 
to me, to Mr. Gray of New Bee Kuen for the ſum of 
two 
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ak N Here the Counress runes the Narvation. ; Sig 8 

25 The Ke my Sniſbaid, having concluded that * 5 
* of our hiſtory, which, as he was ſingly concerned in the 
of tranſactions, he could with greater accuracy relate, 1 
r now reſume my narrative, and think I may ſafely affirm, 


that, whatever prejudices, the iniquitous ſentence” pro- 
nounced againſt me, reſulting from the intrigues both 
of the C Queen and the houſe of Rohan, may have given ; 
birth to; thoſe who feel the ſtrongeſt impulſe, ' cannot 
doubt; after viewing our account; ſupported by fo many 
concurrent and undeniable facts, that we have cruelly 
been made a ſacrifice to pride, ambition, and revenge. 
The bare converſation of Count de la Motte with the 
French Ambaſſador, by diſcloſing the machinations agi- 
e, tated by the Queen's party, ſurely gives a perfect idea 
t- of thoſe that have really been put in practice by the Rohan 
to party: but I do not expect the public to reſt their 
re opinions upon mere aſſertions. I mean to unfold thoſe 
W intrigues of my adverſaries of which I can produce po- 
as 
As 
er 


we 7 * 7 


ſitive proofs; ; and even in theſe I ſhall not be _ to | 
diſplay one. tenth part of their iniquitous: conduct. 

Before I enter into theſe particulars, it is important 

_ to obſerve that, by an unaccountable fatality, annexed 


ht to the nature of the circumſtances, the Queen, | whoſe 
of Cauſe, 8 in the main, was united with mine; or of whom, 
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3 buſineſs; as the tenor of the Letters Patent, affording 
I the over-ruling party of the Cardinal, a pretence for 
4 confining the enquiries ſolely to the affair of the neck; | 
lace, prides from. diſcuſſion. every dat . to | 
that ſubject. 5 
By thefe means, the baſeneſs 4 ther Queen, a3 1 have 
5 obſerved, not being brought into queſtion, and her Ma- 
| Þ hap jeſty not having an intereſt in the proceedings, I found 
| muy ſelf alone, unſupported and without fortune, having 
to ſtruggle againſt the intereſt, wealth, and reputation 
gan illuftrious and powerful houſe, and to aggravate 
theſe circumſtances, I had ſingly to ſtruggle againſt the 


Rn ſecret influence of the Queen herſelf; whom my forced 
| e ah relative to the Cardinal, had incenſed againſt 
8 Is at a wonder, if I "_ under the nnn 
: a adverſarie ? £ att, 1149809 


On the ſuppoſition, which is a winds one, 0 the 
moment I ſaw myſelf involved, in that unhappy affair, 
(ſetting aſide a regard for the truth, ſuperior to that of 
my own ſafety) I had thought fit to have coaleſced with 
N one or other of the parties concerned, I ſhould not have 
been able to have accompliſhed it. I never had, ſor a 
_ fingle-inſtant, the liberty to conſult either juſtice, my 
own inclination, or my real intereſt ; perpetually beſet 
with the agents and emiſſaries of both parties, I ſaw no- 
thing but rocks on every ſide. I could not even 
my mouth, nor make the leaſt obſervation, but 1 beard 
it repeated to me: © If you do that you are undone !“ 


* | gracious Heaven ! cried: I inceſſantly, whom muſt 
3 liſten 


1 


21 Rh 


4 
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ancertiindgy; dan uneaſy aboge We real buſineſs el 1 


grew tired of everlaſtingly thinking: on one object, 5 ifh . 
fell into that ſtate of inſenſibility that produces a kind of 
torpid indifference to conſequences, whether good or 


evil. On one point only my ideas poſſeſſed a degree of 


ſtabilily, becauſe it was what I had long ſince foreſeen. | 
| refleRted thus :---the Queen is bent upon the Cardi- 


nals ruin but the Cardinal has been my benefactor :. 
will it not be monſtrous in me to become the inſtru- 


ment of his deſtruction ?- che Queen has alſo been my 
benefactreſs; if I am averſe to, ſerving the purpoſes of 
her revenge, I ought at leaſt to reverence her ſecrets.--- 


All that might have been reconciled, had diſcretion 
been all that was requiſite. But what was I to anſwer 
to eternal queſtions, moſt of them inſidious ones? how 


extricate myſelf out of that wilderneſs of interrogatories, 
croſs. examinations, &c. capable of perplexing an abler 


head than mine? The confuſion of mind thence ariſing, 
is the only reaſon I can give for the frequent contradie- 
tions into which I was betrayed;---< fay white,” one 
told me, „ or you are undone ;” I ſaid white: © fay 
2ack” ſuggeſted another, © or it is all over with you; 
and of conſequence I faid Black. tc Do not ſpeak. of 
ſuch a thing,” faid a third, © you would ruin all:” I 


was queſtioned concerning this very thing, and anſwer- 


ed incoherently, and little did I fuſpect that all thoſe 
inconſiſtencies would combine to criminate and ſtand as 
proofs againſt me, But, let us paſs through ſome of 


theſe gradations, by which I was led to the precipice : - 


ſome, I 20 A it would require volumes to par- 
| ticulaize | 
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e e rance Baſtzle. 
until che day of abomination; not one Bet Tags I one” 


ſuggeſted to me, 


ruin. 

s firſt thing celine to "be 1 is, ral a * 2 
days previous to that, which T- juſt now called the day 
of abomination, I received a letter, which, I to this day, 


impute to the Baron de Breteuil; the purport. of which 


was, that my fſafery depended on myſelf; that I had no- 


thing to do, but to place every Ae to the account of 


* Cardinal and of e * 


* * 
8 


A manifeſt proof that the anonymous letter re- 


ceived by me three or four days previous to the arreſt 


of the Cardinal, was ſent me by the Baron de Breteuil, 
appears from this circumſtance. It is well known, that 


when he entered officially the Cardinal's hotel at Paris, 

hoping to find there the correſpondence, and enraged on 

hearing that a courier diſpatched to the Abbe Georgel, 

had fruſtrated him in obtaining that object, as the pa- 
pers had all been committed to the flames; he cried 
out, upon ſeeing the buſt of Caglioſtro, © I meet every 


* where with nothing but the figure of that mounte- 
« bank; but, patience, I hope there will be an end of 
« jt ſoon.” ----I was at that moment very quiet at Bar- 
ſur-Aube, and he only expreſſed himſelf thus, becauſe 
under a perſuaſion that I ſhould implicitly follow * 


counſels he had given me in lus letter. 


„ 


. » 


- On the- ca Augu {hich was 1 Cafrlal 467 the 
Baſtile, (already incenſed againſt the Cardinal, Pho, in in 
order to enſnare the Queen and ſave himſelf, threw all 


the blame upon me 3) 1 perceived the Commillary Ch 


non advancing towards me; who, having had his leſſon 


from the Baron de Breteull, aſked me what 1 ſhould fay 
in my defence ?----RecolleCting then the letter I had 
received, but unwilling to go as far as the anonymous 
writer adviſed me I anſwered, that I would fay, the ” 
Cardinal had made me a preſent of a quantity of dia- 


monds, without my having a knowledge whether or not 


they belonged to the necklace. He adviſed me not to 
_ purſue that method, repreſenting that it would prepoſſeſs 
the King againſt me. That would be acknowledging my- 
ſelf a miſtreſs to the Cardinal; and in that caſe it would 


appear no wonder he ſhould have made me ſuch a pre- 


ſent, © ſay rather,” added he, that „ he gave them to 


* be diſpoſed of by you, to his advantage, and that you 
« have remitted to him the ſums received for thern---- 
«- that will wear the greater air of probability, and be 
« infinitely more decent for you.” fo 

This was the firſt advice, that confeſs myſelf ak 
enough to follow, and which, while it Produced my ruin, 
preſerved the Cardinal; becauſe, it was not poſſible for 
me to prove that I had paid him the money; whereas 


had J purſued the mode I had planned, and faid that 

he had given me a great number of diamonds ; he would 
have been unable to prove the contrary : but ir was not 
till ſome conſiderable time after that I felt the difference 


of thoſe two declarations, The commiſſary, whotn I 
plainly dae to be the inſtrument of the Baron de 
Ff | Prefeudl, 
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Beetoull; hay: made ĩt his buſineſs to Hoy me 48 mich 
as poſſible from roflecting on my ſituation, and in order 
to fix my whole: attention, had given me Wende 
that the Queen would protect, and ſpeedily bring me 

out of the Baſtile: An additional reaſon,” ſaid he to 
me, © for avoiding to ſpeak of any preſent you have re- 
« ceived; becauſe the Cardinal would not fail to an- 
te ſwer, that you had told him, thoſe diamonds were 
te preſented to you by the Queen; in which caſe, her 
« Majeſty would be expoſed, a circumſtance you muſt 
te take ſpecial care to avoid.” In vain I repreſented 
to him, that did I not comprehend how I could diſpenſe 
with mentioning the name of the Queen, in a buſineſs, of |, 
which ſhe had been the eſſential ſource, Hy abs 
ur F you name ber, 2 are Pn: = 02, 


38 


1 * When I . a Fenz viſe from the Coon. 
ſary: Chenon, he communicated a letter, he ſaid he had 
received from Baron de Breteuil, whoſe writing I knew 
again. He gave him notice what Counſel he had cho- 
ſen, and pointed out the methods of engaging them to 
undertake my defence. He adviſed me to write to 
them, in ſuch manner as to make them ſenſible, that by 
pleading for me, they would certainly do what Was 
highly pleaſing to the Queen, the Baron de Breteuil, 
| &c., without however naming them. In order to leave 
no.doubt remaining, he perſuaded me to add, that they 
might go to the police, and receive the information of 
wr 1 had adyanced. This ed to me to be an 


ex cellent 
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The Lappef Doillot, . Mr. 1 e in A 
manner ſent me for a one, e allo by forbidding. | 


17 nme 
- 2 93 8 y e 6 * * 3 ; 
* * is 21] 3 4 ' OY: 6 - 7 A 8 5 
9 * : * 

dat 8 £ * ar 8 1 4 4. M —— "#3 14 EW 4. 3 8 1 

* = - F 6 , TR 9 r : Px 7 : © ” _— ” . * 1 4 7 

Ft 3 = OPS % F3. 1 K 4 7 2 3 n R 2228 oF 1 AI" # e 1 i 

N E 7 D 5 / ; 1 F 4 2 = . ; 

— 13 en 9 - * . | 


erscht piece of —..— and looking on 7 ti 3 *% 


Breteuil as entirely governed by the Queen, 1 wrote 
without heſitation what the commiſſary dictated to me. 
| He took upon him the charge of conveying the let, 
ters. Thoſe, to whom they were addreſſed, did not de- 


lay (after. they had been to Mr. De Crone s) to preſent 
themſelves to defend me; but the vanity and jealouſy 


of Mr. Doillot, made him reject two celebrated Coun; 
| ſellors, and it was at chat moment he publiſhed. his 
firſt memorial, which. is a mixture of. nonſenſe and falſe 
hood. At the ſame period the commiſſary Chenon had. 
deſired me to give him, in writing, all that 1 had ver- 
verbally communicated” ro him, intending, as he ſaid, 


to lay it before the Baron de Breteuil, who being in- 


formed of the whole connexion, would be the more 
concerned for me. As I was one day employed i in that 
bufineſs 4 which L had almoſt brought to a concluſion. 


#42 


Doillot came in; I related to him what was paſſing be- 
tween the commiſſary and the Baron de Breteuil, and 
ſhowed him the memorial I was preparing for him. 


He began to exclaim againſt me, called me child, per- 
ſuaded me, from ſeveral circumſtances which he related, 
that the commiſſary fought to deceive me, and con- 


cluded, by prevailing on me to permit no more of his 


viſits; a piece of advice I punctually followed. At his 


8 — me he took up and pocketted the memorial. 
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me ever to utter the Queen's, A 2 me, 95 
n. 


good authority, that "foe would protect me the other 


5 Hand, the Cardinal's party ſought to engroſs1 me to them 


ſelves. De Launey, Governor of the Baſtile, devoted 
to the houſe of Rohan, had placed near me, à certain 
Abbe Lequele, Chaplain to that horrid. priſon; ;. Whoſe 
Principal employ was to paſs from the Cardinal's apart- 
ment to mine, from mine to the Cardinal's, and ta 
concert our reſpectiye anſwers again the dime we were 


It may regdily be ſuppoſed, thoſe 8 were 0 = | 
culated, that, without my perceiving it, mine had 21 8 
ways a tendency to confirm the probability of the Car- ; 
dinat's. I indeed ſometimes experienced moments of 
aiſtruſt, but that villain of an Abbé was ſo dextrous, 
ſhewed ſo much concern, and affected ſo much regar 


for me, t that 1 acquieſced in every thing he propoſed, 


Aa 4+ „ 


5555 was infor med of - Cay thing, br gught me meſſages ; | 


, O43 62. 


| objects to which the: examination would be pointed 
* To-morrow, he would fay to. me, © you will be 


6c brought face to face with the Cardinal; he will per- - 
ea be brought to on, to you fuch and ſuch things; 
: cc { hewary 


Mt. _ 8 ad. 42 
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© 3 1 King may require of that lawyer to produce the 
memorial, as alſo the one he made me afterwards write ; 


he will judge, by t the reſemblance, that ] never varied, 
when I ſpoke the truth; and that the circumſtances ] | 


this day relate, are abſolutely the ſame as thoſe I com- 
mitted to papet at the periods 1 am ſpeaking of, 


ce 25 " impoſſible | * ever ob Pe ope Ir in- 
. tereſted in it; ;---the Chapter of Straſburgh is moving 
« heaven and earth, you will perceive, and the Car- 
« dinal charges me to. aſſure Jou, that this affair will | 
x « terminate without. A judgment, and the Queen will 
"a 10 be non ſuited. 05 T he misfortune. is, that he cannot 
0 
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9 75 
g J IC 
SAC? — ins 3 — penned — | 


„ — * "Since 1 have — 7 in N 1 Hare SI in 1 15 
: | Journal. of a a writer, intitled cc Secret Memoirs for the Hj. | 
f tory of the Republic of Letters in France” | a letter from 
„ | Abbe Georgel to the Princeſs of Marſan. 1 deemed i it 
; fo much the more necelſary to inſert 1 it here, as the ret | | 

der will judge by its contents, that Abbe Lequele drew _ 
J WM tis information from the ſame ſource as Abbe Georgel, 
e | and that! in lieu of Baron de Planta, I unfortunately. was 
. pitched upon for the victim to be ſacrificed to diſgraced 
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9 129 Sept 40 rs 3 
"Minn e 
cEASE to be 3 concerning our a „ 
He bore with all the dignity of a Rohan, the unthought 
e of blow aimed againſt him. His health continues good, | 
Jin his confinement; the ſeverities of which are mode- _ 
1, rate, and his ſoul is at peace, as much. as that of an | 
1 E man, under ſuch accuſations can be, who fore- 
* ſees he never ſhall bag Judged, But if authority recedes, 
> will | 


pol that aging the Joſs of his own 
25 head. 10 n that * . be Þas 


. 1 a 4 

2 
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will not that b. a lügen? 1 The King with the 24. 
vice of his council, has Juſt referred the matter to the 


£54, As 
= = = 

© > 

© 
: A 


Parliament. The letters. patent are regiſtered.” The 


whole procedure may very likely terminate there; for 
in ſhort, the trial of a mere clerical. perſon cannot. be 
| carried c on but before = See E Have Aa 


ous 5 


our Kings; ; not Une could perſonally 8. 8 to i; 15 
the Chancellor d. Agueſſeau himſelf allows, that out of 
twelve inſtances, thee are eleven i in behalf of the church; | 
nor can he deny its being the firſt body in the ſtate. L 1p, | 


1754 the trial. of Cardinal de Retz was referred to 


the Parliament by letters-patent, which unqueſtionably 
ſerved as a precedent to thoſe of 1785. But three years 


after, a ſolemn declaration repealed the decree ; confirms 


ing the ancient right of Biſhops, to be tried only by mae 


own metropolitans. 


The caſe was a crime of e and all the 


pretenſions on the part of the Crown was, that a crime 


of that nature ſuſpended all immunities. So that when 


now ſee, Madam, what all the buſtle of the day may 
come to. Do not however think, that there is any un- 


ſkillfulneſs in the Keeper of the Seals, and the Count 


de 


7 


there. is nothing that concerns the King or ſtate, no 
doubt but the common-law is in its full force. You 


1 


a 


Whos Dn Eh ape eb 
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« done you, yoo! could. not without-@ beatt-breaking bee es 


d 


« bring him to the ſeaffuld.” ec, What am 1 to do tlie 


anſwered I keenly, & if I can neither impeach the Car- L 


> « dinal} nor e , it will all fall upon 2 . 
; . N : | $? &T% B45” . cc In 


* 
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* 2 2 run * + . 4 a 2 1 
85 82 25 ; g f 5 


de ven ; 0 boch 3 hah ah are row; the | 
one is converſant in the French law, the other under- 


ſtands the Roman politics; they alone could afford light, 


but they are our friends. They are actuated by the fame 
' views, the ſame averſions. They know that the Elector 


of Mentz will demand a revocation, that Rome will lay 


claim, that the clergy will remonſtrate, that even the 


empire will murmur. They have hitherto been ſilent, 
and paid a ſeeming deference to the apparent equity of 
committing the matter to a national tribunal. If the 


clamours are not ſufficiently powerful, the proceedings of 
the Parliament will continue, but in ſuch a manner as 


to operate neither againſt the accuſers nor the accuſed; 

if difficulties increaſe, the King will retract, which will 
be ſo much the more in our favour, as there will be 
greater perplexity in the carrying on the buſineſs. There: 
will then no longer be but one victim requiſite. to ſacrifice to 
offended power. Why ſhould not the Baron, who was 


only an agent, be diſmiſſed as the principal? We ſhould 


completely triumph; all intereſts would be reconciled, 
revenge would be gratified, and reſpective enmities: 
would ceaſe, Madam,, I have communicated facts, let 


thoſe lache dern ſecret for your life. I 1-300 44 Ser 
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« W fruation 7 would tell the truth; Ter as lun 


an Se thang diamonds of the Qn. 


No; —but there is danger in telling it; becbels it 
« is telling that ſhe received the neeklace, and that is 


e what ſhe wont allow. —Generally ſpeaking, at that 


time I ſaw no one but the Abbe Lequele, who often 


came, and told me, the C ardinal grew very weary of the 


protrattion of his trial, and thar his health declined 


daily. I, complaining on my fide, and with greater 
reeaſon, aſked him, if there was no poſſibility of putting 


a period to the buſineſs? A thought that inſtant oc- 


curred to me of writing to the Queen, T imparted to him 5 
my idea, which met with his approbation, he, even 
charging himſelf with the delivery of the letter. I vrote 1 


therefore in his preſence nearly in theſe term. 


Mau, 5 | 4 $1 . 2 | 


ih 


' NOTWITHSTANDING all the ce of my 
ftugtion, not a ſingle complaint has eſcaped: me; all the 
inſidious methods that have been practiſed to extort 


confeſſions from me, have ſerved only to ſtrengthen me 
in the reſolution, of never ſaying any thing, by which 


you may be brought into queſtion; yet, perſuaded as I 


am, that my fidelity and diſcretion ought to facilitate 


my being extricated from my difficulties; I own to you, 
chat the efforts of the family of the * Slave,” make me 


fear 1 ſhall become a victim. Three months examination 


of anxieties of every kind, the deſpondency of ſeeing 


myfelf accufed = who am LH has greatly weak- 


ened 


fl 


ened my fortitude, _ 1 me 1 I ſhall 
not be able, much longer, to be ſteady in that reſolve. 0 
You have it in your power to put an end to this un- 


happy buſineſs, by cauſing it to be negociated by B. 


He may give to the Miniſter what turn his intelligent 
mind may ſuggeſt to him, avoiding particularly to bring 
you into ' queſtion. The dread I am under of ſeeing 
myſelf forced to a full diſcovery, drives me to the mea- 


ſure I now adopt, perſuaded Madam, that you will give 


orders to have this unfortunate matter brou ght to a 
concluſion. 


4 am with the molt profound reſpect, 

Mapau's moſt obedient ſervant, 1 

| COUNTESS DE VALOIS DE LA MOT TE. 
Api th Me > 

I gave him my letter to nk which he 1 of, 

and propoſed my communicating it to the Cardinal. As 


the latter was at leaſt as much intereſted as myſelf, in 
having the proceedings terminated. I law no impro- 


priety in ſo doing: I delivered to him my letter, and 


pointed out the manner of conveying it ſafely, by i in- 
cloſing it under three covers. He put it into his pocket, 


and after an hour's converſation on various topics, he 


pretended to go, then ſtopping for a conſiderable time, 


as if full of thought, and at laſt obſerved to me, that, 


upon mature reflexion, it was not poſſible for him to de- 
1 G 8 | ver 


1 * 
j 

| 

f 

| 

| 


nabe duch 4 4 iner withbiue" rendering bim latte i Þ | 
be alſo furniſhed with an apartment in the Baſtile ; for 


it being univerſally known, that he was the only perſon 5 


1 converſed with, people would naturally turn an eye of 


ſuſpicion upon him, as to the delivery of ſuch a letter 
from me. He therefore returned it, ſaying he would 
ſpeak of it to'the Cardinal, and that ſome perſon ſhould 


be thought of, that might undertake the commiſſion, 


Without incutring the ſame degree of danger. A re 
Thus it was that wretch, by buoying me up wich 


hopes; found means to induce a converſation with me, . 


and to take advantage of every unguarded you: that . 


might eſcape me. 75 
The examinations being ended, I had the | precious 


permiſjon to ſee my San Doillot, who, if not natu- 


rally diihoneſt, was influenced by the Baron de Breteuil; 
conſequently full of no other conſideration than that of | 
bringing the Cardinal to the black, and preventing the 
Queen's being, in any manner whatſoever, betrayed and 


expoſed. ? 
His firſt viſit to me, after. the concluſion & the | 


examinations, will evince, by the account he brought 


how many ſhifts and ſtratagems had been ufed , 
to diſguſt him, and prevent his drawing up his * 


cond memorial. Wiſhing to be informed of the re- 


ſult of the examinations, he went to Mr. Laurencelle* C's, 
deputy to the Attorney General, who after much tergi- | 
verſation, and pretended impoſſibility for him to com- 
municate any thing, ſaid, at laſt, that J had made a full 


confeſſion, of which he had proof in writing; that the 


9 mad I had ſince fallen into, for having made 
ſuch 


— 


0 


9 


fuch ln. had 3 it ;mpoſble.£ Gia to 


be ſeen; that a few days before, I wo bitten off the / 
thurgb of my. turn-key, St. John. 9 1 

D oillot, ſtunned with this eee ns Sh 8 
he could not believe it, after all I had told him, and the 
writings I had given to him, The deputy ſceing him in 
this ſtate of uncertainty, and looking upon him, as al- 
ready di] poſed to believe whatever he might ſuggeſt, 
imparted. to him the examinations, wherein he read the 


confeſſion I had made, Stupified with amazement, in- 


cenſed at having been ſo groſsly deceived, he walked 
haſtily about the room, curſing thoſe who had preyailed 
on him to undertake my defence, &c. Growing ſome- 


what calm, and recollecting all the methods uſed to im- 
poſe on me, as well as himſelf; he requeſted to look 


over the examinations a ſecond time, and particularly 
to aſcertain my ſignature, as alſo thoſe of the other par- 
ties, which Laurencelle abſolutely refuſed his aſſent to, 
Suſpecting therefore a deſign. to deceiye him, and 
prevent his coming any more to me in the Baſtile, 
he withdrew, determined to ſearch into the truth. He 
in conſequence. of what had paſſed, paid me a viſit, in 
ſpite of all oppoſition te his family and friends. His 
ſerious and inquiſitive countenance, on entering the 
apartment, appeared to me ſo much the more extraor- 
dinary, from having written down and recapitulated all 
that paſſed during the whole time of the examinations. 


I could not imagine what had produced ſuch an altera- 


tion: at length, after ſignifying g his ſurpriſe at my chear- 


fulneſs, he acquainted me with all that had happened at 


Laurencelle's, wih the reports that were circulated, with 
G g 2 the 


with my fit of rage, in which I had bitten off my turn- 
key's thumb. Poor St. John, who was preſent at this 


mony of the truth, ſaid, that © the Governor, who. was 
« ſold to the family of Rohan, was the fabricator of 
« thoſe calumnies ; and that he was ready to ſtand be- 
e fore his face, and reproach him with his infamous be- 
« haviour from the very beginning of the buſineſs. ” 
He added, that “ far from my being outrageous, as it 


ec was pretended, I had been too mild; and that in my 
« place, he ſhould not have been able to bear, with 


« thoſe villains, but would have torn their eyes out.“ 


J then delivered to Doillot my examinations, which T - 
had taken care to write down at each ſitting ; and after 


reading them over, and being delighted with them, he 


required me to ſign my name at the bottom of every 


Page, in order to leave no doubt of their authenticity ; 


then went out triumphantly, promifing to have all the 
particulars J had been relating to him immediately 
printed. Before I let him depart, I told him of the 


ſnare which the knaviſh Abbe had laid for me; to 


Which he anſwered, that © I muſt be good indeed, to 


ce puzzle my brain with ſuch a parcel of pitiful ſtuff; 
« that he was glad my letter had not been conveyed to 


« the Queen, as it could not but have produced a Bad 


the 0 confeſſion I had Wii and particularly 


| Rory, could not contain himſelf, but after bearing teſti. 


_ 7 +. 


« effect, and indiſpoſed her to be inimical to me; 


« that in a word, once for all, I ought to be perſuad- 


cc ed, I ſhould come off with flying colours.” He was 


all this time drawing up memorials, writing briefs, void 


of common ſenſe, ſhapeleſs aſſemblages of abſurdities 


and 


* 


"5 


N 


and falfhoods: 3 making me declare in every. page, that 1 


had never ſeen the Queen, and forcing me to affirm / 
it before my judges: whereas my natural. and ſure de- 


fence was, to ſay (what v was inceſſantly in my l heart and 


on my lips) that the Queen had loaded me with favours, 


ever ſince the period, when through the accident I be- 
fore mentioned, I had been ſo e as to intereſt ber 


Majeſty in my behalf. 

When Doillot was departed, Abbe Del came to 
know whether I had not charged him with the letter I 
had written to the Queen? J anſwered I had not.--- 
« You did very right, * replied he, '« I have talked the 
matter over with the Cardinal, who thinks it would 
have paſſed through the hands of Baron de Breteuil, 
« who would not have failed making his e of 
e by hindering i it from reaching the Queen.“ 

1 preſerved the letter to the moment of my appearing 
before the Parliament, determined (if I diſcovered an 
intention of ſacrificing me) to drop it as I went out, 
which would neceſſarily have brought on an explanation, 
that I would have entered 1 inte, by enn the whole 


affair. 
Unfortunately Ft me, I ſaw myſelf encouraged and 


e and in conſequence of the hopes all along 
given to me, during the trial, I went back, perſuaded 
I ſhould gain my cauſe. On my entering the keeper's 
parlour, I related to his wife, who was very kind to me, 
all that had juſt been tranſacted; imparting the circum- 
| ſtance of the letter, which I ſhewed her; ſhe called in 
her huſband, who, terrified beyond meaſure, Mut the 


door; upon us, and immediately burnt the letter. 
From 
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From every. has 1 Io clad. it appears that 
was nearly in the caſe of a patient, to whom. one phyſi- 7 
cian fays : © If you eat you will die of indigeſtion ;” 
another, * if you do not cat you'll periſh through mere 
c want.“ The fact is, that die I muſt; for ſeeing be- 
fore my eyes the ſord or poiſon, in caſe I mentioned 
the Queen's name, I took care not to do it; but then 
by not naming her, I fixed upon myſelf the guilt of 
purloining the necklace.---And indeed, from the mo- 
ment it was apparent the Cardinal would extricate him- 
ſelf, either through the treachery or inability of my 
counſel, it became clear, that a victim muſt fall, and 
that I was deſtined to be the ſacrifice. It is at once 
| ſhocking and remarkable, that both the judges and 
| © evidences united to aim the mortal blow at me. The 
epitome of the examinations (which the public never, 

had knowlege of, but through the unfaithful narrative | 

of the impudent lawyer T arget) would impreſs the mind 0 
A with horror, if the records that contain it, were expoſed. 
. to every eye. I will adduce 2 few ae which FF 
cannot have forged. | 

We muſt not loſe ſight of: a fact I 8 po men- a 
tioned, and which is now univerſally known; that is, „ 
that as well in the previous interrogatories, as in the ex- | | 
aminations, neither the Cardinal nor myſelf ever uttered 1 
one word of truth; the reaſon of which is very plain: 2 
that i is, had we done fo, it was under Penaliy of forfeiting t 


our lives. Neither the Cardinal nor myſelf were to f 
name the Queen ; what therefore could we ſay, that 
' bore reſemblance to what the truth really was ?---Se- 0 


e as 1 have alſo prevzoully obſeryed, both of us el 
bein g 


N 


n r 
e 3 PEE, eto is 


bell prepared to utter pohly but — Se 
poſitions, declarations and various ſpeeches, were a 

ready calculated game, in which it is evident, that, ſee- 
ing the immenſe inequalities of our ſtations, the ad- 
: vantage could not be on my fide; for 1 played the 
d weak hand againft whom! ? a great Queen: and a power- 
f ful Lord! Was it poſſible that evidences, of the caſt of 


\ 


thoſe who appeared in this affair, ſhould waver a mo- 
ment between me and either of my adverſe parties ?--= 
7 and indeed, what was the conſequence ? Why, that in 
all the affidavits, obtained at a vaſt expence, marks of 
41 bribery and corruption ſtare me in the face? I aſk. 
* pardon of Monſieur Dupuis de Maree, ſolicitor - in the 


d iniquitous proſecution, but I can prove him to have 
8 prevaricated to a ſcandalous exceſs. Let us refer only 
T, | to one circumſtance, the iniquity of the ſentence, wich 


e crowned all the iniquities practiſed againſt me. Her 
&d Majeſty was a powerful Queen, the C ardinal as power- 
4 ful a Prince: I had nothing but the name of Varors to 
„ render me of any conſequence. It has been ſeen that, 
| being equally made the victim of misfortune, from the 
7 advice dictated by the malice of my enemies, and the 
„ intereſts which 1 had occaſioned, I was led aſtray by 
me counſels of both friends and foes. There remains for 
+ me to prove the corrupt evidence produced againſt me, 
: and the prevarication, with which I charged the Solici- 
dor; and by quoting inſtances of the den 1 * 
> | furniſh ſome of the Ae. | 
b. Firſt, having unhappily entruſted that villain Le: 
- | quele with che particulars of the affair, who, a ſpy of 
80 the Governor's; and a creature of the Cardinal's, was 
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-mdeetfgity: 2 mot 1 e it is thads ma- 
nifeſt by the event, that he at the ſame time communi- 


cated to the Cardinal's counſel, and to his own patron, 
what I had communicated relative to Villette and the 


girl Olivia, and that it was purſuant to that imprudent 
ſtep of mine, that the Rohans ſtimulated the authority | 


of their friend de Vergennes, to have thoſe two perſons 
taken into cuſtody, in order to inſtruct them, and make 
them depoſe whatever ſhould be e judged ſuitable to their 


pPurpoſe. 
Scarce had Villette 1 1 Baſtile, — they 


enſured him his ſafety, and. furniſhed him with the 


means, by ſuggeſting the idea of writing to Count de 
Vergennes, who, certainly muſt be ſuppoſed to have 


perſonal intereſt in the buſineſs. He therefore wrote to 
that miniſter, that he had matters to impart of the ut- 
moſt importance, which he could entruſt to none but 


himſelf. The wily ſtateſman, who had adviſed this plan 
of proceeding, but would not appear the leaſt con- 
cerned in the proſecution, cauſed him to be told, it was 
impoſſible for him to grant Villette an audience, but 


that he might with equal ſafety © entruſt every thing 


with the Governor.” He might as yell have faid <« to 
the Cardinal and his counſel. 5 | 

Villette having objected to diſcloſing himſelf, he was 
adviſed to write a ſecond letter to Mr de Vergennes, 


with a ſincere confeſſion of all he knew: to which he 
anſwered, he would willingly comply, but for the fear of 


expoſing the Queen. © Well” ſaid they to him, © do 
«© not expoſe her; cannot you omit her name, and tell 
every thing elſe you know? As he ſeemed perplexed, 


they ſaved him the trouble of arranging his depoſitions, 
End OS 
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at the very fir day. > ad him ready 


prepared. They pointed out to him the nature of thoſe 
confeſſions he was to avoid, and ſuggeſting ſuch; as he 
ner as the Baron de Breteuil, Count D'Adhemar, the 
Commiſſary Chenon, and others, calling themſelves parti- 
fans of the Queen, had dictated to my huſband and me, 
Lay all to the Cardinal's account: the partiſans of 


che Rohans ſaid to the witneſſes whom they inſtructed, 


« Lay. every thing to thg charge of the Counteſs de la 

ce Motte.“ But it will be ſaid to me, What proofs 
< have you for theſe aſſertions ?---they may be ſlander- 
te ous”---what proofs? I could bring many, bur one 
enly is ſuffcient. It is this: in whatever light the af- 
fair is conſidered, Villette, by his ow n confeſſion, was 
at leaſt guilty of a ſpecies of forgery, which if not deem- 
ed of a nature ta incur a capital, at leaſt deſerved ſome 
kind of puniſhmerit. Was he puniſhed ? No, on the 
contrary his circumſtances were rendered eaſy, he had a 


ſettlement made upon him, in a word he was rewarded ! 


for what? for the docility with which he complied in 
being ſilent upon the Queen's account, and in placing 
every thing criminal to mine. Needs there any farther 
proof of flagrant corruption ?---Informed as I am, to the 
minuteſt particulars, how that ſcene of iniquity was 
carried on, I regret that I am obliged to declare from 
whom my intelligence was received ; but whatever I do 
not reveal in theſe Memoirs, will be through want or 
recollection. I ſay therefore, that my author, for thoſe 
particulars, is the CREvALIER pu Pucer, the King's 
Lieutenant of the Baſtite, who was As” at all thoſe 
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we cal carried on by the Stine; Tt 
tion he conceived in conſequence of them, determined 
him to inform me, that I might make my advantage 
of them. Accordingly. on a croſs examination with that 


Villette, I made him confeſs the matter, and then, ob- 


ſerving to him there were, excluſive of the Governor, 


other perſons who prevailed on him ta make depoſitions 


concerning ſuch and ſuch particulars, he had the ho- 
neſty to ſay, “It is true, it was thoſe two Gentle- 
men, pointing at the ſame time to the Solicitor and the 
Recorder !---Haw wonderful the! integrity of that Soll- 


citor !---T know not what it brought him in, but the 


ſum muſt have been large, if proportioned to the infamy 
he had brought upon himſelf. I. ſhall return to him 
more than once. I beg permiſſion to ſay a few words 
eoncerning "poor Oliva. I ſhall firſt obſerve, that ſhe 


| . Was fo fimple, ſo very ſimple, that all the-wilyneſs of 25 


the de Launay's (0, of the de Puis de Marce's (), of 


the Fremin's (Þ), never could make her fay yes, in- 
| ſtead of no; Black in lieu of white: and indeed for that 
reaſon all her depoſitions and examinations remained 
buried in the Baſtile. She never could be diverted 


from the native ſimplicity of her narrative: ingenuouſly 
relating the adventure of the green-arbour, and main- 
taining to the very laſt, the Queen's being preſent. In 


vain did they obſerve to her, that timidity had made 
' her ſee one object inſtead of another, that hs might be 


deceived | 


N 


* Goyernor of the Baſtile. . The. Solicitor. 
Ps The Recorder, | 


N : 5 ; 
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r iet chrongy Bs of the hight: in ſhot 

dhat ſhe was pur-blind;:Oliva not apprehending that her 

# anſwers were prompted-to her, in order to bring her off 

a perſiſted ſtoutly; and: her laſt word was: I am very 

5 «. certain that I both ſaw and heard the Queen, and that 

«© ſhe ſpoke to me. It muſt be readily conceived that 

When they came to confront her with me; they ſpared no 

„ Pains). to bias her; there was no poſſibility of burying 

5 the words. ſhe ſpoke before me, as the interrogatories £ 

: nights: for that reaſon they dreaded to let her ſpeak. 

Io obviate this poſitive inconvenience, the Solicitor | 


© thought to ſurmount the difficulty, by putting the queſ- 
/ tions to her, in ſuch a manner, that the had nothing to 
a] ads but anſwer by a mere negative or affirmative. I did 
$ not let that eſeape me, but deſired Mr. Dupuis de 
© Marce * to ſuffer her to ſpeak, and not to be her mouth- 
fi i © piece.” (a trivial expreſſion, which occurred to me 
I know not how) He bluſhed---was ſtung with rage 
and getting up like a demoniac, put an end to the ſeſ- 


it ſion II! Apropos, of this ſeſſion fo haſtily put an end 
d to, it is now time for obſerving, that he never did other- 
d wiſe, but, daily, had recourſe: to that artifice. When- 
1 ever the Cardinal was in a dilemma and that the wor- 
* thy Solicitor, or the Recorder Fremin, could not by 
n their ſignificant looks and glances, either ſilence him, or 


e ſuggeſt his anſwers, they immediately quitted their ſeats; 
e at other times, when they ſaw me grow warm, and ap- 
4 pear ready to convict the Cardinal by ſome unanſwer- 
able argument, they would ſooth me; would affect to 
pacify me, to make me loſe the thread of my diſcourſe ; "A 

— 1 I could not recover again, either becauſe the 
: A's Z 


t * 


flurry of my pin chrew my ideds | into e or 
that they did not allow me leiſure to recollect myſelf,-- 
The caſe was nat the ſame” in reſpect to the Cardinal; 
they would ſtop him ſhort in the middle of a ſentence. 
J have often ſeen the Solicitor, and the Recorder Fre- 
min, as red as fire, riſe up with emotion, and ſay to the 
Cardinal, „ Hold your tongue you have no me- 
2 mory- vou are contradicting what you Wee 
« ſuch a day.” Thoſe gentlemen had ſtill another re 
ſnares... Whatever was faid in favour of the Cardinal, 
was committed-to-writing. with incredible eagerneſs. and 
punctuality; but if they came to any circumſtancę that 
; - tended, the leaſt in the world, to [expoſe him, I way 
forced to exert myſelf, even paſſionately,” to make 
the Recorder take it down; who ſtill found ways to baf- 
fle me. It is a fact, that upon a ſecond peruſal of the 
depoſitions, or perſonal examinations 'before each other, . 
of the preceding day, I ſeveral times perceived them to 
be altered; and obtaining no redreſs when I made men- 
tion of it, F frequently aroſe and declared I would, 
3 « attend no more, and that ſince thoſe gentlemen were 
= _ © bent upon finding me guilty, they might as well paſs 
judgment on me e 4 Oe Nog uſe . 
. 4 e 
At one time [ held my Wien * a while week, 
nor could be prevailed upon, but by preſſing ſolicita- 
tions on all hands, to return te what I called the 
« Altar of ſacrifice.” It was in theſe ſcenes of iniquity 


| by that thoſe vile men preſumed to call me a © wicked - 
man: and I am indebted to them for a name, which 


p leg ailing from their conduct, has too often at- 
* i „ ᷑ -V tached 
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ny to me. Sure that epi 

accuſers, to thoſe who not Content wit 
tions and artifices I have been diſclofir N had- moreover 
the villdiny to alter and interpolate the records, by add= 


ing Of" ſuppreſfing or! their ſtamped Paper, 48 beſt fuited 


their purpoſes; ; by omitting what operated againſt them, 
or by introdueing ſpeeches that were never ſpoken.” I 
once very diſtincthy oyerheard tlie Bonet Dupuis de 


Marc ſay to the Recorder, et ger your lines 4 "little 


wider from one another. Another legerdemain trick I 
beg leave to expoſe: I had one day ſtoutly inſiſted on 
ſomething conſeqͥuential, that had dropped from the 


Cardinal, being taken down. The Recorder anſwering, 


«He had no room left, 'but- would add it on the next leaf, 
1 would not leave him till he had noted it in the mar- 
gin, (5) which he did; but they! took care that day, | 
not to * my Hgnature' to it. T "ou afterwards 
| 5 was 
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* The Cardinal tide b on ſeveral occa- 


ſions, that he uſed to ſend me by his Swiſs porter and 


his valet de chambre four, ve and ſir louis d'ors in 
cards. Being one day terrified with the ruſtling I occa- 
fioned by various papers I had in my pocket, and un- 


| mindful of his former depoſitions; he faid he was ſure 


I had received at #wwo inſtallments, fix HUNDRED THOU- | 
SAND LIVRES Which had been placed in the hands of his 

notary, 1 permitted him to proceed to the end; not 
failing afterwards to make him obſerve the contradic- 


tion; 1 out to him, chat fince he was ſure, I had 


received 


1 was \avſented with, a: a to ſign, at 
with, the examination of the day ; Ie; on my. zerufing whit 

| I diſcovered i it was: the very lame, on which 1 had cauſed 

a note to be ſet down in the margin but that note was 

no longer to be found there. L:exclaimed, againſt, ſuch 

a piece of perfidiouſneſs ; J was: anf wered with Pprevari- 
cating arguments, and the note was not reſtored. 
Another day I was in reality wicked as thoſe gen- 
wry. were pleaſed to call me; They confronted- me-with 
aglioſtro, | and that. Mountebank, a8. rude as he is 
ſmameleſs, took the liberty to treat me with unbeeoming 
| language, which proved wonderfully entertaining to Mr. 
Dupuis de Marce. I quickly put an end to the ſcene, 
| by---throwing a candleſtick at the guack's head, and 
turning towards Monſieur. the Solicitor, I told him, that 
if he had an inclination to heighten the denouement of the 

| farce, I requeſted he would. ſupply me with a breom- 
2 ſtick, It was on that occaſion 1 diſcovered a freſh piece 
| of villainy in the j junto. Caglioſtro enraged and foaming 
at the mouth, ſaid to me He will eome, thy Villette, 
« he will come; it is he that will ſpeak. From 


„ 
| 


What did he know that ?- — How did he know it? 
Vs did he know it eel was then the time for in- 
terro- 


received five hundred thouſand livres, it was not probable 
he ſhpuld repeatedly have ſent me ve or fix louis. I 
compelled the Recorder to write down that depoſition ; 
on his repreſenting he had no more room, and that he 
would add it next time, I cauſed it to be put in the 
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that reigned between the accuſed, hol te 0-0 wo 
WG and the * Mb 5 10 
e 11 * 


My rencounter with Caglioſtro originated from a 


eircumſtance rather ludicrous. He obſtinately denied 
the cabaliſtic ſcenes acted at the Cardinal's, particularly | 


the one in which Hz HAD CAUSED/ MY NIECE ro SEB 
THE Quzen. 1N” A BOTTLE, ACCOMPANIED BY THE 


. Grand Cophrr, AND THE ANGEL Micnazr, WHO 
WERE DECLARING TO HER MaJjESTY SHE SHOULD BE 


DELIVERED OF A MALE CHILD, &c. On that occaſion, 


as I had ſeen the letter No, XXXII, I told him, I 
knew how much the Queen deſpiſed him, that ſhe 


called him a meer mountebank, an impoſtor, in ſhort 
] acquainted him with thoſe terms of diſdain, in which 
ſhe had refuſed the Cardinal her conſent to ſee Cag- 
lioſtro. 4 apropos,” faid I to him, “ Grand Cophti, 


© has your prayer produced its effect? If it has ſo much 


« efficacy, why don't you uſe it to get out of this 


place? It was on that account he flew into a rage, 


and talked: to me impertinently. The Solicitor aſked 


what the purport of that prayer was; but as I had 


already entertained him ſufficiently, I did not think pro- 
per to afford him farther ſatisfaction: I anſwered, that 
Gaglioſtro perfectly underſtood me, and that was ſuffi- 
cient; but I will ſhew more complaiſance to the public. 
EO The 


Q " knew every thing Can there 
be a more friking proof of the ſcandalous confederacy 
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1 know not whither my recollection would carry me, 
were 1 to yield to all the Luggdfitons) with which my 
mind is full. At the preſent moment, hen I am ſen- 
ſible I muſt have exceedingly wearied the reader with 
cy dull details of ſo ee an examination 1 fee 

15 wet 


The truth is, that at the E whey * Queen 
to the Cardinal, the ſubjoined letters in which dhe en com- 

Plated of the * vexatious behaviour of the Polignacs, 
See. Caglioſtro, whom he conſulted, if his fingers did 

but ks; told him, „ he had a ſecret for getting rid 

© of people who gave umbrage; and at the ſame time 
* gave him two prayers with the manner. of uſing 
« them.” The Prince's firſt care was to ſend them to 
the Queen, recommending to her the uſe of them; and 
to put faith in them. As I had the charge of delivering 
thoſe precious amulets, the Queen imparted them to me 
in a loud fit of laughter, and aſked whether the Cardi- 
nal was going out of his wits, of if he took her for 4 
fimpleton ? I do not remember the very words of thoſe 
prayers, but perfectly well their uſe. One was to be 
applied below the left breaſt, the other in the pocket on 
the ſame ſide, and when the Queen had a mind to 
make any one fall at her feet, ſhe needed only to place 
her two hands on the two prayers while ſhe recited them 1 
at that inſtant all were to be proſtrate, all were to be 
at her command, and perform her will: a circum- 
ſtance which, after exciting her mirth, made the Queen 
ay ro me: * may very hkely make trial of it.” | 
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myſelf 3 with a eroud af gend picgatie, 


who, however diſgraceful it may be to ther, ſeem 9 Dy 


folicit a lictle corner ih my memoirs. 


| I cannot withſtand the temptation ts 8 10 

concerning the part aſſigned to the Quxxx DowaczR, I 
the immaculate Du Banks of monaſtic memory. The | 
evidence of that woman ſet forth, that I had been at her 


houſe to ſolicit ber protection 7 and that 1 had left with 
her a memorial ſigned Mary Antointttt de France... The | 


| fact i is, that I only went to her houſe out of curioſity, 


in a 00 | coach and four, chat at that period I ſtood fo 


little i in need of her protection, that their Royal Highneſſes = 
Mapans, and Maat Coun'sss D'Anrors, had taken 
me under theirs. | Upon her ſignifying to me, that ſhe 4 
thought the branch of VaLois had been extinct; Toure.” 


her a memorial to which was annexed my genealogy, 
ſigned * e Many Antony Dou DE SERIONY, 


Jude OF THE NOBILITY or France,” This ſhe was 


pleaſed to transform into . MAY ANTOINETTE OF 


*" France,” faying, that that was my ſignature. When 
the was confronted with me, ſhe took it into her head 
to aſſume towards me an air of haughtineſs and inſo- 0 
lence. I haſtened to ſet her in her proper place, by 


making! her ſenſible of the diſtance between her birth and 
mine; upon which ſhe cried out; * It is very hard I 


« mult be brought hither to be humbled by Madam.” 


The Solicitor then ſaid to her, loud, enough for me to 


hear him, « Well well, Madam, never mind, you will 
ſhortly be revenged.” Hence it is Plain es Theme of 


thoſe gay: was no ſecret. WO ' 
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15 ak Madame du Barry 8 Pardon, i i rianie, Rik ith 
1 7 3 bad company, but in truth, without a ectätion, 
5 the name of De Brügniere, 13 chat which occurs next im- 
BR mediately after hers. A ee 
That exempt of the polics Apel. « that his had 
e ſeen in the hands of a Jew, (whoſe | name I do not 
1 1 « call to mind) ſome diamonds which the Sieur Tit 
er lette had carried to him for ſale, and which 1 were; he 
© « ſaid, at leaſt as large as his th umb | 5 Take. notice, 
chat che Sieur Brugniere 8 thumb is as broad as à half 
crown piece ! thoſe are the very diationds that were fold 
to Paris the jeweller, for the ſum of fifteen thouſand 
 Fivres. The boneft De Brugniere was convicted, by the - 
Jews evidence, on that circumſtance. 

As I had given in an exact account of all. my own | 
diamonds, and thoſe of my huſband, there had been one 
required of my waiting woman, hoping it would differ 

Ian mie. The Solicitor vexed to ſee them tally for 
3 well, fought, artfully, to'make her magnify the ſize of 
ſeveral diamonds, belonging to my kuſband ; bur ſhe, 
|. _ aftingon principles of honeſty, which the exempt « of the 
ap police was not maſter of, refuſed compliance, and de- 
| ſcribed all our jewels as they really were.” - 1 
| | To thoſe I have mentioned let me add another ho- 
| : neſt man ! Regnier, my own jeweller, had been brought 
over to give in a lift of diamonds bought of me, 5 
he had valued at a large amount. Seeing through 
the knavery of it, I required his books to be produced, 
but this was a ſatis faction I never could obtain. 
Grenier who had come to me with La Porte, about 
the project of finance I have mentioned in the former 
| part 


nier is a man of ver: 


SEES \ 


part 1 20 Memoirs, Bas, as vel 2⁴ the .Capuchin, © 
lepoſition, manufac-- 
tured by the lawyer Target, which was Rill. more thock- | 
ing, and diſcovered a greater degree. of colluſion. _ Gres 
circu mſcribed. intellects, and by no | 
means equal to the producing of fo well written a per- 


M. Derm t, given in a very long 


n 


formance. It laboured eſpecially to prove that. had told 
him I was accuſtomed. to ſee the Queen; 


ounteſs. de Valois. What a Piece of abſurdity !, 
I Porte Ss 3 except in a few inſtances Gera 


the ſame, Baron de Planta, in order to prove alio that 1 
viſited the Queen, ſaid, he accompanied r me as far as her 
M ajeſty's apartment, that he waited, for me at the bot⸗ 


tom of the back ſtairs, whence he law. me come out; 
he added, that he had knowlege of ſeveral conſiderably 


ſums, I had receiyed from her Majeſty. 1 took care 


not to make any comments on the Baron's depoſition, 


who did not perceiye that it flatly contradicted what the 
Cardinal had depoſed. The Solicitor and the Recorder 


were ſilent, imagining that my memory was not more 
tenacious than that of the Baron, but when they ſaw 
that in ſpite of their repreſentations, L inſiſted all he had 
!aid ſhould be taken, down in writing, then it was they 
railed againſt the Baron, and refuſed me the ſatisfaction 
I required. Incenſed at this behaviour, I withdrew in 
a rape, ſaying, that ſince / they were determined at all 
events to find ine guilty, they might as well condemn 


me unheard; that moſt aſſuredly, they ſhould ſee me 
no more. I above related the Governor's promiſes and 


Et 2-. | _ foli- 


IC that, while, 
in my bath, I had ſhewn him letters, which 1 ſaid I | ad 
ceived from her Majeſty, directed e 4% my, couſin | the, | 
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| Slleitailons to get me again to the Wal ci 


Bohemer in his firſt memorial to the 


no mention of my name; his depoſition Fed's Andie : 
to exculpate than t to criminate me; but whit T have to 


charge him with ! is, that he did not relate all that # 
knew. He was 'one day taking with him 60 his: | > in 
houſe, à man whole 1 name was "Es 25 s ef paſſed od 


F 


12 * Cardinal' Auen N y Had, his fate A end —9 : 


* me, but 1 ſaid nothing: People owed me a grudge 
& for it yonder, meaning at Verſailles) 1 thought for 


« a while I ſhould loſe my Pile! but oo know r every 


8 


E thing is at laſt forgotten.” 9 8 * 
Father Loth, a Minim friar, Asher notorious vil 


lain, who was under the greateſt obligations to me, and 
to whom (when 1 quitted Paris) I had left the manage- 
ment of all my concerns, was the man who evinced the 
moſt zeal for the houſe of Rohan. His project, as well 


as the Capuchin M Dermot's, was to get himſelf ſecu- 
lariſed, which he thought he could not more readily 
obtain, than by running about in queſt of falſe evideneg, 


and himſelf making depoſitions ſhocking to common 


ſenſe. Hearing that he had been endeavouring to pre- 


vail on a young perſon who had lived with me, to make 


a falſe affidavit, I required her to be ſent for, ſhe came 
accordin gly, and made affidavit of the circumſtance. 
Dupuis de Marce could not forbear teſtifying his indig- 
nation, eſpecially when informed of the ſervices I had 
done him. 1 believe he has before this time repeated his 

infa- 


would be better denominated the hall of defotation.” 8 2 A 


ackp 10d Fury fried by. every body. DO INCL LIES 


05 tlie Whole body of witneſſes, WENT were e collected 


together againſt me, none, [except the Sieur de Vil- 
jette, who accuſed me of prevailing on him to ſign Mary 
Antoinette of. France, of which I have related the 


Particulars) pretended to have any of the necklace; 
Why therefore was I condemned as having ſtolen it, 
what proofs were there to maintain ſuch an-accuſation ? 


none. Mr. St. James, whoſe depoſitions contained 5 


very pointed facts, and Bohemer, were two dreadful 


| evidences againſt the Cardinal. It was given out that 


one was a fool, who did not know what he was ſaying; 


the other deaf, and had miſunderſtood one thing for 
another; yet the Cardinal ſhewed thoſe two individuals 
(who gave evidence of it) letters from the Queen, and 


faid he had feen in her Majeſty's hands s1x nunpaep 
THOUSAND livres, which he would not take charge of. 
If pains had not been taken to ſtifle the truth, on the 


very lips that ſtrove to utter it, would circumſtances fo 


material have been paſſed over ſo ſlightly as they were ? 
---what is the uſe then of evidence? let us examine 


what thoſe exculpatory writings were, which the Cardi- 


nal publiſhed, in order to eradicate the impreſſion he 
dreaded, and which muſt naturally refult from fuch a 


multiplicity of facts. We have ſeen, that one Jefferys 


a jeweller in Picadilly, to whom my huſband had firſt 
delivered 'a quantity of carats, had made him an 
offer of © four thouſand guineas,” payable by inſtall- 
ments; which offer he declined. This Jefferys, vexed 


to hear chat he had ſtruck a bargain with Mr. Gray, 


embraced 
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embraced che opportunity to rate; a 


1 
* 
12 


gined, of his fellow jeweller, by, laying; at the, in az 


| tion of Carbonnieres, an inforation As. falſe a8 could he. 


— 


made, with an intent to make Gray paſs for a man g 
little probity, in having purchaled, as he termed them. 
ſtolen diamonds. Jefferys in the firſt Place ſaid, that 
immediately on having the diamonds in his hands, he 
went to the office and laid an information; 3 that he had- 


returned the diamonds, being unwilling to purchaſe 2 


them, from his perſuaſion of their having been tolen. 
This was the declaration ſent to Paris, and ſigned, by. an 8 


honeſt. French notary named DHubourg. wha. from. that, ap 
time to this, never would communicate the original de- 


claration, ſaying he bad ſent it to Paris, andes never 


kept duplicates of thoſe kind of things, As Notary and 


not keep the teſtimonials. of the buſineſs tranſatted! IH 
As ſoon as Jefferys had heard that iy huſband had con- 
cluded a bargain with Mr. Gray, he renewed, his appli- 
cation to him, telling him, « he would have made him 
6, e allowance, had he known he would have ace 

e "EPI 


_—_— 
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* This Dubourg, whom the | family of | Rohan ought E 


not to have abandoned after his ready compliance with 


their inſtructions, has lately been obliged to ſolicit Mc. 
D'Arragon and Barthelemy for 7wo guineas, to convey 


him to a convent of Monks, where he is to take the cowl. 


It is on the teſtimony of that linſey- wolſey Fri riar, that 
the family of Rohan has preſented juſtificatory writings, 
calculated to s their ae and drawn up. by 
Tat {ame Dubourg 
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er cepted of jewels | in exchar ge, and Ae ' whether l 
0 had any more diamonds: Mr. de la Motte pro- 
duced what he had left, which. Jefferys took away with 
him for examination, but my huſband finding he had 
carried them to the perſon witli whom he had made the 
former bargain, took them out of his hands, and con- 
cluded ; a bargain with the ſame perſon himſelf. 
| When Count de la Motte came back to -I:Gnilon; 
| Jefferys went to him and aſſuted him, that his declara- 
tion had been interpreted quite otherwiſe than lie had 
intended, and concluded by aſking, whetker he had any 
more diamonds : faying, that in order to prove the fal- 
ſity of what had been aſſerted, he was ready to purchaſe 
them. The Count, deſignedly, gave him a ring of tlie 
value of about one hundred guineas; which J efferys 
took with him, and a few days aſter returned to make 
an offer. As my huſband did not purpoſe parting with 
it, and only made 1 it a pretence to aſcertain his conduct 
towards him; he diſmiſſed the jeweller, paying him a 
bill of two guineas for buckles he had bought of him. 
Bauch has been the conſiſtent behaviour of that firſt 
furniſher of Juſtificatory arne ; let us Proceed 0 
the ſecond: - | ed 19 
Gray, in giving an account of the various bargains : 
my huſband entered into with him, ſaid, he was perſua- 
ded the Count had never ſold for the. account of any 
other perſon than himſelf, and that he never uttered 
either the Queen's or the Cardinal's name. That de- 
claration, though conſonant ' to truth, Pr at that 
time againſt us, in conſequence of my having been ad- 
viſed to ſay, that the Cardinal had delivered diamonds 
1 - 1 


t 20 


wan; WS fold for his emolument; and that + hat | 
paid him the price ariſing from the ſale. Add to thoſe | 
| two declarations, that of the Capuchin M<Dermot, and | 

they contain the entire ſubſtance of the Juſtificatory 5 
| writings, on which ſo mich reliance bas ROO a 
placed. 2 15 

I have ned my apprehenſions of never coming 
to a concluſion ; my memory now ſuggeſts a few i impor- 
tant facts, out of which I ſhall ſele& the moſt ſtriking: 
happy, if, while I ſpare the reader the pea, of the 
Teſt, I ever can myſelf forget them. r 
During the laſt interrogatory, Monſieur Titon de 

Villotran took me by the hand, and ſaid to.me, © My | 

re dear Counteſs, believe me, ſpeak the truth; it is che 

* only way you have to fave yourſelf; ; wWe have un- 
e doubted proof, that you. uſed to ſee the Queen ; why 

ce will you not confeſs it ? Be convinced therefore, that 
be what I fay is for your. good.” My counſel and every, 
perſon about me, had ſo terrified me, and at the ſame 
| time perſuaded me, I ought above all to avoid urtering 
the Queen's name, that I had the weakneſs to yield an 
Implicit compliance to their counſels. f 
As to Mademoiſelle Dorvat, Tortly after my wü, L 
tunes commenced; ſhe was ſent out of the way, to the 
fartheſt part of a diſtant province. Such is the reward 
beſtowed by the Queen, on perigns the moſt Fim 
connected with her. 

I will fave the reader the * of a greater num- 
ber, of the like particulars, which might prove tire- 
ſome, without any of them ſeparately taken appearing 
a ſufficient means of conviction. It would be very 
: 7 difficult 
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Atti r meg eb nber x c and? intelligent lighir, 


that could pervade through a heap of -intrigues, which 
fo many powerful and complicated intereſts, ſerved to 
render a mais of confuſion; but the attentive and 1 impar- 
tial reader will diſcover, in the artleſs ſimplicity of m 
narrative, the leading truths, which have been attempt- 
ed to be obſcured, and enveloped in darkneſs. Such 


readers will perceive, that if I- am compelled to bring 
forward circumſtances, which appear ſo ſtrange and unace- 


countable, that they muft be thought to run counter to all 


probability ; yet what they have previouſly had exhibited | 


f to them, was equally exttaordinary, and more. unaccount- 
able. Who has yet been, or perhaps ever would be 
able to penetrate: into this labyrinth of intrigue, had 1 
not removed the cloud of obſcurity with which it was 
enveloped, and produced a clue to trace the paths of 1 in- 
tricacy, which lead to its inmoſt receſs? © = 
Ho is it poſſible to reconcile the ede of the 


very ſecret and very intimate connexion which ſubſiſted be 


tween the Queen and the Cardinal; with the reſolution, 
ſuddenly taken, of bringing him to the ſcaffold ?---How . 


would it be ſuppoſed that the Cardinal could be ſo ſim- 
ply weak, ſo much a dupe, to a woman like me; to 
have been guilty of ſuch a number of ſenſeleſs, mean, 

inconſiſtent follies, as he has been charged with, in or- 


der to exculpate himſelf, and criminate me. What con- 
ſtruction can be put upon the romantic adventure of the 


girl Oliva; the uſe made of the forged ſignature; the 
abſolute diſappearance of the principal parts of the fa- 
mous necklace; and the ſtrange. manner in which the 


Queen is involved in both adventures? In ſhort how | 


can it be e natural, that having firſt been kindly 
h K k eoun- 
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„ the ſmiles of Majeſty Arenen - 
reſted, but treated with particular caution throughout the 
whole legal procedure, alternately practiſed upon by 
promiſes and threats; that I ſhould, in the end, prove 
the only victim, ſelected from a number, who were ac- 
cuſed, to be given up to the ſeverity of juſtice ; and, am! 
doomed to ſay it, that the hand of the executioner ſhould 
be the remuneration for that ſilence, ſo ſtrongly recom- 
commended to me? 
I have produced the key which unqueſtionably 5 
ſolves theſe znigmas, it is the real, ſince it is the only 
one, and it is impoſſible to find another. There could 
not exiſt ſuch extreme perverſeneſs without ſome power 
ful motives, ſuch violent party intrigues, without un- 
common cauſes. I have made apparent thoſe motives 
and thoſe cauſes, by barely relating my hiſtory ; and un- 
{killed in the method of giving a poliſhed gloſs to proofs, 
I truſt to the impreſſion, which the peruſal of my plain 
and ſimple narrative, may produce in unprejudiced minds. 
The evil which may enſue, muſt reſt on thoſe 
who have compelled me for the preſervation of my ho- 
nour, to produce perſons and circumſtances in their na- 
| tive form and colour. I wiſh it were in my power to 
excuſe, what I have been under a neceſſity to reveal. I 
q an far from thinking, that the auguſt Princeſs, whoſe 
victim { am become, would have doomed me to the 
infamous treatment I have undergone, or that, from 
her own will, ſhe would ever have proceeded to the ex- 
tremities into which a chain of concurring circumſtances 
1 neceſſarily drew her. Let what my pen has dropped, 
BY without method, upon the paper, be 2 together 
| | | 77 4 


Ede = 
| ad placed in * and it will be ſeen, chat nerd 
ſanding the diſorder of my ideas, and artleſſneſs of mx 
manner, the origin of that ſeries of events may be 
traced, and cauſes be diſcovered from the effects they 
have produced. It has been ſeen, that born of the blood 
of the VAL ois; poor, proud and ambitious, I blindly gave 
myſelf up to every means of obtaining the ſupport J 
hoped for; that my intimate acquaintance with the Car- 
dinal de Rohan, the man the beſt ſuited to ſerve my 
views, ſoon led me on to an intimacy of another kind 
with the Queen: that the Cardinal, long ſince aiming at 
miniſterial omnipotence; imagined from my intimacy 
with the Queen, I ſhould prove a medium, by which 
he would obtain the fruition of his wiſhes, and conci- 
liate all differences which ſubſiſted, from the recollec- 
tion of thoſe indiſcretions, that had drawn upon him the 
frowns of Majeſty. It has alſo been ſeen, that he did 


not depend ſolely on that ſupport ; that the politics of 


the Emperor, with whom he had kept up an intercourſe, 
were coincident with his views; but by what means I am 
at a loſs to conjecture, unleſs by his inducing the Em- 
peror to believe he could be very uſeful to him; if 
his Imperial Majeſty would aſſiſt him in procuring for 
him the reins of government. It has further been 
ſeen, that the Queen, from an unjuſtifiable partia- 
lity and attention to her brother's intereſts, concluded 
ſhe ought to ſacrifice her reſentment againſt che Car- 
dinal, to the proſecution of every plan for the promo- 
tion of their intereſts; and even cheriſhed this unpar- 
donable crime to ſuch an exceſs; as 10 receive to ber 
arms the man whom ſhe had, in her mind; previouſly 
intended to decapitate, as unrelentingly, as ſhe has ſince 
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x | carried on the ſhocking proſecution, Aube at hid te; 3 
che whole weight of Wich, and its horrid conſequence, 
have artfully been contrived” to be tlie lot of female f 
weakneſs, of the unhappy Varois' DE LA Morrz. * 
The reader muſt have noticd that the Cardinal, ce daher 
(as a creature of the Queen! $ obſerved) «both in a moral 
« and phyſical view,” adding to his other faults an unpar- 
| donable indiſcretion, that of proclaiming every where 
| thoſe ſecret interviews of gallantry, which men of honour 
'$ ever hold facred; and even ſpeaking in terms of regret 
1 of the moments in which he was indulged with favours 
of ſo peculiar and tender a nature, by relating to me, 
to the Prince of Soubiſe, the Duke of Lauzun, the 
Prince of Luxumbourg, the Princeſs de Guẽmenec;, 
Madam de Brionne, the Baron de Planta, to the Jcuel- 
lers, and to twenty other people, how, when and in 
vVhat manner he had thoſe marks of favour conferred upon | 
him at Trianon, and this to ſome perſons, accompanied 5 
vith the moſt indelicate and ſhameful anecdotes of the 
conduct of himſelf and his friend, counſellor and chymiſt 
CaclLiosrRO. In ſhort, all thoſe monſtrous reports hav- 
ing reached the Queen's ear, a very ſhort time after the 
delivery of the necklace, his ruin was irrevocably doom. 
ed, and, indeed, was a Circumſtance at which no perſon 
ſeemed ſurpriſed. But What would appear aſtoniſhing be- 
yond meaſure, in a private individual was, that the Queen, 
before ſhe took any ſteps towards her revenge, did not 
return the necklace. The aftoniſhment, I confeſs, is 
natural, but her prudence is on a parallel with her ſen- 
fibility, her partialities, her affections; a mind for ever 
wavering; We confide: e without inn. 
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ing his diſcoveries to her Majeſty; who, in that mo- 


[if 45 1 


"Ie may be recollected; that the Queen! was taken "i 
rb when the , Baron de Breteuil, having wreſted 
the ſecret from the Jewellers, made a ert of e 
ment, exclaimed, * 7 never heard a Hllable of that neck- 
ce Jace. It is not aſtoniſhing, that ſhe ſhould thin 
herſelf bound to abide by that falſe aſſertion. The an- 
ſwer of the Cardinal, on the ſame ſubject, was very 
ſimilar; who, at the moment, when overawed by the 


preſence of Majeſty, alſo exclaimed- -e I have been du. 
c ceived.” He could never afterwards aſſert any thing 
of'a different tendency ; ſo that thoſe- two gary 
however inconſiderately made, equally concurred 

any» credit to the charge which was brought Wen 


0 But, if the alledged 7beft had been proved, as 


45 perſon unacquainted with 1 facts s would be One 


to 


. The Cardinal found no . way to extrieate un- 


ſelf, but by accufing me of having ſtolen the necklace; 
had he been convinced that there was à ſhadow of | 
truth in his malicious charge, he could have expreſſed 


nothing but contempt and indignation for me; that he 


held, apparently, ſentiments of a different nature, I am 
about to prove. I have already ſaid, that Abbe” Le- 


quelle was commiſſioned by him to viſit me every day, 
and enquire after my health, and to explain to me the 


reaſons that compelled him to be my accuſer ; as he 
could not introduce the Queen in this myſterious! ſcene, 


without expoſing nen to the chance of having had ad- 
; miniſtered 
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— 1 ſince I have undergone the puniſhment due 


to ſuch a crime; ; why then was ſo much gold, ſo many 


favours laviſhed away, to prevent my innocence from 


being proved? Why that ſubornation of witneſſes, who, 


_ inſtead of being committed, ſome to the houſe of cor- 


e others to the gallys, Soph: to their diger | 


Leeds to him, a meſs of Verſailles a 0 perhaps: po | 


| thing worſe---<« Imagine to yourſelf,” ſaid he, that if” 


« it were proved the Cardinal had been on ſuch ſecret 


t terms of i intimacy with the Queen; he would firſt be 


5e tortured, and afterwards loſe. his head on a ſcaffold 4 


« &c.” 

Our firſt interyiew, in ee 'of the Solicitor and 
the Recorder, has ſomething remarkable in it, and will | 
enable the Reader to judge, whether the Cardinal thought | 


me guilty or not: When I entered the Council-cham- 


ber, he came up to me, took me by the hand, and ſaid, 
« Good morrow, Lady Counteſs, how fares it with you?” 


Then joining his hands, and lifting them towards Hea- 


ven, he exclaimed, © Ab! how unfortunate we: are! MP 


Several times after the ſeſſions were ended, the Cardinal 
went aſide with me, from thoſe gentlemen, to converſe 


privately, The Chevalier Dupujet, the King's Lieute- 
nant of the Baſtile, having perceived us thus in cloſe con- 


. ference, upon opening of the door, ſignified to me his 


aſtoniſhment at it. He will not be backward (in caſe 


thoſe gentry ſhould chuſe to deny it) to relate the cir- 


cumſtancę. 


A doſe of poiſon, 
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„ have 5915 careſſed, rewarded, provided a 5 
and protected? Wherefore that connivance, fully prov- | N x 
between one party accuſed, the accuſers, the wit: 
neſtes and the judges? Six of us were equally in- 
volved in the accuſation; why, out of thoſe. fix indivi- 
_ duals, more or leſs guilty, is the Counteſs de la Motte 
alone judged to be ſo, alone condemned to puniſhment ? 
I flatter myſelf, that every body will anſwer, in my be- 
half Becauſe the proſecution really exiſted. between 
the Queen and the Cardinal only; and that I having had 
the fatal misfortune of being their confidant, they reſpec- 
tively found it their intereſt to make me the ſacrifice, in x 
order to preſerve themſelves.” * I don't know that WC). 
« man Dela Motte,” laid the Queen, « That woman De 
« Ia Motte has deceived me, {aid the Cardinal, and the 
obſequious herd, implicitly. obedient, became the lying 
echo's of the Queen, and of the Cardinal, as their va- 
2 rious intereſts directed the ſound. One queſtion more 
If the Queen never knew me, and if I deceived the Cardinal, 
why was — caution uſed, never to have the 
Queen's nat ered in the courſe of the proceedings ? be 
| and why, when after it was decreed, that the bulineſs 
St '% | | Was 
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cumſtance. On many e Mr. Dupuis de Marce 
caught us making mutual ſigns to each other; and as he 
had obſerved to the Cardinal, ſuch behaviour was repre- 
| henſible, and no ways conſonant to his aſſertions ; the 
latter concealed himſelf from him, and gave me to un- 
derſtand, by winks and nods, the motives of his con- 
ſtraint. 5 e 5 
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1 0 . 1E dit 0e er nue FS hom. 
pPlaint to be preferred againſt the Cardinal, by the Ac. 
torney General, for an attempt made on her Majeſty 
Wherefore, I fay; did the Queen recede ?---Wherefore had 
ſhe the littleneſs to ſay; on ſuch an occaſion, where her 
Honour was ſo intimately concerned, that ſhe would 
confine herſelf” to diveſting the Cardinal of his ribband. 
his offices, and his Uberty ? ? It was, becauſe fob could not 
take away bis Ii fe: becauſe ſhe dared not attenipt it : it 
3 Was, becauſe, all the villainies, Which will only be 
broughit to light, at the moment theſe memoirs appear 
before the public, would have been divulged by bringinz 
on that ſecond trial. It was not in order to prevent its 
being proved, that I bad deceived the Cardinal, that tlie 
Queen quaſhed the ſecond impeachment; it was to 
conceal her own intrigues with the Cardinal and me; 
that ſhe bemeaned herſelf fo far, as to decline the! inter 5 
ference of the Courts of Juſtice. Now, if from theſe 
circumſtances, the natural inference is drawn, that the 
more the Queen inſiſted on not knowing me, the more 
manifeſt it appears that I actually knew Her; from the 
moment that this Royal falſhood is aſcertained ; that. | 
which the Cardinal was guilty of, when he ſaid, that 1 , 
had © deceived bim, becomes ſtill more apparent; and 
it muſt plainly appear, that I have had inflicted on 
me, the puniſhment of a pretended crime, which che 2 ar- 
tifices and power of my adverſaries procured me to be 
convicted of; in order, if poſſible, to obliterate the 
traces of crimes, of which they had 28 A: 
the A e 2 


"3s 


{ N 


t % 1 


Ika 3 upon my. unhappy ery etc t. f 
feriogs could influence the mind of the Queen, could . 


teach her to regtet; the cauſe, and create in her a with 
to recompence me, what is there, even in the power of 
royalty, which could poſſibly make me ample amends? 
Could ſhe efface thoſe horrid recalleftions, which muſt, 
during my life, inevitably occur==--could her utmoſt 


munificence remove from my minds eye, by day, 


by. night, nay. almoſt every inſtant of my ' wretched 


exiſtence, the ' hideous picture of the miniſter of 
her revenge? I may, however, be miſtaken; per- 
haps, the orders they had received were leſs ſavage 
than the mode in which they executed them. I was 
once induced, fromm the attempts that were made, to 
imagine they had received ſecret inſtructions to deſtroy 
me . be tween the priſon doors; but the monſters were 
certainly fruſtrated in their intentions, ſo that, in lieu 


of an inſtantaneous death, which would have been my 
wiſh; they inflicted on me a lingering diſſolution, of 


which I daily ſee the approach. From the conſequence 
of being cruſhed, as it were, under a preſ, between the 
maſly doors of my infernal manſion, ſuddenly and vio- 
 tently cloſed upon me, by the unfeeling and favage fero- 
city of my jailors; I ſtill drag on, in the midft of conti- 
nual pain, a wretched exiſtence, to which I have inceſ- 


ſantly wiſhed that Providence had put a period. Never 


have I, however, indulged that 'wiſh fo ardently as at 


this day, at the moment I conceive myſelf avenged ;--- 


yes I now ſhall die in peace---nay I couid receive the 
awful ſummons with pleaſure, if I might be allowed to 
indulge the ſatiglactory idea that the peruſal of my Me- 
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moirs, has, in any manner, ſerved to e thoſe. 
' impreſſions, which my filence has too long ſuffered to 
take root ;---how would that pleaſure be enhanced, with - 
what rapture would my foul flit to the regions of eternal 
Juſtice and merey, if my unhappy fate, related with the - 
ſtricteſt regard to truth, ſhould have occaſioned the tear 
to fall from the eye of ſenſibility; ſhould have created 
for me, one pitying pang from the feeling heart; and 
produced a ſigh from thoſe, to whom I was once en- 
deared by every ſocial tye. PAY 
All I have now left to do, is to form my accents by 
thoſe of the Royal prophet; to direct to my ſovereign, | 
the humble ſupplication which David addreſſed to God, 
and to fay with hands uplifted towards Am ye 


ec From the depth of the abyſs I have raiſedn my cry unto thee; 
« 0 my King, my King, W hear 1 voice! 


7 

Ves, humane ſovereign! righteous monarch ! patri- 
otic prince! turn aſide your attention for an inſtant, 
from the immenſe concerns which claim and urge it; 
your people will forget a momentary abſence in con- 
ſideration of the motive: deign to beſtow one gracious, 
thought, honour with one condeſcending look, the 
moſt unfortunate of your ſubjects. She has a claim 
to your commiſeration, Sire, from the very reaſon that 
people have ſought, have found ſucceſsful methods to 
debar her from it. Vour Majeſty has long been unin- 
formed, but muſt now at length be made acquainted 


with the inſidious contrivances which have been prac- 
tiled © 


: 2 259 2 3 


ed, to pO hs you the knowledge of choſe dreads 


ful truths contained in theſe Memoirs, 


I am not ignorant, that at the period of the miniſterial | 
examinations, your . Majeſty vouchſafed to command 


that all the records of the proceedings and depoſitions, 


ſhould be laid before your royal preſence; had theſe, | 


commands been faithfully fulfilled, I had been faved, 


my innocence had been victorious. But what, Sire, has 
been the conduct of my enemies? (and who alas, is the 


female enemy who takes precedence of them all!) they 


pretended, that the original records, blotted and disfi- 
gured, were not fit to be preſented to the eyes of ma- 
jeſty, and then ſubſtituted for them, copies, in which the 


facts were falſely ſtated, apparent proofs of my guilt 
were adduced, and even a fictitious . confeſſion of it was 


added to the lying ſcroll ; in which was forged ſuch in- 
decent, ſuch diſhoneſt, ſuch ſhocking expreſſions, ſaid 


to have proceeded from me, that, after peruſing part of 


them, your Majeſty, ſpitting upon thoſe ſuppoſititious 


writings, faid, © Fyz upon THE FILTHY CREATURE | 
e ILL READ NO MORE OF IT,” 


O Sire ! can the moſt juſt of King's, thus 8 the 


dæmon of i intrigue, to compel an act of injuſtice, ſo fo- 
reign to his native benevolence ? But, Sire, you, in 


your wiſdom well know, that it is not the firſt time, the 


ſanctity of princes has been impoſed on. Had not the 
knowledge of all the facts that muſt have concurred to 


prove my innocence, been ſecreted from your Majeſty; 


if even the Miniſter, who in thoſe deteſted times, en- 
joyed the largeſt portion of your confidence, had not 
ſtood up between the truth and your Majeſty; you 


L 12 would 
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would have Jett tha Corn as vet fired 
| heaven and' earth, to prevent my huſband's uppearing, 5 
do tear off the veil that ſhrouded the real culprits; and 
you would have commanded that unfortunate” man, 
whom they meant to aſſociate with me in my onen 
to be confronted with my oppreſſorss. 
Then, Sire, would truth have been Weteride en 
would the miſereants mentioned in theſe Memoirs, the 
perfidious Dupuis de Marce, Laurencelle and his abet- 
tors; have trembled; then would they never have dared 
to preſent unfaithful copies of the proceedings, which 
had they not been falſified, would, by overwhelming 


my adverſaries, e born ſolemn ee . my in- 
p* * 


? 


nocence. 
Vouchſafe, Sire, to meaſure back your ſteps; ; au 


ſafe to have the genuine records laid before you, if they 
exiſt; if they do net, the fraud conimitted by my foes | # 
is aſcertained. Be graciouſly pleaſed of your royal | 
bounty and juſtice, to order that the lawyer Doillot 
humbly ſubmit to your Majefty” s peruſal the papers that 
[ had entruſted to his care, the only vouchers to the | 
truth; be pleaſed likewiſe to command that defender of 
my cauſe, viſibly brow-beaten, to declare, wherefore, 
being furniſhed with theſe writings, and all the docu- 
ments I was able to afford him; he allowed himſelf the 
licence of drawing up memorials, filled with improba- 
bilities, lies, and foolerics, without attempting a fingle 
mode of rational juſtification. | 
Perhaps, Sire, the day of retribution | 18 1 8 


would not ſay Ps, were | certain that theſe Me- 
i moirs 
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wal vil appear i in your Aſk preſence I would then 
ery out- I am now avenged.” 
In this hope, which I am fond of indulging; I caſt 1 
myſelf at your Majeſty s feet. Let not my approach 
alarm you, Sire: innocence cannot fade away, even 
under tlie malignant blaſts of malice; you are able, 
with a breath, to reſtore it to its wonted bloom, a ſingle 
word from you would reinſtate me in niy honour, before 
I quit your knees; command only, THaT My cavsx 
MAY AGAIN BE PLEADED, AND THAT IT BE SUBMITTED 
TO THE DECISION OF STRICT AND IMPARTIAL JUSTICE. 
My huſband is ready, Sire, to perform what he has 
not ceaſed to petition for the liberty of doing, to ſurren- 

« der himſelf to the priſon of the Concergerie ; I will ac= 
company him thither ; order its gates to be opened to 
us; let there be produced before us, ALL the perſons 
more or leſs involved in this dark tranſaction. 

5 Then, Sire, your Majeſty, being informed of the 

firſt impoſition on your goodneſs, will happily be nc 
ed againſt a ſecond. | 
Then the truth, which your juſtice aud Gee = 
ſought for in vain, at the time of the firſt trial, will ap- 
pear to you triumphant ! then ſhall the unhappy Dx 
Ns " VaLois, caſting herſelf at your MAjzsTr's feet, preſume 
to petition a laſt favour : THE FORGIVENESS OF HER 
ENEMIES. | + 
Wee Jamary be. #7 89. 
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Mibprxskx, Cr Bo | London December % . 


TO WIT. 


1, the e ee Benjam 12 Colt, | Gepa and 
afſert as follows: That on the third of April, 1786, I de- 


parted from Edinburgh, in order to deliver at Paris, 
a packet of letters and papers from Count de la Motte, 
to a lawyer of che name of Doillot: that after perform- 


8 


ing the ſaid commiſſion, 1 took my way back to Eng- 
land, with the aforeſaid lawyer's anſwer to the Count: 


| that at the town of Aire, in Artois, I was taken up by 


people diſpatched after me from the police at Paris, and 


carried back to the Baſtile, whence, after two days con- 


 finement, I was taken out and carried before the Baron 
*de Breteuil, one of the Miniſters of State, who told me 


he had received a letter from my huſband, ce who,” he 
added, © has great confidence in you ;” then referred 
me to the Lieutenant of the Police, who was to give 
me one hundred louis d'ors, which the latter accord- 


ingly did, after taking, in my preſence, a copy of the 


letter which I had from Mr. Doillot the lawyer, in an- 


ſwer to Count de la Motte: that I was then diſmiſſed 


under the eſcort of Bailiffs of the Police, who took me 
_ poſt down to Calais, where I paſſed the ſea, and on my 
arrival in London I had an audience of Count d'Adhe- 
mar, to whom the Police at Paris had referred me for 


my inſtructions. His Excellency bid me tell my huſband 


to take a houſe near Newcaſtle-upon-Tyne, to facilitate 
the conveying off the Count de la Motte, and that my 
fortune ſhould be made; adding that d'Atragon ſhould 
ſet out next day for Newcaſtle. Being myſelf arrived 


there, I heard from my huſband, that he had received 


one thouſand guinea: from the Secretary d'Arragon, of 
which 
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lese ſum 1 fare: in notes to the ann of nine ado 
and forty guineas in my huſband's poſſeſſion, Huty: gui. 
neas having been defalcated by the ſaid d' Arragon for 
his own uſe. That my ſaid huſband or me he was 
to receive moreover, ten thouſand pounds ſterling; for 
delivering up the ſaid Count de la Motte to the Frenck 
Miniſtry, the Sieur d'Arragon reſerving to himſelf allo 
one fifth part of the faid ſum: that my huſband- had 
been ſolicited by the ſaid d' Arragon, to adminiſter to the 
ſaid Count de la Motte, the contents of a certain phial, 
_ which were to put him to lleep for the ſpace of four 
and twenty hours, during which they mould put him 
into a ſack, and convey him to a ſhip lying ready in the 
harbour, the Captain of which was one Surbols, an ex- 
empt of the French Police; that my huſband abſoluteif 
declined adminiſtering the draught contained in the 
ſaid phial. That the pretence for the ſaid veſſel's (of | ; 
which the whole crew were a ſwarm. of retainers to the 4 
police, in diſguiſe,) failing to Neycaſtle, was to maks 
experiments on pit coal. That my huſband having all 
along diſcovered to Count de la- Motte, the whole ma- 
chination, the latter, unwilling that Mr. Coſta ſhould 
loſe the money promiſed him, ſuffered him to act as if 
in concert with the people ſent to apprehend the Count; 
in conſequence of which we all came up together ta 
London, where my huſband had a meeting in a hack» 
ney. coach, with Count d'Adhemar, and his Secretary 
d' Arragon, apparently on the ſubject of betraying the 
Count de la Motte. In witneſs whereof J have ſigned 
the preſent atteſtation. 125 


BEN AMINA COSTA. 
Sworn before me, 
this gib of December, 1788. 
Wm. HYDE. 
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Knight of the King's Order, Gentleman of the 3 


Edition, in 4to. | 5 £5. 
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2 n Faak, #7 aud Bil 47 St. Remy. Remy de J A 
| ENRT the Second, King of France had by ( 9 3 3 
144 Nicole de Savigny, Jenry de Saint Remy, t that e azure, "ns 
follows. The ſaid, Nicole de Savigny, ſtyled. High. and as. tort = 
Puiſſant Lady, Lady. of Saint Remy, Fontelle du Cha- inces or. 0 
tellier and Noez, married john de Ville, Knight of wo 

King's Order, and. made her laſt will on the 1 2th of 
January 1 5 90, in which ſhe declared © That the late 5 
King Henry the Second had made a donation to Hory 5 - ; 
Monfienr, his ſon, the ſum of 30, 000 crowns fol, which 5 
the had received in 1558.” oo: — 
Henry de Saint Remy, called Henry 97 7 4 en 898 2 
High and Puiſſant Lord, Knight, Lord of the Manor, 7%” 2 ; wakes hs 5, 
and Baron du Charellier, Fontette, Noez and Beauvoir, | | 


chamber in ordinary, Colonel of a regiment of horſe; 
and of foot; and Governor of Chateau Villain; 3 
married, by contract October 4 1992, articled 1 
Eſloyez in Champaign, Dame Chriſtiana de Luz,(+)ftyled e 


N Genealogical Hiſtory of the Houle 85 F Fracee, by 
Father Anſelme, vol. 1. p. 136. th wy 
Hiſtory | of France, by the Prefdent tt ndle, 
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de Luz, were married, the one to F rancis de Choiſeul 
TA. | Baron 


(0) The, two younger allers Marina and V 
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. High 41 Puiſſant 124% reli of Chua de Freſaay, | 
Lord of Loupy, Knight of the Kl g's Order, and daugh- 
ter of Hon. James de Lua, alſo Knight of the 1 

Order, "and of Lady Michelle Fay, Lord and Lady 

5 Bazoilles; died at Paris on the 14thof Fe 


7 3 
* 


1 1621, and had of his marriage the ſon who follows. : 
res xz Renatus de Saint Remy, ſtyled High' and: Puiſſant | 
357 15 e- Lord, Knight, Lord and Baron de Fontette, Gentleman 

nin Ordinary to the King's Bed- chamber, Captain of 


2 
hundred men at arms, died March 11, 16635 and had 
married, by articles entered into April 25, 1646, © 

*Þ Eſſoye, Jacquette Breveau, by whom 77 oy, 
he had the following 7. 45 0, OE ; 

1 e Peter John de Saint Remy 13 Kyle High a | 

Faber. Puiſſant Lord, Knight, Lord of Fontette, Major of the : 

FF | regimentof Bachevilliers horſe, was born September 9, 8 

N 1649, and baptized at Fontette, October 12, 1653; 

married firſt to Demoiſelle Reine Margaret c de Courtols, | 

and a ſecond time by articles paſſed on January 18, 
1673, at Saint Aubin, in the dioceſe of Toy), to Demo- 
ſelle Mary de Mullot, daughter of Paul de Mullot, 
Eſq. and of Dame Charlotte de Chaſlus, died before the 
74th of March, 1714; and of his ſecond. fm a had | 

a ſon who follows: 

Y.Dronts, Nicolas :Rebarus' de Salt eng de Valois, fled 

Knight, Baron of Saint Remy, and Lord of Luz; was 

baptized at Saint Aubin- aux-Auges, in the dioceſe of 

Toul, the 12th of April, 1678, ſerved the King during 

ten years, as garde · du- corps to his Majeſty, in the 

Duke de Charoſt's be quitted the ſervice! tw 


: Baron de Ambouville ; and the other to Benjamin de 
Sanciere, Lord and Baron of Tenance. OM 1 
| marry 
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ale Mary Elizabeth de 1 3 of Nicolas po 
Francis de Vienne, Knight, Lord and Baron of Fonterte, 25 
Nez, &c. Counſellor to che King, Preſident, Lieute- 
- nant-gegeral. in 1 Matters both civil and, criminal, in che fy hs 
Royal Bailiwick of Bar-ſur-Seine, and of Dame Eliza 
beth de Merille, died at Fontette on the 3& of October, 
| 17593 and of his marriage had two ſons: firſt, Peter $20 
- Nicolas Renatus de Saint Remy de Fontette, Bern > 
2 = Fontette, June 3, 1716, received in 2744 a Gentle: 
man Cadet, in the regiment. of Graſſin, where it is aſ- 
t the nl 
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ſured he was killed in an engagement aga 
enemies; ; and ſecond, James, who follows. | | 
James de Saint Remy de Valois firſt called 4 Ls vr! — 

and afterwards de Valois, ftyled, Knight, Baron de e 

Saint Remy, was born at Fontette, December 22, 

1717, and baptiſed January 1, 1718. In his baptiſmal 

atteſtation, which contains his name and condition, his 

father, thereat preſent, is called and ſtyled, < Meſſire 

" Nicolas Renatus de Saint Remy de Valois, Baron de 

St. Remy: . and his aunt, who was one of the ſpon- 

ſors, is therein called . Demoiſelle Barbara Thereſa, 
e of late Meſſire Peter John de Saint Remy de 

Valois. Both of them ſigned their names to it, Saint 

Remy. de Valois, He eſpouſed, in the pariſh church 

of St. Martin, at Langres, on the 14th of Auguſt, 

17555 Mary Joſſel, by whom he already had a ſon, who 
follows: and died at the Hotel Dieu, in Paris, F ebruary 

16, 176 2, according to the regiſter of his death, in which 

he is called and ſtyled © Ja ames de Valois, leite, Bar 

ron de Saint Roe” ; | 
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f Kober F 25 1757. 88 
Wez Anthony Mary 40 ier de Se 
Judge at Arms of the Nobility of Franc 
ordry Grand: Croſs of the Royal Order of St Maurice 
of Sardinia, do "certify unto the King, the duch of che 
x. | fats certified i in the above Memorial, by us drawn up 
88 from authentic records. In witneſs thereof we have 
1 ſigned the preſent certificate, and cauſed i it to be bunker 
— Ggned by our ſecretary, who has put to it the ſeal o 
arms: Done at Paris, on Monday the 6th. day of te | 
A | month of May, in the year 1776. (ined). D'Hosrzs 
DE SERTONY * ( Idwer down.) by Monſieur the Judge = 
Arms of the Nobility. of, ker Duritsau, 05 and 
Jl | 
We, the underſigned Tae at | Aims of che Nobile 
| x; France, &c. do certify that this copy of the preſent 
Memorial is conformable to the record preſerved i in our 
repoſitory of nobility ; in witneſs whereof we have bg 
ed it, and cauſed it to be counter-ſigned by our Secre- 
rary, 'who has affixed to it the ſeal of our arms. Done 
at Paris, en T hurſday the 1 3th day of the month of 
October, in che year $79 5. Signed' D loss DE r- 
& 31-77 _ 


By er the judge at . of the Nobility 
of France. Signed Durrkssts. 
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LETTER FROM THE cDNA To THE 

 Mapan, . : 


4 dag Counteſs ha PF 
TC to me, ho-] much you ſeemedl affected with tlie 


account ſhe gave you of the little ſervices I have ren- 
dered her. The concern alone which ſhe inſpires, in- 
duced me to ſeize every opportunity of obliging her; 
for certainly I was very far from foreſeeing ſhe would 


one day be in a capacity of mentioning me to you, in 
| ſuch a manner as to remove the evil impreſſions which 
my enemies have ever given you of my diſpoſition. 
Chance has therefore befriended me, more than my 
on endeavours; for you know all the efforts I have 
made to ſpeak to you, only for one inſtant, without 
ever being able to compaſa it. Perſons whom I ĩma- 
gined my friends, and who were poſſeſſed of your 
confidence, have availed themſelves of the deſire 1 


had of terminating my -difgrace, to make me com- 
mit acts of imprudence, take faiſe ſteps, and almoſt 
ſurely to work my ruin; and were it not for a circum- 


ſtance, as extraordinary as that which this day affords, I 
ſhould always have appeared a monſter. in your eyes, 


without even an opportunity of eſtabliſhing my innocence, 


But 9 begins to ſhine in my heart, and I prefume to 
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. t 6 SY ns 
E think you will not diſdain to 85 me. Let but your 
beauteous mouth pronounce the word yes, you will be- 


hold your ſlave at your fert, and this ** will 5 the 
happieſt of his life. | 


No. nm. OS. MM 1 
LET TER FROM THE CARDINAL ro THE 
- QUEEN. 
March 28, «I e, 
| M ADAM, 5 
; « WITH ſorrow I am wel, ic 
you will not vouchſafe me a private interview, till I 
= have produced the moſt authentic proofs of your having 


been impoſed upon. You require of me, in writing, 
a compendious plea towards my juſtification. Although 
ſecure of the perſon through whoſe hands it would be 
- conveyed to you, I muſt own, that as yet not knowing 
what degree of confidence you repoſe in her, I would 
not lightly entruſt a writing; containing anecdotes in 
- which your Majeſty ſhould be brought in queſtion. As 
I cannot poſſibly employ the hand of a third, I ought 
(eſpecially after all that has befallen me) to be extremely 
' cautious. I preſume to believe, that your Majeſty will 
not look upon this act of circumſpection as a refuſal to 
comply with your will. I wait for further commands, 
and in conſequence of the converſation I have had with 
1 > 
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Commit (which the will impart to you) I hope, that in 


order to avoid any thing's falling into unfaithful hands,/ , 
you will permit me to lay before you, by word of mouth, 


the particulars you require of me. I remain, in expec- 
tation of your ultimate will and pleaſure, 0 mo fin- 


ceere ma wel devoted of your ks 


be 
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LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
n 
e „ os, i DS 


cc J am bound to ſubſcribe to the will of 


my Maſter, and look upon myſelf as too happy in his 
condeſcending to liſten to any thing relating to his 


ſlave. The dear Counteſs raiſed me to the ſummit of 


kappineſs, by telling me, that you could wiſh to, find 
me innocent. Yes; J am fo, and can give you the 


moſt convincing proofs of it. So great is the joy which. 


that idea produces in me, that every object to me no 
langer wears the ſame appearance. You will diſcover 
by my ſtyle, that my imagination is exalted; I could 


wiſh to deſcribe to you all the ſenſations JI expe- 
rience, but my ideas ſucceed each other ſo, rapidly, that 
5 find it impoſſible to write — T his moment 
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all the” pangs 1 dude“ en- 
dured; and I the more willingly forgive the authors 
of them, as I coticeive what ſacrifices may be gladly 77 
made to merit and preſerve your kindneſs. I no lon- 
ger delay ſending you part of what you aſk of me, re- 
ſerving for a verbal explanation what was the aim of the 
Princeſs of Guemence, when ſhe wiſhed to puzzle you 
with a ſtory, in which the Duke de Lauzun, and the 
Prince of Luxembourg were brought in as parties con-. 
cerned.----- Diſcoveries which I have ſince made, have 
let me into the knowledge of my dear niece's diſpo- 
ſition. I know that it was ſhe who. contributed moſt 
to my diſgrace, and raiſed me enemies, who have been 
but too ſycceſsful in continuing it. She has, however, 
been puniſhed for it, and the contempt ſhe inſpires you 
with, perſuades me, that you will eaſily perceive the fal- 
fi ity of-all the ſlanderous tales the has deviſed, in order 
to effect Fwy: ruin. 5 | 


Z 


I at this inſtant receive a note from the Counteſs; 
who tells me ſhe is. ſerting off for Verſailtes ; 1 ſend 
her this letter, and to-morrow will diſpatch a courier, 

who will deliver to her what you require,---Tt he e 
is  ſertled.- 3 Tour faithful ſlave.” FEY 
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MA DAM, 


my deſire to be again favourably received, by my 
recent behaviour, and do juſtice to bim who has fuf- 
fered all undeſeryedly, ay ee 

Madame de Guẽmeneẽ;, to remove from my and 


every ſuſpicion which her conduct might raiſe, and to 


draw me into an unbounded confidence, told me, that. 
ſhe was almoſt perſuaded you. was acquainted with the 


_' various letters I had written, in order to raiſe an obſtacle 


to your marriage with the Dauphin; that thoſe letters 
had been forged at Madame du Barry . and afterwards 
by her ſhewn to Lewis the Fifteenth, in one of thoſe 
moments when ſhe knew how to make him believe what 


the pleaſed ; that this firſt diſcovery was the motive of 
the hatred and contempt you had conceived for her and 


for me: that in the next place you had been aſſured, 
that I, ſtimulated by revenge- for the little regard paid 
to my counſels, had written to the Empreſs, to inform 


her of your intimate connection with the Count d' Ar- 


tois; that the letter was written in the plaineſt terms, 
and that probably the Chancellor, the Duke d' Aiguil- 
bans and Madame du Barry, had l upon the 
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1 as the . of cyl evidently 1 5 
thoſe perſonages were concerned in it. That is, ſaid ſhe, 
the information I have gained. If in reality thoſe writ- 
ings ever exiſted, and yau were the author of them, you 
muſt never. expect forgiveneſs, nor ſhall I, by any 
means, take a ſingle ſtep towards obtaining it for you; 
but if, on the contrary, you was barely the agent in 
that tranſaction, and that Madame du Barry, to whom 
you could refufe nothing, (after the ſervices ſhe had 
done you) prevailed on you to lend your name to that 
odious villainy, it will be eaſy for me, by ſome well 
timed obſervations, ta reconcile matters: but previous 
to my taking the firſt ſtep, I require of you a fincere 
avowal of all that paſſed, This account, which J ſhort- 
en conſiderably, threw me into a ſtate which I cannot 
deſcribe : aſtoniſhment, indignation, rage ſeized on my 
ſpirits, and made me pour forth againſt thoſe monſters, | 
a torrent of epithets they well deſerved, but which ref.” * 
pect forbids me to repeat. Grown ſomewhat calmer, 
1 ſaid to Madame de Guẽmeneẽ, it was impoſſible ſuch 
deteſted falfhoods could ever have been; that I had ab- 
ſolutely no knowledge of them, and that I could not 
perſuade myſelf any one had been daring enough to uſe 
my name, as a vehicle to information fo bafe and 
' injurious. I cannot think, continued ſhe, that you 
act a ſtudied part, or that the diſcovery of theſe monſæ 
trous dealings, leads you to ſuch violence of paſſion in 
order to perſuade me that you are innocent. I know 
your diſpoſition, and that you are incapable of ſuch 
deceit: but that thoſe guilty writings have exiſted, 
as allo * tae Queen is come to the knowledgs 
| * 


— 


— 
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of dem, i a fact; but to tell you in e nee is 
more than I know. It is your intereſt to help me in 
diſcovering the authors, I may poſſibly facilitate you 
the means: but let us have a little patience. -The 
.entrahce of the Prince de Guẽmenẽe put an end to 
this converſation, and ſhortly after I took my leave, 
fearing left he ſhould obſerve my emotion. Several 
weeks elapſed, without a poſſibility of finding an oppor- 
tunity to renew the conference; T was only tranſiently 
informed there was nothing new ſtirring, and that a fa- 
vourable moment was watched for, to enter upon an ex- 
planation, though matters were not to be hurried on, 
but that great reſervedneſs muſt be uſed in bringing on | 
the tapis anecdotes, that had occaſioned many diſap- 
pointments ; and that an able courtier ſhould never ſtir 
up diſagreeable recollections; that I might depend on 
her deſire of ſerving me, and live in hopes of ſeeing my 
diſgrace brought to a ſpeedy concluſion. Thoſe flatter- 
ing promiſes contributed a little to reſtore me to my 
tranquility; for, from the period of my firſt interview 
J had ceaſed to exiſt, and I own to you, that I was 
thrown into ſo great an agitation, by the machina- 
tions that had been put in practice againſt me, that I was 
repeatedly tempted to throw myſelf at your knees, 
and beſeech you to hear me; but a ſhort reflection, and 
the fear of making an Eclat, prevented me. Above all, 
the hope Madame de Guemente gave me, every time I 

met her, allured my reſolution to ſuch a degree, chat 
ſhe managed to make me believe whatever ſhe would. 
I was one Sunday evening with the Prince de Soubiſe, 
who was waiting for his carriage to. return to .Paris, 
when 


T 12 1 


| eren; the card table, intimating, that ſhe had 


ing to bornmunieate- The ſatisſuktion I diſenvertil 
an her eountenance, on my entering her apartment, 


proved to me a good omen! nor was. I miſtaken in it. 


I have good news, ſaid ſhe; to impart to you, ſit you 
down and you ſhall hear.---I ſaw the Queen yeſterday, 


| vhen 2 g om of the chambers to Matlanie de. Sue = 
nde, cams to deſire my attendance on her, while you 


and by an unexpected piece of good luck, the conver- 


ſation turned upon you, without my bringing it about. 
I eagerly ſeized the opportunity to tell her, ſhe had been 
cruelly deceived by the reports that had been con- 


veyed to her: that from the time of your having in- 


curred her diſpleaſure, your exiſtence was the moſt 


wretched that could be; and that were it not for the 
hopes you entertained- of one day juſtifying yourſelf, 


you would ere this have left the court, and retired to 


Saverne. If what you tell me were true, anſwered ſhe, 


he would have ſought the means of juſtification, yet 
hitherto I do not perceive he has taken any method 
whatever to effect it. This anſwer afforded me an 


opportunity of relating to her the converſation you 


and I had together, to which I added ſeveral other cir- 


cumſtances, which could not fail to perſuade her of the 


3 
7 
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fallacy of the facts reported to her: but 1 perceived by her 


anſwer, that more than one conference would be requi- 
ſite to convince her: for which reaſon I did not think it 


[expedient to carry things any farther, or to propoſe a 


premature explanation, which might have ruined all. 


T have an infallible way, and if you will ſecond me, 1 


make no doubt of ſucceeding in the enterprize. 


She 
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She: his for ſome nega with hs Have 3 Ci, 4 
white ſpaniel dog: 1 know that the breed is frequent- | | © 
ly met with in the Upper Alſace; if you could, through | 
means of your acquaintance there, Procure me ſuch a 
little creature, I would make her à preſent, of it, re- 
2 to tell _ it rn from ont as rem ban 
. 1 Was 1 0% Wey as to ole nal little dig 
which you was ſo fond of; and took ſo great a liking to. 
Madame de Guemiente failed not to apprize me of 
it, aſſuring me that ſhe had told you; that 1, hearing of 
the deſire you had for a little Alſatian dog, had made 
all poſſible enquiry after one: and that having been fuc- 
ceſsful, I had brought one to her with an Arabian name, 
the meaning of which was ( faithful and unhappy; 
that this account, far from leſſening your fondeſs for 
the little unfortunate being, had encreaſed it: from 
which ſhe drew the moſt favourable omen, and hoped 
that 1 ſhort ttly ſhould be nen to o change ang W of 
my repreſentative. e's 
e I knew not in what nels t e 6 wy: gtati- | 
tude to her; ſhe was ſenſible of the exceſſive joy ſhe 
gave me, and availed herſelf of it, to requeſt of me the : 
loan of a pretty conſiderable ſum. I would have part 
ed with my whole fortune, thinking myſelf too happy in | 
being uſeful to a woman to whom I was ſo greatly be- 
holden. The eaſy compliance ſhe had met with, en- 
ticed her to make farther demands, which” I could not N 
refuſe; ſhe always knowing how to accompany them 
with hopes, with ſoothing promiſes, and at the ſame 
time e with difficulties ſhe would find ways to overcome, 
| EE | "2M on ES. all 


Po 
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obliged to borrow for her, and finding my. reſources, ex- 


hauſted, ſince I had been ſeveral times obliged to give 


her a deniah the imagined, that to throw 4 maſk over 
all her iniouities and falſhoods, the only way ſor her 
was to ruin me entirely in your opinion. She knew 
that the Princeſs de Marſan had ſpoken to me concern- 


ing your little dog, telling me ſhe ſhould be glad to 


ſee me come into favour again; that I ought to dept 


7 5 14 1 1 20 on 
l Sich fie did ia onder 6 gls de- Barry 
finances being greatly deranged, by the ſums I had been 


| on your indulgence, ſince you had. accepted of _ 


came from me. Fear of my diſcovering the truth, made 
her contrive a very ſure way of rendering me odioys. 


You are acquainted with the imprudent ſteps I took, 
they were her work, and at ti.e moment I thought ]-was 


complying with your commands, ſhe. was . perſuading 


you it was a raſhneſs to be. condemned in me, that. 


only acted thus to expoſe you; and that I was in confe- | 


deracy with two or three other perſons, whom ſhe nam- 
ed to you. Thinking her work imperfect, ſhe wiſhed 


to put a finiſhing hand to it, and to give me the fatal 
blow. To compaſs this ſhe muſt firſt aſſign to me the 
reaſons why I ſtill proved unſucceſsful. She is fruitful 
in expedients, infinite are the reſources of her imagina- 


tion. I was ſubdued to her will, I Pry believed 
every thing. 5 

Lou was to give an entertainment at the Little 
Trianon, but the time appointed was yet diſtant.” Dur- 
ing the intervening ſpace, I prepared all things neceſ- 


fary for my diſguiſe. The long wiſhed for day being | 


come, and following my dear niece's inſtructions, I 
flipped 
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flipped into the gardens, where I 1 was not 1 before © 
I was ſurrounded and purſued, like an owl that had in- 
truded into that enchanted - grove. The ſhouts of 

Monſieur Abbe, and other very mortifying epithets, 3 
made me ſee clearly that 1 had been pitched upon to 
ſerve for ſport to the whole aſſembly. Irritated at hav- 
ing been ü! in ſuch a manner, I withdrew, rage and 
deſpair filling my breaſt, fully determined to be reveng· 
ed as ſoon as I found an opportunity. This ſcene cauſed 

in me ſo great a revolution, that T had a ſevere fit of 
illneſs. The authoreſs of my misfortune made more- 
over a handle of my unhappy ſituation, | to ſpread a re- 
Port that I walked in my ſleep, and that my night ram- 
bles in the gardens had brought en my diſorder. She 
uſed every method to turn me into ridicule, and to raiſe 
me freſh' enemies, who ſince have not ceaſed to ny” 
Firs me. 

e Theſe are events i you Ghar ever ns ignorant 
of, and will; ſerve to __ how far I have be en the 
_ dupe of my ſincerity. 

« As to the diſappearing of your little FR 1 will 
tell you what J have heard concerning it, as alſo many 

other ſtories laid to my account, and in which I never 
had any ſhare: having ſought, through all the unfortu- 
nate periods that enſued, every opportunity to afford 
you inſtances of my reſpect, and ſincere attachment. 

« Theſe are very tedious particularities, which have. 
made me forget the hour. I hope, however, that my 
courier will arrive time enough to deliver my letter. F_ 

wait with great impatience for the Counteſs : Heaven 


grant ſhe ray ng me good news,---Ever en and 
n 5 
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_ LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL To Tir 
$ 3 Ar 10, OY 
__— _ Mapan, 8 5 
115 | I EASILY ee that id; al | 
that has paſſed, it would be a contradiction in your con- 
duct towards me, if you were ſeen to grant me openly, 
and fo ſpeedily, a protection, which thoſe about you 
have perſuaded you I was undeſerving of. It would 
doubtleſs be ſounding an alarm for all my enemies, who 
would not fail to come together on that occaſion. But 
all their efforts would prove unavailing, if my dear 
Maſter has a deſire to pardon his Slave. Sovereign, 1 
equally powerful and reſpected, your will muſt ever be), 
a law, which your attendants will be too happy in ſub- 
mitting to! If, however, you have particular reaſons for 
acting with reſerve till a certain period, I will conform 
to whatever may be. pleaſing to you, and will, to the 
utmoſt of my power, remove whatever might diſturb che, 
quiet and happineſs of my dear Maſter. 
I dare to hope, that to indemnify your ſabmige 
Slave for all the contradictions he will be forced to ex- 
perience, you will condeſcend again to enable him to 
kiſs that beauteous hand, and hear that an mouth 
pronounce * Pardon.“ 
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LETTER FROM. THE QUEEN 10 THE 
CARDINAL, | 


RE en ns, 1784. 
5 „ MT READ. th indignation the 
manner in which you have been deceived by your 
niece, | I never had any knowledge of che letters you _ 
mention to me, and I queſtion whether they ever 

; exiſted. The perſons you complain of have in reality 
contributed to your diſgrace, but the methods they uſed 
to effect it, were very different from thoſe you ſuppoſe, 
I have forgotten all, and require of you never to ſpeak 

do me of any thing that has reference to what is paſt. 

The account which the Counteſs has given me of your 
behaviour towards her, has made a ſtonger impreſſion 

on me, than all you have writtten to me. I hope 
you will never forget that it is to her you are indebted 
for your pardon, as alſo ſor the letter I write to you. 

| I have always looked upon you as a very inconſiſtent 
and indiſcreet man; which opinion neceſſarily obliges 
me to great reſervedneſs, and I own to you, that no- 
thing but a conduct quite the reverſe of that. you 
have held, can regain my. confidence a merit my 
eſteem.” 
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No. VHI. 


LETTER FROM. THE CARDINAL 10 THE 


- QUEEN. 


ne ; 
P 4 


May 6, 1784. ; 
. YES: 1 am the. happieſt mortal 


breathing! My Maſter pardons me; he grants me his 
confidence, and to eompleat my happineſs, he has the 


goodneſs to ſmile upon his Slave, and to give him pub- 
licly fignals of a right underſtanding. Such unexpedtet . 
favours cauſed in me fo great an emotion, that I for 

a moment was apprehenſive leſt the motive ſhould be > 
ſuſpected by the extraordinary anſwers which I made. . 
But I foon recovered, when I ſaw my abſence of mind 


was attributed to quite another motive; upon which I 
aſſumed an air of approbation, in order to divert obſer- 


vation from the real object. This circumſtance is a 
warning to me, to direct henceforth my words 8 ae- 
tions in a more prudential manner. 

© know how to appreciate all the obligaticns I am 


under to the charming Counteſs. In whatever ſituation | 


] may chance to be, I ſhall be gratefully mindful of all 5 
that ſhe has done in my behalf. --So much for that. 


All depends on my Maſter.-----The facility he has of 


making beings happy, makes his Slave wiſh for the 
means of following his footſteps, — being the echo * 


his yy * * 
LETTER 


No. IX. 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN To: TRE. 
5 CARDINAL. | e 


CIS Re | a I *. bath, 


$2 ans CANN or diſapprove of the de- 
fire” you Ate 66 ſeeing me; I 'could wiſh, in order to 
facilitate you the means, to remove all obſtacles that 
oppoſe it, but you would not have me act imprudently 
to bring about more compendiouſly a thing which yu 
muſt be perſuaded you will ſhortly obtain. You have 
enemies, who have done you much diſſervice with the 
Miniſter, (the Counteſs will tell you the meaning of that 
word, which you muſt uſe for the future.) The turning 
of them out cannot but be advantageous to you. I 
Kno- ] che changes and revolutions that are to happen, 
and have calculated all the circumſtances which will 
infallibly bring forward the opportunities which I de- 
fire. In the interim be very cautious, above all diſ- 
creet; and, as there is no foreſeeing what may happen, 
be reſerved, and greatly n in what you hereaſter 


| write to me.“ 
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LE TTER FROM THE af EEN 10 ru. 
CARDINAL. 15 


May 23, 764 
| 5 tt. MENTION: was made of you to me 
e in a manner that induces me to think there is 
à ſuſpicion of ſome intelligence. 1 cannot conceive 
what can have given riſe to ſuch à ſuppoſition. What- 
eyer the intention was, it was not gratified; give you 
notice of it, that you may be upon your guard, and 
avoid all ſurprize. T ſhall go this week to Tn, and 
ſhall there ſee the Counteſs, to whom I will ; communi< 


cate a ſcheme that will certainly be pleaſing to you. 37 
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No. XI. 


| 


LETTER 1 FROM THE CARDINAL To TR 


QUEEN. 


* 2, 1784. 
MAD AM, 


ce THE Counteſs idee what I 


faid to her relative to my requeſt of entreating from 


you an interview. I ſhould be very unjuſt, and truly 
FT remain 


indiſcreet to ſolicit th 


t. ha, whillt thoſe nice 


remain which you ſo kindly acquainted me with. This 


is exactly what I jeſtingly ſaid to her, not thinking ſne 
would report it to you. Charming Counteſs, you 


cc 


cc 


cc 


: ME 


cc 


cc 


cc 


are very amiable, and doubtleſs deſerving of the at- 
tachment that is conceived for you How happy 
are you! You will .to-morrow ſee my dear Maſter, 
you will be at his feet, whilſt his faithful Slave lives 
under a continual reſtraint, deprived of the only plea- 


ſure he could have of ſeeing, admiring, adoring him, 
and ſwearing at his feet that his reſpect, his attach- 
ment, his love, will only end with his life. You have 


it in your power to crown all my wiſhes ; ; it depends 
greatly on you:----Hear me----l ſhould indeed be 
ſorry, did my Maſter imagine, that my whole con- 
duct had no other tendency but towards ambition, 
and the deſire of being avenged of my enemies. 


The requeſt I preferred to him of receiving me, may 
have raiſed thoſe ſuſpicions in him; which, in order to 


remove from his mind, and perſuade him that I have 


no other aim, or defire, but to-pleaſe him; tell him 


that I would very willingly conſent to paſs for ever in 
the public eſtimation for a man in diſgrace, and 
who richly deſerves it, if he would vouchſafe me 


the fayours he grants to you. This confeſſion is as 
ſincere as the deſire I have of ſeeing my wiſhes ac- 
compliſhed.” -The Counteſs laughed heartily at 


the. notion, and made her account of entertaining you 
with it. The manner in which ſhe related to you our con- 
verſation, is no doubt what oecaſioned your reproaching 
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No. XII. | Y 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL To TIE 
8 . 


its 12; 17% 


ec The pig is delighted---hb has juſt mentioned to 


me, with rapture, the ſignal of intelligence and kind- 
neſs which he received from the Maſter---], in order to 
perplex him, endeavoured to inſinuate, that it was to 


the Counteſs, and not to him it was directed, which 


threw him into a violent rage. You ſee how jealous 


people are of pleaſing you, and obtaining a ſingle look 


from you. From that inſtant the ſavage has been 


happy; and I am perſuaded there is nothing in the 


world he would not undertake to merit your eſteem and 
countenance. He hopes you will become reconciled to 
his figure, and that his qualifications will l make you re- 
gard him with a more favourable eye. . 


] was in hopes of hearing from you before my depar- 


ture, but the Counteſs has juſt told me, that your toilet 


and the eee of the day had not left you one mo- 


| ment 8 


| 0 abie; tad indeed 1 100 
* on your indulgence. You are ſo kind, ſo ready 
to relieve. the | wretched, that your ſlave cannot per- 
ſuade himſelf you will much longer debar him from 


123 
W}, N 
2 


1 ; 7 4 { 4 x i 5 BE . s 
* 1 rg bo 3 . > 5 
: 8 ' 3 n . * vo 5 . * r 1 . 
: Y % F 1 15 ; Wet . 0 F 
7 N * 4 * * a A 
7 = 4 > * 4 * - 4 
: U : oy : * J 
oh + ; g 5 0 
\ 1 3 | Y a 0 : - '# 8 
[2 7 F - ** = 
x * *; ” 783 5 CL 
F p 2 1 
* * 


. lll. PE am highty heiſt with Fey Minifter ; 3 
J don't r We hum e one NO act 28 Has Thr 
diator.” „ | 


3 


Noe. XIII. „ 


LETTER : FROM THE CARDINAL 185 Thi 
e VERN ag 
1 en ee e MY adorable kale permit your 


Slave to expreſs his joy for the favours you have con- 

ferred upon him. That charming roſe lies upon my 
HF heart---] will preſerve it to my lateſt breath. It will 
inceſſantly recall to me the firſt inſtant of my happi- 
 neſs.---In parting from the Counteſs I was ſo tranſ- 
ported, that I found myſelf imperceptibly brought to the 
charming ſpot which you had made choice of. Aſter 
having croſſed the ſhrubbery, I almoſt deſpaired of know- 
Ing again the place where your beloved Slave threw him- | 
ſelf at your feet. ---Deſtined, no doubt, to experience, 
during that delightful night, none but happy ſenſations, 
I found again the pleaſing turf, gently preſſed by thoſe 
8 pretty little feet---I ruſhed upon it, as if you had till 
” been there, and kiſſed with as much ardor your graſſy 
ſeat, as that fair hand which was yielded to me with a 
grace and kindneſs that belong to none but my dear 
Maſter.---Inchanted, as it were, to that bewitching ſpot, 
4 found the greateſt difficulty in quitting it: and I 
9 D 2 TX ſhould | _ 
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N ſhould certa ny! Gm 8 8 the WE OG had 1 not 


been apprehenſive of making my attendants oth. 
who knew of my being out. Soon after my return 
home I went to bed, but preſſed for a conſiderable time 
a reſtleſs pillow. My imagination, ſtruck with your 
adorable perſon, was filled, during my ſlumbers, with 
the moſt delightful ſenſations,---Happy night! that 
proved the brighteſt day in my life Adorable Maſter, 
your Slave cannot find expreſſions to deſcribe his feli- 
city !---you yeſterday witneſſed his embarraſſment, his 
baſhfulneſs, his filence, the natural effects of the moſt. 
genuine love ! you alone in the univerſe, could produce 
what he neyer before experienced.---Enveloped in theſe 
pleaſing ſenſations, I ſometimes imagine it to be only a 
viſionary felicity, and that J am ſtill under the influence 
of a dream: but combining all the {circumſtances of my 
happineſs, recalling to mind the enchanting ſound of 
that voice which pronounced .my pardon, I give way 
to an exceſs of joy, accompanied with exclamations, | 
which, if they were overheard, would argue diſtraction, 
Such is my condition, which I deem ſupremely happy, 
and wiſh for its continuance the remainder of my 
life. 


I mall not * till I have heard from you,” I 
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LETTER F ROM THE CARDINAL 10 THE | 
200 % Ts "th 9, 1784.” 
MODES e 1 THINK 1 {dv found out the 
i and pretence the Maſter is wiſhing 
for. Not long ſince I imparted to him the fears of his 

Slave, and the dangers he is expoſed to, in conſequence 

of the ſuſpicions which his affiduities have raiſed. A 

diſcovery would undo him for ever, by the inſinuations 

which would neceſſarily enſue, and the Maſter, ſpite” of 
his authority, would find himſelf forced to ſacrifice his 

Slave, leſt himſelf ſhould be expoſed, chrou gh an endleſs 

circulation of tittle-tattle. 

Wo are ſometimes under a neceſſity of beſtowing 
our confidence upon perſons who are placed near us, 
on whoſe fidelity perhaps, we can but little depend, and 
who often avail themſelves of circumſtances to draw us 
into- inconſiſtencies; which we are not at firſt aware of. 
Their aim is to become poſſeſſed of weapons, which 
they know how to turn againſt us, in order to preſerve 

their ſway, and incapacitate us from acting in con- 
* formity with our wiſhes. Such is the ſituation of the 

Maſter---thwarted in his views, his projects, his very 

conduct: he ſees, but too late, the danger there is in 
giving one's ſelf up without reſerve: eſpecially. to the 
5 wicked, who know how to make their advantage of 
every thing. Not knowing as yet the reafons of the 
reſervedneſs he is to put on, nor the nature of his confi- 

* | | dence 


* 


1 26 


* 


4 dence, 1 can give him no a nor chien the 
means of avoiding what might prove diſpleaſing to 


him---you comprehend my meaning. I muſt then con- 


fine myſelf to pointing out the method of ſending open- 
ly for his Slave, without the Miniſter, the P. the V. the 


B. &c. being able to paſs any reflection on that proceed- 


ing. That firſt ſtep being ſettled, nothing will be more 
eaſy than to continue yiſits, which will be ſanctioned on 


one ſide, and a matter of indifference on the other. 
Tou have at the preſent moment a young perſon 
who works under your immediate inſpection-I know 


5 


chat that perſon's works have been pleafing to you, and 


that you wiſh to patronize her. She has made a clergy- 


man, a relation of her's, to whom ſhe is under great ob- 
ligations a partaker of your bounty. The latter is comet 
to conſult me, and aſk whether he might hope to obtain 


a vacant place, which would be demanded of me by |, 


you. Being made acquainted with all the particulars, 


directed him to draw up a memoir, which will be. 
delivered to the little one, with all inſtructions requiſite, | 
You will find the petition at the bottom of your baſket, | 
and will judge by the contents of it, that the Slave muſt 


neceſſarily be ſent for, to receive his orders from the 


Maſter, to whom this unaffected tranſaction, and the 


_ eager defire of complying with his will, muſt undoubt- 


edly afford an opportunity - of ſhewing his indulgence; 


and of inſenfibly forgetting what has paſſed. 


The Counteſs will ſtay till Thurſday, that ſhe may | 


bring me back your determination or your commands. 
M. B. S. T. C. B.---You comprehend my mean- 
ing.“ 2 1 | 
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No. XV. 


LETTER, FROM Tri CARDINAL To THE. 


al 13s OE 
{0 T HERE is a pores which ſays, | 
<no0 good fortune ever comes alone my fad adventure . 
will prove the proverb falſe. Do not be alarmed, pre- 


Parts en the contrary, to laugh heartily, and to make 


game of me at our next meeting. After the moſt com- 
plete happineſs, 1 was ſtealing away to the paſſage you 
know, when paſſing along a quick-ſet hedge, a loud noiſe 
made me apprehenſive ſome body wanted to ſurpriſe me 
_---terrified to the laſt degree, I made but one jump to 
get out of reach. My haſtineſs having prevented my 


taking the uſual precautions, and ſtill leſs noticing that 


the rain had made the ground ſlippery, I found myſelf, 
I cannot well ſay how, in the very middle of the ditch. 
The Savage, who was waiting for me on the other ſide, 
perceiving in my comical fall, nothing more than an ex- 
ceſs of clumſineſs on my part, burſt out into an exceſ- 
ſive fit of laughter, holding his ſides, and writhing him- 
ſelf in the moſt whimſical manner. A few ſignificant 
words ſtifled; for an inſtant, his immoderate riſibility, 
and he helped me out of the mire, into which J had 
ſunk pretty deep. You know the ſerious turn of the 
Savage, would you ever have thought, that after ] had 
appriſed wa wy the cauſe of my * he would have 
fallen 


# * 


i 


N 


Eaten a eng Adden ? Undoubtedly n not. Wel, of 
. twiſting himſelf about, rolling upon the graſs, 
unable to utter a ſingle word. Seeing nothing moe | 
on the oppoſite fide, I waited with tolerable compoſure 
to ſee the end of this extraordinary merriment. When 
he was grown a little more ſedate, I told him ſomewhat 
ſeriouſly, that I would be careful never after to take him 
along with me, ſince, in ſo delicate an occurrence, he 
| behaved with equal folly and indiſcretion. “ Do not 
et condemn me unheard,” anſwered he, hear me It * 
'< a rabbit or a partridge that has frightened you=--you. 5 
c thought you ſaw the whole gang at your heels, and 
« without reflecting in the leaſt, you came and playell 
ce the di- dapper to avoid being ſeen by them. Suppoſe 
« yourſelf in my place: : as I neither perceived nor 
e heard any thing that could occaſion ſo precipitate a a 
e retreat, my firſt motion was to laugh. You relate | 
« your fright, I gueſs at the motive that gave tiſe to it; 
I then ſurvey you, behold you all over mud, with 
« your breeches torn from one end to the other---who  . 
ec the Devil could forbear laughing? -I myſelf look, 
and ſee the truth of his account, our eyes meet, end we 
Join in chorus. So far all was right, except the tearing 
of a pair of breeches, and a rather filthy maſquerade-<- . 
but the diſcovery of my thumb's being out of joint, 
brought on a little gravity in our progreſs. . Having 
ſtolen in unperceived at home, the, Savage performed the 
office of a ſurgeon ; thanks to his balſam, I am in much 
leſs pain to day. The Counteſs, whom I ſaw this morn- - 
ing, finding me with my hand muffled up, naturally aſked 
what had happened to me. Though ſure ſhe would 
| ſk 


„ 
x 


AE 3 1 


run her jokes upon me, 1 told her my fad miſhap, s At 


zed {fo immoderately, that ſhe was forced 
and 8 into another apartment. The 


eee ae. had left i in the drawing room of her exceſ- 9 


ſive ri iſibility,. making. me apprehend a ſecond ſhower, . 
I withdrew without ſeeing her again.-----The charming 


laugher will not fail of telling you what ſhe calls my 
aukwardneſs, but I hope that for chis time her mirch | 
WU GETS in the tame manner. 


Fon T3. 
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| LETTER FROM THE prix To THE E 


CARDINAL. 


oy IS, 1784. 
« LAST night I received the packet, 


Fe inſtructions, and reflexions thou ſendeſt me con- 


cerning Calonne. I know him to be a man who would 
not miſs an opportunity of ſetting himſelf off at the ex- 


pence of any perſon whatever; but 1 likewiſe know, 
that when I have recommended to him any matter what- 


ſoever, he will pay regard to it, and not ſeek to thwart 
me. The object of which thou ſpeakeſt to me relative 


to the Counteſs, has no manner of reference to this; I 
am well pleaſed with thee for thy demand upon him; 
but the matter of fact is, that at that period I only knew 

the Counteſs * ſight, and or "OM heard her 9 


of by Madatne, who was ke well wiſher. The enco- 
miums ſhe paſſed on her, and the circumftances of the 
2d of February did all the reſt. A miniſter is oſten 

forced to contrive falſhoods and be guilty of injuſtice, 

eſpecially when ſure of impunity ; he was ignorant at 
that moment of my concern for her, nor do 1 wonder 
at his uſing my name; or that of the Miniſter, in order to 
avoid all farther ſolicitations from thee. Moreover as it 
is an affair of the firſt magnitude, and that requires ma- 
ture deliberation, we will take all neceſſary meaſures 
not to meet with any obſtacles, and at the ſame time 
revive the e of the Doctor: all is for the beſt, 


Farewell.” af 


No. XVII. 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN 10 THE, 
© CARDINAL. Som 


Auguſt 16, 1784. 

AN obſervation made to me yeſterday | 
with an air of curioſity and ſuſpicion will prevent my 
going to day to T n; but will not for all that, de- 
prive me from ſeeing my amiable Slave. The Mini- 
ſter ſets out at eleven to go a hunting at R , his re- 

turn will be very late, or to ſpeak more properly, next 
morning. I hope. during his abſence to make myſelf 


amends for the tediouſneſs and contradict! jon J have ex- 
perienced 


K * 
perienced for theſe two days paſt. Imprudent contutt . 
has brought me to that paſs, that I cannot without 


danger remove objects that are diſpleaſing to me, and 


who haunt me. They have ſo thoroughly ſtudied me, 
and know ſo little how to feign and diſſemble, that they 
attribute my change to nothing but a diſcretion, which 
to them appears blame-worthy; it is therefore very 
eſſential to be on one's guard, to avoid all ſurprize. 
The daring queſtion put to me, perſuades me that 
my confidence has been abuſed as well as my good nature, 
and that advantage has been taken of circumſtances to 
fetter my will. I have a way of coming at information 
concerning it, but I will firſt conſult thee. As thou 
. wilt play the principal. part in the ſcheme I have de- 
viſed, we muſt needs agree as well on this point as we 
did laſt Friday on the S-----, This compariſon will 
make thee laugh no doubt, but as it is a juſt one, and I 
deſire to give thee a proof of it to night, before we talk 
of ſerious matters, obſerve exactly what follows. Do 
thou aſſume the garb of a meſſenger, and with a parcel 
in thy hand be walking about, at half paſt eleven, under 
the porch of the chapel: I will ſend the Counteſs, who 
| ſhall ſerve thee for a guide, and conduct thee up a lit- 
tle back ſtaircaſe to an apartment, hers thou wilt find 
by Wa of they deſires.“ 


F 2 LETTER. 


. 
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Lern FROM THE QUEEN. 10 THE 


CARDINAL. 


þ 0 5 Auguſt 18, upd. 
ec SINCE the ſtep I directed the Coun- 


teſs to take with the Preſident d'Aligre, concerning your 


affair of the Quinze-Vingt ; I fuſpect (from his aſto- 
niſhment) that he has endeavoured to pry into the mo- 
tives which actuated me, and that unable to make any 
diſeovery, he has ſpoken of it to certain perſons, who are 
ſuppoſed to be ignorant of nothing, and who, perhaps, 


ſhew they ſtill poſſeſs my confidence. The reſtraint I 
am under, by their redoubled aſſiduities, the continual 
chit-chat ' with which I am plagued, their anxious and 


on this occaſion, have diſſembled their behaviour to 


* | 


inquiſitive looks when 1 anſwer a queſtion, in ſhort, 
every thing perſuades me, that they ſuſpect our ſecret 


intelligence, and that they are ling every method to 
acquire the certain knowledge of it. | 


c This morning the Miniſter converſed with me con- 


cerning thee with an air of kindneſs, which induces me 
to believe he has received ſome information. As it is 
not the firſt time that has happened, and I never failed 


to acquaint and conſult thoſe perſons I ſuſpect as the 


my ſuſpicions are well or ill grounded. 


authors, whoſe view is to chain me down ſtill more, 1 


ſhall not fail to impart to them my aſtoniſhment, with 
ſuch circumſtances, as will enable me to judge whether | 


cc Thaw 


7 


E 


Thou art much in the right i in eelling me, | that T 
am in a wood, Eo arrounded with whatever is dangerous 
and venomous on the face of the globe ; but, in ſhort, 
we muſt how! with the wolves till we le muzzled them. 
As to the Minister, I know his coarſe ſpun fineſſes, 
and his foible for me; they know his brutality, and what 
account is to be made of the firſt ſtroke from his tuſk, 
and that is what gives me ſpirits; they know, that in 
circumſtances more delicate than the preſent, I have 

| Chained up the lion, and have made him ſee and DEER 
whatever I pleaſed. A on; 

« Thou knoweſt what it is prevents my getting rid of 
my leeches, help me to find out the way, and to deprive 
them of the means of hurting me, and _ deſires ſhall 
| ſoon be gratified. 

« J expect thee to night at the ſame hour ad place; 
I hope before that happy moment to have got al c out of 
the Minister. 


Fg 


]: t. R. t. B. a. V. C. 8. Aube 
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LETTER FROM THE QUEEN TO_ THE 
N CARDINAL. 


Pg 


Auguſt 18, 1784, 

« I WRITE to thee in haſte, to give 
thee notice that it is impoſſible for me to receive thee 
to-night ; I have gained more information than I could 
with, and though enraged at oe” {ſcene 1 have juſt had 
with 


: 
: 
. 


— . nee es 


— — | ——CO OOO I 


b 


wich la 1 1 will conceal my reſentment; and 
carry my diſſimulation to the utmoſt. I know that 
anger is of no ſervice, and therefore take the reſolution 
moſt fuitable, though contrary to my own inclination. 
I will not leave the Miniſter till T have wrought him to 


my purpoſe, which object accompliſhed, J am not at a 
loſs to find a ſhelter, and if the bomb-ſhell burſts, 1 


| ſhall be able to make the ſplinters fall on thoſe who ſet 
fire to it. Do not depart till to-morrow at one o clock, 
and fail not to be this evening in the walk to Tn as 


I doubt not (from what I have heard) but all thy ſteps 


are watched, it is a material point to perplex the inqui- 
ſitive, and render it. impoſſible for them to realiſe na 


* 


ſuſpicions. 
« The Counteſs mill ſtay Rok to⸗ pen a e 
thee of all that has paſſed. Depend on my attachment, 


and be perſuaded that I ſhall know how ta treat, as I 1. 
| ought, ungrateful people, who are become thy enemies, 
| becauſe thou waſt not introduced by them. Above all 


be diſcreet ; I rely on the Counteſs as on myſelf.” 


No. XX; 


| LETTER FROM THE. CARDINAL TO THE, 


QUEEN. 

: Anguft 21, 1784. 
« IT would indeed be unjuſt, after the confidence you 
have granted me, in the preſent circumſtances, if I did 
5 , wot 


BY 
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2 e the line" of melo yohe have preſeribed ſor 


| Be aſſured W 1 will ſacrifice every thing to the 
ae arid happineſs of my dear Maſter. Whatever ws 


oceur during my abſence, * (which is become nece 
he will call to mind my ſincerity, my zeal to ſerve him, 


and my moſt tender love: . I am not ſuperſtitious, yet, 
ſhall I tell thee? I have forebodings which T dread to 
Tee realized; the more reflect on the ſecrets thou haſt 


communicated to me, the more I perceive the pofſibr- 


ty of a reconciliation. ! Bah abſent are always in the 
wrong. When once I am got to 8 — a thouſand 


ways will be found to do me e IJ ſhall not be 


at hand to clear myſelf-ſlander, aided by anonymous 


letters flying from all fides, will be the weapons uſed by 
my enemies, and mark, to ſupport them, will come 


the handſome F.. He is not, I grant thee, an am- 


bitious man; he. is young, amiable, and aſpires ſolely 
to the happineſs of pleaſing you---but the C is an 


old ſtager, whoſe affairs are greatly involved, and who 
is ſuſceptible of no attachment, any farther than the 


_ gratification of his intereſt and ambition. Such are, I 


am ſure, part of their attempts, and the terms in which - 
they will addreſs you; if inſufficient to ſway you, they will 

have recourſe to the laſt contrivances.---I confeſs to you, 
tis. there I dread them moſt---it would be an unpardon- 


able villainy, but from their indelicacy, and their ex- 


ported by authority, they might be compelled to a-reſ- 


treme carefulneſs in laying hands upon and preſerving 


thoſe writings, it is plain they did it only with an intent 


to make an ill uſe of them. However, from all. the re- 
flections I have made, I think that with reſoJutfon ſup⸗ 


titu- 


4 . 


* 


e 
18 If chat e be dangerous, the ere, is ano- 
ther which appears to me infallible, and that agrees 
perfectly well with their ſelfiſh diſpoſition, J will im- 
part it to the in my next letter. Since this diſco - 
very, my mind has been anxiouſly bent on finding out 
the moſt ſpeedy and beſt pee mg < 4 own I N n 
' recur to my firſt opinion. > 
I ſhall depart on the feaſt Fey 3 not appear at 
V.. but on receipt of a particular order. Mean- 
while my thoughts ſhall be occu pied with the great ob- 
ject.— The packet will go off to-morrow. night. 
The caution I ſhall uſe will prevent all confidence that 
might prove dangerous, and if unſortunately any ſurpriſe 
ſhould happen, the bearer will be able to ve hq indi- 8 
cation nor token of intelligence. 400 


a 92 **. — 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN. 


Auguli 24, 1754. 
« THE courier ſet out laſt night at 
half paſt twelve. The Counteſs will tell thee how 1 


contrived the delivery of the packet ; 1 have given all in- 
ſtructions neceſſary for the arrival and N of my 


two. 
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| two couriers; . 8 


To- Morrow iz the fatal day, when I muſt part with all 
that is dear to me. This reflexion depreſſes my ſpirits, 


and occaſions. me to feel an uneaſineſs, which I cannot 
overcome; yet I know that my abſence is neceſſary here, 
and my preſence indiſpenſible at the place of my deſti- 
nation. -I think I am. jealous; a dreadful malady! 


The perſonage in queſtion diſturbs my brain, and makes 
me dread my departure. Have a little compaſſion 


on me, ſeek to calm my uneaſineſa, and perſaude thy- 
ſelf that I ſhould not outlive thy infidelity. Fatewell--- 


7 be careful of thy health, live. happy, 818 ſametimes 
beſtow a n 0 the _ 
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LETTER FROM THE QUEEN To THE 
© CARDINAL, 


; September $, 1784. 
II is very aſtoniſhing that the cou- 
frier is not yet returned; z It gives me uneaſineſs, as I 
: required the quickeſt diſpatch. If on receipt of this 
- letter he is not yet arrived, N immediately a 
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* _ means 1 | mal ee rom yh 31 
leaſt once a week, and if any thing extraordinary ſhould 

|  .gocur, I ſhall always have a confidential perſon in rea- 

dineſs to diſpatch. All my equipages are ready. 
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mouth. 3 he' is to Jeliver 1 it hy. ef FRB SINGER 
Ty departure has ſilenced every tongue; whether | 
out of diſcretion or policy, thy name has not been pro- 
nounced. People redouble their dutiful attendance, and 
ſtrive to make me forget the ſcene, as well as the 
motive that gave riſe to it. The advice thou giveſt 1 me 
is impracticable. They never told me they were in 
poſſeſſion of----I only ſurmiſed i it from behaviour, Te 
proaches and ſpeeches which I have overheard. I am 
fully perſuaded, that let what will happen, they will 
never expoſe themſelves to convey any writing into the 
hands of the Mini iter ; but I ſhould always be uneaſy 'to 
know they had in their poſſeſſion what could diſturb 
my tranquillity; I am fully reſolved to take a decided part 
but J have made ſo many ſacrifices for all thoſe people, 5 
and the Miniſter has ſo often accuſed me of inconſtancy 
and ficklenẽſs, that I muſt abſolutely have a reaſon 0 
aſſign to him; not that he loves or values them; 1 
quite the contrary; but he pretends that it is for my 
ſake, and that it is always extremely expenſive to have 
new favourites.------A well placed ſyſtem of ceconomy 
truly !----Adiey,----to-morrow I ſet off to T. where 
I ſhall remain a few days to have greater liberty to ſee 
the Counteſs, Thou hadſt not told me the SNN : 
would ſtay at Paris, a very uſeleſs thing. 


LETTER 
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„ 10 whe lebe en a voy 
" ae 1 Ge: you; I am ſurpriſed I- have not had an 
anſwer to it. You may judge of my uneaſineſs by its 
ago I hope for the future You will uſe more 
e 2 


OS 


No. XXIV. | 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
Vo ets fees jth at»; = Ae 13 1784. 

ce THE Maſter will ſee by the packet 
1 ſend him, chu his object is attained, and his note bg-. 
come needleſs. The courier before this laſt, was en- 
truſted with a letter, ſomewhat long, relative to his at- 
tendants.------After the deepeſt reflexion „the Slave 
thinks that the Maſter may without danger, follow the 
counſel which he gives him ; for after all, he is the Maſter. 


1 have ſeqt the Counteſs a ſmall phial for you, which con- 
ED  _ tains 


tains 1 Wü chat n 


appear; but being ſhewn to the fire, or + Gi ow b 
black, and diſappears ag 


day before yeſterday, the perſon in queſtion, whoſe an- 


minatidn. If he refuſes; I have another perſon in my To 


8 22 4 _ + ——— b 3 2 | | : R -q a | 


n afterwards. In caſe of any 


thing particular, leave a wide ſpace between your lines, | 
that you may interline with that liquor.----I ſaw the 


ſwer appeared to me to be evaſive.---He is to call again 
in the courſe of the week, to make known his laſt deter- 


Jones The r en what l am 


0 c. E. 1 M. Auk) 
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LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL * TO THE. 


September + 23, 1784. 
„IF the Slave is happy to contri- 
15 to the ſucceſs of the grand object, undertaken by 
the Maſter, he thinks it will be neceſſary before, the 
execution, that he ſhould remove to a lefs diftant ſitua- 


tion. The moſt impenetrable veil being neceſſary to 
cover the author of the project, there muſt be an im- 


poſſibility of tracing to the ſource, in order to be doubly 
guarded againſt contingencies. I have perfectly 
felt the force of the latter eee ee is nothing 
permanent 


* 


va ali ate » his djs and p event the 0 of his ene 
mies. Divided between hope and feat, my ſituation is 
the moſt cruel; and my exiſtence wretched-+--Yet when 
I make reflexions on the paſt;- and bring into conſidera- 
tion my degree of confidence with the Maſter, I ſec the 
injuſtice of my fears. The hopes of ſeeing myſelf ſoon. 
: a within his arms, gives a freſh en to my wn i | 


; es me 10 mak bie F ii gte 
4 4 gots . . — N 5 3 
. LETTER FROM Tr CARDINAL. 10 THE 
55 QUEEN. 


Nov. 22, 17 


« THE deſire I feel of being ſer- 

Viceable to the Counteſs, and to remove all obſtacles | 

; that ſtill oppoſe a public reception, makes me practiſe 
Nh every poſſible method to fulfil thoſe two objects. The 
5 Maſter will judge by the proceedings which I have di- 
rected one of my dependants to adopt, whether the ſuc- 

_ ceſs of his ſolicitations can ſerve as a pretence to the mu- 

tual deſires, and remove all difficulties. The Abbe de 

Seſaryes is to reſign his office of Maſter-of the Qratory, 

to the Abbẽ de Phaff, by extraction a German, whoſe 

friends live at Bruſſels, in the retinue of the Archdu- 

cheſs,” As a difficulty exiſts which you alone can re- 

4 „ mane 


letter of recommendation to you. - As the buſineſs 
not be tranſadted without me, ſince tis I who furniſh 
the funds, it will be an additional motive for bringing 
me into recollection. --] had projected a ſcheme to ad 
ceelerate and prevent a deriial, but as that might have 
brought you into queſtion, and raiſed ſuſpicion; I Judged 
it moſt, prudent to decline it. So much for that---you | 
will allow that events ſucteed fo rapidly on both Tides; | 
| that it were dangerous to proceed too far: So potilles 
an anſwer from an aſpiring ſpirit, aſtoniſhes me the 
more; as the zras; ſpoken of, are yet very remote: 1 
foreſee many difficulties in bringing that to a proſperous 
ifſue---that's underſtood---F ſhall always be ready, ſcru- 
pulouſly, to perform the commands of the Maſter : the 


moſt pleaſing would be, no doubt, to be recalled near 2 51 


his divine Abe 


LETTER FROM THE evra 10 THE 
_ CARDINAL. 


"Dec: I2, 1784. 


e ee e eee ther 
al te jn all thy doings make ſlow haſte, the accident 
which befel thy laſt letter would not have happened. 
4, 5 N The 


— with. the — to ee l be i 
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Es, "Thos arneſtneſs, thi nents ef redding; ally me to 
put the jetter too near the light, it took” fire, and in 
ſpite of all my endeavours to extinguiſh it, could fave 
_ ſome” part of it. To him that underſtandeth, 


courier arrived, Being preſſed for time, I could not 
anſwer with regard to the Abbe; had I been forewarned, 
I would have ſaved him a needleſs j journey. . We have 
made an agreement, never to grant any perſon whatever 
a requeſt of that nature, aſſuredly the Abbe will not be 
an exception to the rule; beſides, ſuppoſe the ſcheme 


will infallibly bring on a more favourable opportunity. 


15 Slave. 1 believe it is e . 


No. XXVIIL 
LETTER FROM THE QUEEN To. THE 
. CARDIN AL. : 


Jan. 155 1784. 
e IF it had not been my intention 
there ſhould be a myſtery in the purchaſe of the jewel, 
J certainly ſhould not have employed yoli to procure it 


for me. I am not accuſtomed to enter thus into treaty 


with my . and this way of my is fo 
much 


could have taken place, it is clear the object could not 
have juſtified the proceeding. The ſituation 1 am in, 


The moſt ſpeedy diſpatch will ſhorten the * of * | 


gre WE -The firſt packet vas gone off when the 2 5 
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Ei about it. It is a trifle that has occaſioned me. to make | 


a few reflections, which I will impart to you when op- 


. portunity offers. The Counteſs will deliver to you your 
paper. I am ſorry . have pies en, hy * 
7 trouble to na 3 „ 5g 


No XXIX. 1 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN 10 THE 
' CARDINAL. 


| January 29, 1785. 
of ectation with meh 


Why, my friend, Wn LH peoph > 
under reſtraint, to ſeek for ſhifts, and deal with in- 


fincerity ? Doſt thou know that thy reſerve, and thy 


falſe pride, drew upon thee the letter thou haſt received, 
and that but for the Counteſs, who has told me all, I 


ihould have attributed that pretended arrangement tf mo 
- quite a different motive. Fortunately all is cleared up. --M 


The Counteſs will deliver thee the writing, and explain 
the motives by which 1 have been actuated in this mat- 


ter. As Iam ſuppoſed ignorant of the confidence thou 
haſt thewn her, as. alſo os the token of truſt that thou 


wilt 


ur predicament to act 


, (ht eee, it . 3 no more 2 
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en 
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| dekore the holiday. 


be able to Wbelve from 


I 5 
coonneſs and diſlike for you yu you ſurmiſe, is by "8 
' | y no means | I 
* to yourſelf: : 2-0 to + took to youll the ſteps 1 cauſe * 
Ido be taken towards you, muſt needs convince you of it. 
The Miniſter returned from the chaſe much ſooner than 
| 1 expected him; he was ſtill with me, as alſo Madame | 


E. when I diſpatched the confidential 
do not depart to day; be at ten o'clock with the 


Counteſs, and believe that no one deſires more chan 1 da 
the explanation you tequeſt ?, Yb fa 
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1 BELIEVE I have infornied you Þ 
of the diſpoſal of the ſum, which I deſtined for the o Gel | os 
. In queſtion, and that probably I ſhould not fulfil the 
engagements till my return from Fontainbleau. The 1 3 
Counteſs will remit to you thirty thouſand livres, to paß 
the intereſt. The privation of the capital is to be taken 
into conſideration, and this compenſation will make 


* 


- & 


— "a 


« You complain, and 1 ſay not a word : a very ex- 
traordinary cireumſtance ; time will perhaps acquaint 4 | 
you with the motive of my filence. I do not love ſuf.- 3 1 3 
picious people, eſpecially when there is ſo little reaſon 9 
for it. I poſſeſs a principle I never will recede from. 
Your laſt converſation is very oppoſite to what you re- I 
lated to me at a preceding period. Reflect upon * [ 

and if your memory ſerves you faithfully, by comparing, 
the æra's, you will judge what I am to think of yoi. MY 


_ preſſing ſolicitations. ; 7 OS _ 
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| jeve whatever th [ fay, I am Hors in 
= refs for ſuch trials. "Beſides, it would be ve 


| FRA #& 


N cult, nay, even impo ible | to receive hi. as Ws 
: | mY as I could wiſh,” and thou knoweſt the c: | 
"neſs with v þ in the preſent moment. The 

e me laugh heartily, ing the laſt 

tt in it, and raiſes in 

* deſire to ſee the grand Cophte. Yet, 

if I muſt believe the Counteſs, it requires a perſon to be 
very innocent, in order to behold the myſteries of that 


great man: though, to judge from the circumſtances of 
all his apparatus, I believe he looks 1920 thee and the 
4 Counteſs as two ſimpletons, and tre you as two dupes. 
Don't be offended at my frankneſs; 1 promiſe thee I 4 


FAR 


vill judge of him in my own perſon, N 59" 
; l 2 . \ a 3 The ; 
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